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TO THE READER. 



X XAVING frequently read, with peculiar plea- 
fure, that moft excellent piece of Mr. Gambold's, 
entitled The Martyrdom of St. Ignatius, 
I always regretted, at the conclufton, that it had 
not been extended to a greater length, and as 
often wiftied to have in my poffeffion more of 
his valuable Compofitions. 

On^ of his admirable fermons was unexpeft- 
edly pvU into my hands laft year, which excited 
in me, as well as in others who had likewife read 
k, an eameft defire that his Works might be col- 

lefted into a volume, On finding that thofe 

pieces which had already appeared were out of 
print^ and being informed that there were not 
only more fcattered here and there in various 
mifcellaneous coUedions, but alfo feveral Letters, 

Poems, 
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TO THE READER. 

Poems, &c. on the moft important fubjefts, in 
M. S. that had never been publifhed, I pro- 
pos'd to his' Widow and her 'friends, to print 
the whole, provided it fliould meet with their 
concurrence and approbation. They readily 
acquiefced, and moft cheerfully affifted in col- 
le£Ung them, for which I beg they will accept 
my moft refpeftful thanks, at the fame time ac- 
knowl^ging my particular obligations to the 
Gentleman who fo kindly furnifhed me with an 
extraO: of the life of that truly pious, venerable, 
and ingenious author. 

That the bleffing of God our Saviour may 
attend the perufal of the following pages, and 
the truths therein contained produce an happy 
and abiding effeft in the hearts of all who read 
them, as well as in his own, is the earneft 
prayer of 

The editor. 
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Of the late reverend and venerable 



JOHN GAMBOL D. 



JL HE Rev. John Gambold was born April lo, 1711^ 
at Punchefton in Pembrokefliire, South Wales, His fa- 
ther, a clergyman of the church of England, lived an or- 
nament to' his profeffion, being well known and refpefclcd 
for his unafTefted piety and purity of manners. . He had 
the happinefs truly to know the Lord Jefus Chrift, in 
whom he believed, and to love Him with his whole heart* 
He educated his children with the utmoft care and atten« 
tion,. and fpared no pains to inftil into their tender minds 
the principles and precepts of true chriftianity, which pow- 
erfully influenced his own heart, and were the invariable 
rule of his condu£i. 

His Son, whofe courfe through life arid perfonal qtiali-r 
ties are here recorded^ had the benefit of his father's in^ 
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ftruflion and example 'till he went to the Univerfity of 
Oxfofd, in the year 1726, where he entered as fervitor in 
Chrift Church, and foon became eminent for his diligent 
application to ftudy, wherein his proficiency was remark- 
ably confpicuous, particularly in his compofitions, many 
of which his own great humility dnd diffidence fiifFered 
others to bear the credit of. He was naturally of a lively 
and aftive fpirit, and the time he could fpare from thofe 
ftudies which he was obliged to purfue in the college, he 
chofe to fpend in reading the moft approved authors of 
poetry and plays. Thefe were at that time very agreeable 
to his tafte, and therefore he took great pleafiire in fuch 
works of genius 'till the year 1728, when being prefent at 
tlie death of his affeftionate father, that event and the edi- 
fying exhortations he received from him in his> laft mo- 
ments fo afie£):ed him, that a real ferioufnefs of mind, and 
folid concern for his falvation took place in him. From 
that period he became fo far changed in his apprehenfioix 
and view of things, that he renounced, from a principle of 
lelf-denial, all the pleafure he had received &om books 
e^dculated to gratify the tafte of the polite world ; fell into 
a melancholy fiate of mind, and from being ofanaftivc 
and lively dHpofition^ became quite the reverfe* 

.^ Among his papers was found one containing a folcma 
'dedication of himfelf to God, which he drew up about thifr 
lime, and which he called his Baptifmal Vow or Covenant 
renewed* 

In March 1730, he contraftcd an acquaintance with 
fome of thofe ftudents in the univerfity, who in obedience 
to' the'di6lates of pure religion, were then diftinguilhed 
from others by a laudable' fingularity in their condu£l; and 

he 
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he followed all the rules which ihey obferved in regulatinf 
their time and ftudies. Did they, according to the courfe 
of life which they had entered upon with a view to their 
religious improvements, diligently praftife felf-examina* - 
tion, meditation and recolleftion ; did they carefully at- 
tend the church fervice, yet never omitting their private 
devotions ; did they on certain days abllain from their ufu- 
al food, to the intent that they might feel the want; of others 
in diftrefs, and mortify the col-rupt affe6lions and defires o£ 
their own depraved nature; did they keep diaries of all oc- 
currences both internal and external in their chriftian race; 
frequent the facrament of the Lord's fupper ; vifit the pri- 
fons, the fick, and the poor ; inftruft children whofe pa- 
rents were not able to bear the expence of their being 
taught even, to read : did they exercife themfelves in good - 
works, doing, as often as opportunities prcfented^ afts of 
charity to the bodies and fouls of fuch as flood in need 
thereof? In all thefe pious exercifes and religious duties he 
faithfully took his part with them in purfuit of that peace 
of mind which he' laboured to obtain. But not being able 
by the ufe of fuch means only to gain that, \Vhich could 
make him happy, he gave way to thofe defponding 
thoughts from which he had formerly fuflFered itauch, to- 
tally negle3ed his perfon and apparel, confined himfelf as 
much as poffible to his room, and applied, in fearch of in- 
formation and comfort, to the works of fuch autliors, as 
^ fuppofed, could fatisfy his enquiries, viz. the fathers of 
the firfl ages of the chriftian church. Of thefe the moft 
kbftrufe were his greateft favorites, and particularly thofe 
which are called myftics% Being well verfed in the greek 
language, he was much pleafed with that energy of expreC- 
fion in which it excels. The deep fpeculations of thofe 
ancient writers, their beautiful allufions, the richnefe of 
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ftyle with which they clothed their ideas,, and that uncorfP- 
mqn ftrain of piety which run through the whole, fuitedf 
his tafte, and fo far inffuenced his underftanding that he 
adopted their fentiments, went the fame lengths with them 
in the fcenes of imagination, and by degrees became fd 
much like one of them, that his caft of mind bore 2t nearer 
refemblance to that which was peculiar to them, than to 
any that appeared" among the moderns. This melancholy; 
notwithftanding, ftill continued, and the track of deep and 
intenfe thiffking, to which he had accuftomed himfelf by a 
ftri6l application to thefe authors, rendered him with re- 
fpeft to- hiy cottceptions of things, and manner of his coi»- 
verfation and addrefSi very different not on^ly from thofe 
with whom he was intimately acquaiiHed, bat from aii 
other men. By a clofe attention to writers of this ftamp he 
had contrafted fuch a turn of mind, and imbibed fuch an 
exalted notion of internal purity, which he laboured to ac- 
quire according to the procefs pointed out by them, and 
which he conceived was attainable, that he could not be 
fatisfied with himfelf, unlefs he became fuch a refined^ be- 
ing as thofe philofophical chriftians had formed a notioa 
of in their warm imaginations. This being the ftate to 
which his aim wias direftcd, he fpared no pains to model 
himfelf according to the rdea which he had formed of it. 
But every exertion proved abortive, and he found, that by 
the means he purfued he came far fliort of that perfeftion 
to which he fo ardently afpired. The drfappointmerit oc« 
cafioned great concern, and though difcouraged by every 
attempt, he ftill renewed his efforts, till repeated experi- 
ence convinced him that all his endeavours to obtain the 
propofed end could never fucceed to his own fatisfaftion. 

In September 1733, he was admitted to holy orders, 

and 
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dnd as foon as capatble of holding a living, was inftituted to 
that of Stanton- Harcourt, in the diocefe of Oxford, where, 
refiding in a fequeftered village, he had too much time to 
indulge his fpeculative turn of mind, and where, his pa- 
rochial duties being few, he had leifure to purfue his phi- 
lofophical ftudies with little interruption. He loved re- 
tirement, and feldom went abroad. But whenever he 
could prevail upon himfelf to vifit any of his friends and 
acquaintance, and among the reft his patron Lord Har- 
court, he was received with much refpeft, his company 
being very agreeable -to all who knew him. And every^ 
one's curiofity was highly gratified, who could hear a man 
of the eighteenth century, converfe like one of thofc of the 
fecond or third of the chriftian aera. In attending to that 
train of fentiment and refleftion to which he had accuf- 
tomed himfelf, they were led back to the diftance of 1500 
years, into the contemplations of axioms, fentences, and 
complete thoughts clothed in the rooft elegant drefs of lan- 
guage, and the mofl: delicate turn -of expreffion. His abi- 
lities, both natural and acquired, were great, but his un- 
feigned humility was fo apparent to every one with whom 
he converfed, that his fuperior powers of pleafing excited 
no fenfation of diflike in any. And his whole condu£l 
was fo inoffenfive,- that it is not known he ever made him- 
felf an enemy. His outward appearance was indeed very 
diiferent from that of others, and a goo^ tafte, with a con- 
iiderable degree of difcernment, was requifite to fee and 
cfteena a perfon, who at firft fight raifed. in common beholders 
a prejudice in his disfisivor, feeming rather to be of a dull and 
referved than of a fociable and communicative 4ifpofition« 

Among the feveral books which fell in his way, the 
^{jitings of the late profeifor Frank engaged his attention. 
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anrl, as he exprefled himfelf, turned his thoughts a little to 
our Saviour and^his merits ; but a fubjed of this fort made 
then fo flight an impreffion on his mind, that he refumed his 
philofophical and platonic kind of religion, wherein the 
imagination could amufe and entertain itfelf in high flights, 
deep fpeculations, intenfe refle£lions, and metaphyfical 
reafonings, to wiiich his natural difpofltion inclined him< 

However he did not give up fo much of his time to thefe 
amuCements as to negleft any part of his fun£lion ; but ve- 
ry carefully performed every duty, which he thought in- 
cumbent upon him, as a parifli-minifter, and lived on good 
terms with his parifliioners, to whom he was intentionally 
as ufeful as his frame of mind and philofophical theology 
could make him. To this theory of religion he continued 
attached^ though he had never derived that fpiritual ccmh- 
fbrt, which he expetied from it. At length when he found 
Iiimfelf difappointed in the hope of thofe attainments which 
lie had been fo long aiming at, and was difcouraged and 
diftreflfed by the unfuccefefulncfs of aH kis eflfbrts, he had 
the happinefs of becoming acciuainted with the late Peter 
Boehler, in February 1737. This excellent man, who 
was a minifter of the church known by the nanie of Unitas 
Fratrum, or United Bi^etia-en, and at that time waited for 
aflrip, that was to carry liim to America, in the capacity 
of a miflionary, during his flay in England, came to the 
knowledge of fomc ferious people in London^ and with 
finne well-difpofed fl:udents-in Obcfotd. There he was pre- 
vailed upon to hold private meetings for the edification of 
awakened people both^ teained and unlearned. Tliis he 
did in latin, which, for the fake of the latter, the perfon 
vho is. the fubjeO; of this memorial, and who was one o£ 
^ comj^uay, interpreted. On this occafion, and after 
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fome perfonal interviews with the Rev. Mr. Boehler, our 
late brother, fwho proved afterwards a bleffed inftrument 
of fervice in the church of the Brethren) was impreffed 
"with fuch a deep conviQion of his natural depravity, and 
of his utter inability to lielp hlmfelf, and at the fame time 
with fuch a clear and enlivening view of the way of falva- 
tion, that he faw it neceflary^ and was encouraged by the 
hope of the gofpel to apply to the Throne of Grace with- 
out any other preparation than that of an humble and con- 
trite fpirit, relinquifliing all attatchment to and reliance oa 
any thing but the mercy of God in Chrift Jefus. It then 
appeared to him, that the chief point of chriftianity, which 
every one who wiflies to enjoy the benefit thereof, fliould 
fee concerned to obtain, was a lively faith in the Redeemer 
of the world, and as aconfequence thereof, the fbrgiveneft 
of fins, a conqueft over the corruption that naturally 
dvrelleth in us, and a conformity of that date of mind 
which was in him. Thefe privileges he found by his own 
Experience were not to be attained by a leg^I ftrife, and the 
helps that human philofophy could adminifier; and was 
convinced that they were to be received freely by all that 
tinfeignedly believe in Chrift Jefus our Lord* This doc- 
trine therefore fo full of comfort to the poor in fpirit he 
embraced with his whole heart, and all his philofophy 
yielded to it. The gloom, which like a thick cloud had 
long enveloped 9nd deprefied his mind, was diflipated, and 
his fpirit rejoiced in God his Saviour ; be found that food 
which fatisfies the hungry foul, and fo great a change took 
place in him that he became a new creatiu-e, very different 
from what he had been before. But this happy alteration 
did not commence until he had undergone a long and fe- 
vere trial, many ftruggles with his reafoning powers, and 
much embarraflment of thought ; ail which proceeded front 
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the repeated attempts that he ha<J m^dc to combine his 
philofophy with the fimplicity of the gofpel, which is in- 
tended not for the high-minded and felf-fiifficient, but for 
the meek and lowly in heart; for, as our Lord himfelf de- 
clau'es, The humbling truths thereof are hid from the wife 
and prudent in iheir own eyes, and revealed unto babes. 

In the year 1739 he had the pleafure of feeing and con- 
yerfing with the late Count Zinzendorf. This firft inter- 
view with that fervant of God fully fatisfied him of the 
falfity of thofe reports, which had been propagated to hi» 
difcredit, and of the excellency of the perfon who had 
been fp Ihamefully traduced. Soon after he gave the fol- 
lowing 4efcription of the (late of his oy/n mind, and pf the 
thoughts which he entertained of himfelf and the brethren, 
pf whom he had gained fome previous knowledge : " I 
•' then looked upon them as a happy people, and their 
" doflrine as fundamentally true, but could not apply the 
f* ^omforts thereof to myfelf, being difcouraged from fa 
" doing by the deep fenfj? I had of my own guilt and de- 
•* pravity, and by being defeated in the hopes of being 
•* happy in the notions which I had formerly imbibed, 
f * Therefore I defpaired otbeing in a condition better thaa 
•' the generaUty of mankind, or different from them. But 
." in D<?cember, 1740, my younger brother, haying bcea 
«• with the Brethren in London^ came to fee pie. The ac- 
" count which he gave of the happy courfe, he obferved a- 
" mongft them, ftriick me with fuch an agreeable furprize, 
!' that I could not but return with him thither. My defign 
" was to fee the order eftablifhed, and to feel the fpirit 
f* which prevailed amongft them, where feyeral of thcra 
}* dwelt togetlier. The purpofe of my vifit was anfwere4 
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*• to my great fatisfa6lion, and I could believe not only 
** that they were right both in principle and praftice, but 
*• that I might have a ihare of the fame grace which they 
** enjoyed. - After having been again in their company I 
•* perceived an impulfe upon my mind to devote myfelt 
*• entirely to Him who died for me and to live wholly for 
" him and to his fervice." It appears, that in the interval 
between the year 1737 and this time, many viciffitudes 
took place in his mind : the drawings of grace, which he 
felt, were frequently rendered inefTeftual, and the light of 
the gofpel, of which he had fome tranfient views in its na- 
tive fimplicity, was as often clouded by perplexities of 
more elevated reafoning, which every man is apt to fall in- 
to, and finds no end, in wandering mazes loft, until he is 
fo humbled as to fufFer all his lofty imaginations to be call 
down, and every thought brought into captivity to the 
obedience of Chrift, to fubmit to be led into the way of fal- 
vation and continue therein, which is that of faith unfeign- 
ed in the blood of Jefus, who is made unto us by divine 
appointment, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanflification, and 
redemption. This he faw was the only way for felf-con- 
demned and repenting finners to take, and the only 
thing that could make and keep them happy, while, as poor, 
peedy and finful beings, they cleave unto Him and rely up- 
on him for daily fupplies of grace. 

In this view of things, he found that his former notions 
could be of no avail, and was convinced, that the burden 
of fin, with which he was oppreffed, could not be remov- 
ed, nor bis confcience purged from dead works to ferve 
the living God, but by faith in Him who came into the 
world to fave finners. He was therefore aware of what he 
cajil<ed bis reafon and afraid of his old myftic thoughts, left 
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Acy (hoiiM miflead him, as they had often done before. 
To avoid the danger of deception from this quarter, to 
which he was expofed by living too much alone in a re- 
tired village, he was fully perfuaded that a conne6Hon with 
thofe who not only profeffed thcmfelves chriftians but 
werefuch in reality, would be the means of preferving hiui 
from it ; and as he had become acquainted with a fociety 
of true believers in London, who chofe to be direfted by 
the fpirit and word of Chrift, to be obedient to his will in 
all things, and to live together as perfons wh6lly devoted 
to him ; he wiflied that lie alfo might have the favour of 
aflbciating with true children of God, whofe converfation 
might prevent his former gloomy reafoning from obtrud- 
ing itfelf upon him, having experienced in the fpace of 
feveral years, that it had led him aftray and been a bin* 
drance to him in attaining to a fettled peace of mind^ He 
remembered that he had lirft heard the joyful found o^ the 
gofpel from one of the Brethren, who reprefented it in its 
native fimpiicity, and was fully perftiaded that he Ibould 
become happy if he could live in the conftant enjoyment of 
that comfort whhrh he then in fome meafure derived from 
it, and of which he had had fince, many cheering, but 
through his own fault, only tranfient fenfations. He there- 
fore determined to leav^ his retired .(huation where he 
could neither be of that fervice which he wilhed to be of 
to others, nor find the fatisfaftion he fought after forhim- 
felf, and to take up his abode with thofe whom he beKeved 
to be a people of God, who through *the influence of his 
fpirit Were led into the way of truth and held the faith in 
linity of fpirit, in the bond of peace and in righteoufnefs 
of life. JTo panake of their happinefs, to live amongft 
them in love to Chrift and to ^ne another, and to unite 
with than in promoting the glory of God and the good of 
^ xnankind^ 
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manVind, was his defire. With this view he applied to 
the United Brethren, difpofed as a little cKild in diftrefs 
for help, committed himfelf to their care and direftion, 
and had no choice with regard to any fiation or office 
wjherein he might be in future of ufe to othen. 

In the beginning of Oftober 1742, he thtrs exprefled 
himfelf upon this head, " Having had aifurance that fuch 
** a favor might be granted, I left my parifli with a view 
" to live wholly with the Brethren/* 

Before he quitted his parifli, he wrote to the Bifliop of 
Oxford, and to his kind patron Lord Harcourt. They 
cxprcffed their concern at the ftep which he intended to 
take, and urged fome reafons to induce him to change hig 
purpofe : but his refolution was fix'd. He then refigned 
his living in due form ; and after he had taken leave of his 
parifhioncrs in a very, refpeftful manner, he went to the 
Brethren and lived entirely with them. Upon this occa- 
fion he wrote in fubflance as follows to his parifhioners : 
" It is not in confequence 6f any refentment or of any 
•* worldly motive, that I give up my parifh. I have not 
•• fo implicitly given up my judgment to others as to be pre- 
•* vailed upon, by their perfuafions, to take this ftep. The 
** reafon for my fo doing is well-grounded and to my own 
*• fatis£a6tion. It does not, I aflure you, proceed from 
•* any diflike that I have to the worfliip of God in the 
** church of England. I find no fault with any paftage or 
*' claufe in the common prayer book. Nor can I, in juf- 
** tice, be confidefed in the fame light with fuch perfons 
** as flight and forfake one party of chriftians and go over 
V to another without fufficient caufe. But that which has 
^ determined the choice I have made, was the earneft de. 
' «fire 
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'* fire I found In myfelf, of that improvement in the know* 
** ledge of the gofpel and in the experience of the grace of 
*• Jefus Chrift which I flood in need of. The bleffings 
" purchafed by the blood of the Shepherd of our fouls I 
" longed to enjoy in fellow (hip with a little flock of his 
** fheep who daily feed on the merits of his paflion, and 
" whofc great concern is to build up one another in their 
** moft holy faith, and to propagate the truth as it is in Jefus 
** for the good of others. His gracious prefence, the pow- 
" er of his word, and the virtue of his blood I wanted to 
"• have a more lively fenfe of, for my own comfort and 
" fupport in the chriftian warfare, and I had reafon to hope 
** for thofe means of happinefs, efpecially where brethren 
** dwell together in unity, for there the Lord commandeth 
" his bleiling and life for' evermore. This is all I aim at 
** in withdrawing myfelf from you, and may this my de- 
** parture give no offence to any one. I now take my laft 
** a^ieu, an4^arneftly pray for you and for myfelf; for 
" myfelf tli^ I n^ay be faithful to the grace of our Lord Je- 
" fus Chrift, and prove his fervant truly devoted to him, 
** where I am going; and may you, where you remam, be 
'* as obedient \q the influcEice of his Spirit and the diftatcs 
" of his word as J \vi(h tob^; fo fliall we one day rejoice' 
** before the gr?at Shepherd of pur louls, that merciful and 
" compaffionate Saviour, in whom there is, in the mean 
" time, life, peace, and joy for all believer?. I do not go 
*' from you becaufe I cannot live in the church of England, 
** as an outward profeflion, or becaufe I prefer any other 
** foTts^ of ecclefiaftical government before that jvhich is by 
" law eftablifhed in this kingdom:, but the inducement 
*.' which leads me to this change, is the great concern I 
'* have for the attainment of a happy flate of mind, and to 
f ; pompafs this end, no means, through the bleffing of God, 

" appear 
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" appear to me fo proper as a free intercourfe with thofe 
" who are of the fame principles with my own, to whon» 
"I may communicate my thoughts without referve : and 
" from whom I can receive that affillance of advice and 
** comfort, which is neceffary for a perfon encompaffed 
** with fuch infirmities as I am. I heartily wifli that yoa 
•* may derive more benefit from the inftruftions of my fuc- 
" ceffor, than you have or could have done from mine> 
** and I truft that this will be the cafe.** 

Prom the contents of this written meffage the truth oi 
an obfervation which he made in one of his letters to the 
Bifhop upon this occafion is very evident, That one mail 
may be a feQary with a feftarlan fplrit in oppofition to the 
eflabliflied religion of his country and wkhout jull ground 
for his feparatlon from it; and another, at the fame time 
that he has a real efteem for it, may do (bme things which 
have the appearance of a diffent from it, and yet have no- 
thing again ft the r-ules and order which it prefcribes, and 
can appeal to the Searcher of hearts for the uprightnefs of 
his intentions, as to efTentials and clrcumftantials in the 
unity of the fplrit. 

By quitting his fiation as a parifli-minifier he did not 
mean either to (hew any difrefpeft to the church of En- 
gland, or to give offence to any member thereof. Nor did 
he wifh that his regard to her conftitution fliould be con- 
fidered as at all diminiflied by refigning the charge of 
his pariih, and going to live with a people, whofe fcl- 
lowflilp he fought to enjoy for his fpiritual benefit. His 
determinatign was, if employed in their conneflion, to de- 
vote himfelf to the fervice of the Lord of all, and to be fel- 
low-labourer with them, with whom he could lay his fa- 
vorite 
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vorite ftrefs on the redemption by JefusChrift without op- 
pofition. He did not join the Brethren's church as a re- 
ligion of human eftabliOiment, though he honoured their 
epifcopal fucceffion, but as a houfe or family of God, unit- 
ed together for the only purpofe of doing his work and pro- 
moting the caufe of true chriftianity in a free and unccmfi- 
ned manner. He highly prized the lot which he had obtained 
amongft them, much eileemed the good order which they 
obferved, partook of their fellowlhip, bore his part of 
their burdens, did his fliare of the work, and being incor- 
porated with them as well as engrafted in Chrift the true 
Vine ; he, as a* living branch thereof deriving fap from 
that fource, bore much fruit to his glory. 

After flaying fome time in London, he went in 1742 to 
affift in a boarding-fchool in Effex. In November the 
fame year, he was regularly admitted a member of the Bre- 
thren's church. May 14, 1743, ^e was married to the 
prefent widow; refided in Wales, chiefly at Haverfordweft, 
where he kept fchool, preached occafionally, and became 
acquainted with feveral people there, who have reafon to 
blefs God for his flay in their neighbourhood, which was 
till November 1744, when he returned to London, where 
he continued until the beginning of the year 1747. He 
then accompanied fome of his friends on a vifit to Germa- 
ny, arrived at Hernhaag, March 9, where he enjoyed 
many bleflings in fellowfliip with the congregation fettled 
there, and was refpefted and beloved by all. After feveral 
months continuance in that place, he came back to London 
with the fame company, where he lived a confiderabl^ 
time in favor with God and man, and to the edification of 
all who heard him preach or converfed with him. Befides 
the public office of a minifter^ his attention was employed 

in 
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in writing and correfting feveral pieces for the prefs, fuch 
ds the Maxims, &c. taken out of the Diflertations and 
Difcourfes of Count Zinzendorf, and other compofi- 
tions of his own, which are a ftanding proof of his fine 
tafte in evangelical truths, and of his clear underflanding 
of the ceconomy of grace under the New Teftament. ^ He 
wrote alfo an excellent traft or effay on the charaftcr of 
Count Zinzendorf, which was alfo publiftied in the Ger- 
man language in Mr. Spjmgenherg's Apologetical Writ- 
ings. He was likewife ufeful in repeating extempore in 
Engliih the fermons which the late Count preached in ger- 
man, and the tranflation was fo well performed, that every 
one who heard him and underftood both languages won- 
dered at the facility of his comprehenfion and the retentive- 
nefs of his memory. He revifed feveral other books, viz* 
the Rationale of their Do6lrine and Difcipline, fome apo- 
logetical writings, and the Greenland Hiftory, Befides 
thefe employments he was ready to give affiftance upon 
all occalions, whether of conference with his bretliren^ 
congregation meetings, or private converfation with in- 
dividuals who wanted his advice, in which his meeknef^ 
and wifdom, his charity and patience, were very confpi- 
cuous. In the year 1754, it being thought neceffary to 
keep up a regular fucceffion of ecclefiaftical orders, he was, 
at a general conference of the feveral labourers in the con- 
gregations of the Brethren in England, chofen and confe- 
crateda Bifliop of the Unitas Fratrum. But with what 
humility and diffidence in bimfelf did he accept this office ! 
And in the exercife thereof no trace of any difpofition was 
feen in him, but that of lowlinefs of mind, nor did he think 
himfelf thereby entitled to any greater refpeft than was 
due to any other of his brethren. As he would not have 
accepted it, had he not been earneflly requeiled to take it 

upon 
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upon him by his brethren, fo he had no other view in 
complying with their intrcaties than to be ufed a5 an in- 
ftrument of keeping up the regularity of fuch ordinations 
as might be found neceffary. Such a Bifhop would have 
been juftlyefteemed an honor to any church, whether an- 
cient or modern, if difintereftednefs of fpirit, humility of 
mind, devotion of heart, a benevolent difpofition towards 
all men, and a voluntary fubmiffion to the fervice not only 
of the church in general, but of every member thereof 
though in the moft inferior flation , be the proper qualifi- 
cations and diftinguiflied ornaments of the chriilian 
epifcopacy. 

Thefe excellent endowments, which the grace of God 
had wrought in him, and enabled him to ufe to his glory, 
-made him greatly refpefted by all who knew him and 
were capable of forming a right judgment of real worth and 
tindiffembled goodnefs. But neither the regard which was 
fhewn him, nor the rank which he held in the church could 
alter that humble opinion he always entertained of himfelt 
And fuch was the charafter he maintained in, the fituation 
afligned him, that he was defervedly eftcemed, not only by 
thofc with whom he was cohnecled, but by others of every 
denomination, who were acquainted with him: 

From the year 1754 ^^ ^7^4 he refided chiefly in Lon- 
don, employing himfelf in every branch of fervice for the 
congregation fettled there, and in regular correfpondence 
with all his fellow-labourers of the fame communion in 
England. Herein he afted folely from a principle of love 
to the fouls whom he had in charge, and received fron^ 
them the moft grateful returns of affeCUon. 

Aftei 
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Afec?" Al% kc went to a gaieral fynod of the Brethren, 
.\y.hich was lwil4 in the year 1764, in Germany, where he 
h^f^.th^ O^jfijfo^ian of being prefent with many fervants of 
(>q4,. jiflfeBnhled together tor the promotion of true chriftJl 
ajyty and the bi^ilding up each other in their moft holy 
£2i|h. T\fev^hcwaa Kkewifc iQuch Wpe£led and beloved, 
froni ihen^ he canae hack to L,ondon, where he chiefly 
jfe^^, ^tijl ^\^ yew x/iiS, when he was Jeized with a 
dr^B^^-^ftten^i, Mjbich had fucH an efeft upon his whoFe 
frajg^, tJpifit .t^y .\yJio wen^ ^bout him apprehended that 
f j^^ 4^ j^pg^;lpie.bi« laft. ^ ^ 

. Whfnfcre.:s!«as f9JpciptiCfl3tiIffionof i^^ tho'hevery 
fi^i\i]gr felt thp \H'mKn<?fs of his conftitution, and Iwd rea- 
fon to brieve ih^Vbis exiftencc in the. body would be of 
^ncqi^tiiHim^i^e ; yethf^.d^firoJis of rendering the re- 
gyiirjipg p^a^t pf it, in femi^ meafnre ufcful, to bthers, he 
pvqpp9fed tp go imp W^es: his view in the change of hi$ 
litij^^jjpA ^as to 1^ ififtjrun?fei?taj. to the betiefit o^ his coun- 
tXYfo^. Hh fi^e^ b^i^ pf Qpinion, . that, his native ait 
would be of fervice to him, and. having fpme hope that bis 
ufefulnefs might even yet be more extenfive, encouraged 
t^^e.dei^^^dlocqif d ]^ his Q^/f^ mind, ^nd gf which he 
hai j^iy?n th^ ,jp j[^t\^tion. In qoak^qii^p^^ of their 
c,9>n(:u]T€^ce andjipp^phaiion^.he removed to t^averfprd* 
w«ft,^wH^^te ;t^e h^4^ fcccjal care; pf the congregation 
-ijftt.^ed^ in,tl^?it, p|j?e„ and the, profpefl: of beix^ ^elpfi^l to 
raar^y ^h^r?\^^€in^^ fo.ul^ in t^pfe pa^s. , A^ the iame tiine 
|poii5i^ji|jdl«;afipn^^ to promiCp a better ftate.pf h^th, 

b\^ tbRfc-*'V^^^^ Ja4tteriijg, andthe,l^.opespfall. who 

h^d'ibv^^^^^ to ih^iT great re- 

^^ correiponocntjltfeat he was better with refpeft t04he 

b afthma. 
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afthroa, could lie dowrt in bed and get fome flcep^ he thus* de-- 
fcrib'd tije ftate in which he then was: ** I ought tobe thank* 
" ful for every mitigatioey of pain^ but it becomes, I thinks 
'* plainer tlian ever, that I have a rcai attack of the dropfy^ 
** which whether I Ihall gcft the better of, or ity by Kid by^ 
** get the better of me,, is a queftion. I totter on my legs, and 
^ tho' 1 look pretty well, yet there are few intervals in the 
•' day wherein I have any thing like ftrength either of body 
•* or mind* .However, I fet no bounds to my Saviour's. 
•* power, if he fees it good, to continue iwe here a fittle 
*• longer; but it is hardly to be any mereexpeCteti in mf 
** cafe. 1 really do all Ican^ to fupport ray impair'd con- 
♦* ftitution, and* walk mdftdays a little in the chapel or bu- 
** rying-ground, 'till I am ready to drop down. All that 
•' I can properly defire of my gracious Lord is, that he 
*• would be mercifiit to me an unworthy finner, wafli me 
'* from all my unfaithfulnefs and trdnrgrefiSohs in his. 
** blood, keep mie in communion with himfetf and his peo- 
** pie, l^elpme to behave rightly, at leaft not offenfively,.' 
*• in my fickhefs, and be perceptibly near to me in my lafl 
•' hour^ whenever it is to be.** 

■\ 
it appeared from this, letter, that the congregation cojn- 
Jnitted to his^ charge, could not receive from him, irt 
his infirtft ft^e, that fervice which -was indifpenfably re- 
^liifite i and as there was reafon to fear that his concern for 
thofe infrufted to his caref, would incline him to attempt 
tiiorfe than h^ could perform, and by that means h^ften his 
end ; it War propbfed, thart he fhouM change the place of 
hi^ abod^ for ahother, where he might pafs the remainder 
et his dying life, witliout any concern of mind relating to 
the duties of his office, and only enjoy the love of all about 
him; This offer was agreeable to his oyvn phbicc- And 
Ke was fo much rcfpefted and* beloved by all who knew; 

.Jiii 
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Ms p^rfonal qualities, .that ?ny of his friends in the neigh- 
)K>urhood, WQuld have given him the kindeft reception, 
-^d have confidered it, as a priveldge, to do all in their 
power to admiaifter to his fervke and comfort. But up,- 
on farther cQafideratiou on this propofal, he wrote to his 
friends in {jondon to this purpoft? : I am- fully^ convinced 
that what has been propofed with regard to me proceeded 
from a very kind inteiHion to make all tlungs as conveni- 
-cnt fpr me a$ poffible^ Forthefe affefting p^roofs of chrifti- 
an Ipve, I fliall retain, to my lateft breath, a deep fenfe of 
gratitude. But ibme circiimftances have juft now oc- 
<airred to me, which render it a matter .of doiAt, whether 
Ifliould leave liny fiation, or inake a furtlwr trial of my 
abilities with the affiftance which is at hand, that the re- 
;gular courfe of fervice, for the fouls under my care, may 
jbe continued without intermiffion, *till I depart this life. 

: In another fetter, dated July «8, 1771, which was his 
iaft, he declared the (ituation of b;is .rnlnd to the'following 
efiefi : " The writing of the ks^ lines before the prefent, 
** was the work of feveraJ ^days, attended with more dif- 
** ficulty and pain than any one is ?J)le to conceive, who 
** does not feel yhat I h«ve fuffcred. But to complain is 
** difagreeaWe to me. The conftant prayer of my heart, 
*• moll tenderly united with yours, is for the Welfare and 
** profperity of the church of God, and efpecially that part 
**; of it, which is the immediate objeft of our care. May 
**. our faithful and heft Friend who purchafed it with his 
** blood and is the fupreme head thereof, fo defend hid 
•• people amidft all oppofition, and fupport his fervants, - 
** who labour in the word and dpftrine, and have the ge- 
" neral charge over his houfe, that the feveral members 
" of it may increafe in faith, hope, and love, to their com- 
.'* fort and joy. 

"With 
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*' Wirfi rcfpca to myiWf, if I itey jbi^ friwft XHASkt I 
*' £^el; I can think 06 otbervrife dim tiki 1 sem \^ M» 
*• the end 0t my oourfe. Thereibrc idl wiy ^tt^ls »« t^4 
-^ teted 'i^ t^, that tky grtcioas Lbrd ma^ t^ifli nffe, a fiflr- 
*' iler^ in his blood, and abide always near tti^; fefpcdalJf 
" m lUy lail ^kUrewitt." 

Frpm hi* wkole dfemeanonr in ev^ry fiiagfe 6i his iHhifR, 
it ^^pe^U^ that he H^d^ in a ^at de^^, iMe fam^l iiiiiifS 
\trhidi Wi^ id hirLord knd Matter* ih ttiof^ imferVib, 
wherein he was in fom^ mcafure free frohi pain, and w^ 
thereby enabled to perform ariy p^rt of his xtiiaHlerial fuhc'- 
tion, whether be pireacb^ to a pobiit iwcfitdry, brexplaiA-^ 
e4the/criptu):tJ a private company , he &f)prdve4 fiiih* 
felf |U> all who briird him, a 6ct4e well iMtraded ^n^ 
the kingdom of Heaven. The fliMc he tA.\2tnikd Ao^fe a!| 
other books, and from that facred volume, as .his moft im- 
portatit treafure, he dreW the ' fpirit u well d» matter bf kll 
Ills dticour&s. from ^his flandard o^^ dtvltie titith liis d^^ 
trine nj^cr varied, aad Ms pi'a^te wjis a living feiin^ }s^ 
the truths he taught. The laft fUbjcft idaetecrf hte treaiftd 
with ni9re than u^a} energy andedificitioik to hit keanrfRs, 
was, '"^Z Set yom- alfeftiplis oh things ibtjvfe;" &fc. Cdl: fiiJ' 
2. Th^^ exbortajtion herein ^i\fen was c^cemp^ifi^ hi' 
h]s own dili>ofiticyi ^nd cofldu£J. For is HwldWfS&t 
lieaveaJiad made hrm heayenly, tod the defare to be wwh 
Klim,, who endHred tlie CYofs for him and \y»s thcrrforelasi ' 
great oSjeft^ had difengag.e4 bis h<^rt frDtaall t^rtWy at- 
tachments, fo,*hrs beneVolencfe pTon^pded him d>d6«gddd' 
to all wifbin the compafs of hij; in^oeifce* Aitioiis Hiie; ' 
many inftances of per fohs it\ aftiftion io wivom he IflftJ ' 
been an inftrumeat of hejp and com£6dt, wsa one flprvtehNSd ' 
in diftrefs of the pidft compHdat^d HdXtm, whdfe '&j>6fcd 
mind, by bis compaflionatc attention, was fo )aQi&di 'fie* 

lieved. 
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Ttcv^, aM Kii^at^ ^/ifiih M yTOtttii tlbpt of & fpetiSf At^ 
mvSiiyn firdft ]^ afhd-ftitif tb e*dltft jof irmf reft, that al), 
ts^ wtffe coi^fdtirr^ ft5r «hd lyttfpattiis«« v^iA flic fufletet; 
fSjciicId bn hk aetotwiti ahd it wis faid if foihe, thsit if hi« 
bctttr&Hior Bafl cdriie into €idft p^rts for his &k6 alone, 
. fli^ iy4idi iottd with ffefjiea tbliltti, wt>uld have well an- 
f\^i*a tlte*^t^(tea^ aM trtubfeoffiis jtmrney tW^^^ 

His fpMei* ^ Wefiilh^ '^i^ febttti^ed in ^rbportioti lo 
i:b \hit ittdfeidfe ©f feisdifbtdel-. Btit hoWfcver liihited in 
his inflti^tit^ias fit as it fetched fase loft ho bt)ponumty 6f 
coihfiartajg ifie ^r ind *rjeaed, ^d to ifitferceed f6r th6 
ffMaitfs. Updfl the te^ llit0!»raiffion 6f jain he was al. 
^^^ ftidy fe cohrerfe with ait)fe abbtitliim upon the 
ifioft ihtefcftirtg fdbje^ foir theijr l^difieation and comfort. 
*flttgftati*6ncferh ofSis mihdind heart W4s for the further- 
ance of the Gofpel, foir thi AiXxiA ih genfetal, and for that 
part of it which was under hi^ immediate qare, that it might 
gtk^ in ioitit «hdfte ^laii^ed by ctjiintlefs iiumba-s lb ihe 
^Tt b(m Ra€±^. WiA the farne folicitiide for the 
b*HJ*t bf M %§aMff«»n lit bi-ge, |lfe not bfily drew up 
{dAe^eeMU^ onlBfe Welchten|tie, ahd gtttthttiatical infti* 
t^imk ih thtt feng^i foir iflie life of ^glUh preacher?/ 
im> ^al ^^dnp tmn, thujl Ipea^ f6 ^S tbhe Und^r- 
ftd64, Wt c«fe»a i^y J^^irt at thfe thrbhe of grace in 
thfeft WftSiff, ^eh, iitim 14 Ab docft^,^ will fobner or later 
bfe^teSfwefed? f rbih thfe hatuite 6i Hh Jifbi-der, which be- 
d&teifag lEk:^ ti^ nibre o{>pre{five fc^ce allowed him any 
fleep, he was ^tiypiAcnfite, that hfe fcoiiM he deprived ot 
tbeufe of his mental faculties; but knowing in whom he 
lMkf9tA, W^iA(\Alfdi^kM^^ his 

cftfcj^ toa^^cd^Jhfe iJmt 'fhitV whb \^^ With him were 
afftiaM St-ffe i««5pSa of fih?b -kh tvfeht, hfc taid : All He* 
mSi h'^tiVMit', fctts ^tf lOiA. to Ifito, jtoi &e end 

will 
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vrilLbe bleffed. If at any .time, through extremjc pain^ a 
word of complaint JFell trotn. him, which viery rarely- 
happened, upon rccolleflion he acknowledged ihc impro^- 
priety of it, faying, I ought not to fpeajt fo, it might be 
much worfe with me, I am gracloufly deak with; whicl? 
was generally his anfwer to thofe who aiked him how he 
<lid. At the laft commui^ion, which he attended in pubr 
lie, on Sunday, September 8, he partook of tliat facre4 
ordinaijce with tlie humility and .reyerem:e which becomes 
afinnerin the prefence of pod his Saviour^^and, at the 
fame time with the uoSiaken confidence in hisjnercy, 
which is peculi^ to th^ true believer. Jn 6ngii3ig, at the 
coriclufion of this awfof folemaity, a verie 0f pr,aife and 
thankfgiving, which he began himfelf, tlic communicants 
were imprcffed with fuch a lively fenfe of that peace which 
the world cannot give^ that many gratefuf tears flowed 
from every eye in ih^ hfippy aflejnbly* 

When, thrpugli an entire weaknefs of body, he jcoul<J 
no longer attend the congregation, fuch a meafgre of grace 
was bellowed upon him, that his private cQ^erfation witli 
^11 who vifited him, had the moft happy and beneficial inr 
fluenceupon their minds^' Hi^ thoughts wejre jcpnftantly 
employed in the things pf Pod, and tl;ie concerns of U$ 
church ; Vo that^ what he faid upon all o^cafipns was fo in- 
teretling, that every one who beard him, and whofe me-^ 
mory could not retain the particulars of what had been 
fpoken, lamented afterwards, that he had not prejsrved in 
writing, what well- deferved to be remembered* 

Being always ready to acl^nowiedge th^ leaft affifiance 
jreceiyed from others, he could not fufiiciently thank thofe 
about him for the kind offices they had done him, and par^ 
jticularly his dear wife, for the great faithfulnefs flie had 

fliewn, 
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ffievm, and the tender nurfing care with which he had heen 
attended by her in every ftage of his illnefs. In this bene- 
volent and grateful ftate of mind he paflcd the remainder 
of his Kfe here helow. As long as the ability of utterance- 
lafted, whoever came near him in the day-time, or watched 
with him in the night, was fenfibly affefted with what, out of 
the fullnefs of his heart, his mouth fpake. He cxprcfleJ, 
as well as he was able, the living fenfe he had of the un- 
deferved mercy of God, ' arid of the unlimited kindnels of 
his friends; giving them the moft falutary advice for their 
fpiritual improvement : and fining with a cheerfttl, tho* 
faultering tone of voice^ verfes of praife and adoration to 
Him who had redeemed and wafhed Iiim from his (ins in 
his own blood. 

At length, when he feemed no more to have tlie power of 
fpeedi, he lay ftill; and it appeared to them who were prefent 
with him^ that the awftil minute of expiration drew near. » 
For a while he was fcarce perceived to breathe, but alt 
at once he exerted the feeble eflfcrts of diflblving nature to 
fpeak his earneft defire to be at home with his moft graci* 
ous Lord: and juft before the clofe of. all his fufferinga 
was heard to pray with emphafis in thefe words : " Dear 
** Saviour I remember my poor name, and come, come 
•* foon/' Shortly after his petition was granted, and He, ' 
whom his foul loved, took him into his eternal fecurity, 
on Friday morning September 13, 1771. The witnefles 
of his happy departure, were ftruck with a reverential fen- 
fation of the peace of God on this occafion. His refi* 
dence here on earth lafted 60 years, 4 months, 3 weeks, 
and 1 day. He left two children behind him, a fon and a 
slaughter, who, with his widow, are ftill living. 

To (hew the members of the eft^bliflied church, in a 

ftricking^^ 



Digitized b% 



Google 



^^iv TH^LIFEOF 

ftricfeing .point 9f yic^y, Xh& treafiire of found daQrine con- 
twined ki t^9 Boojs. of Commoa-Prayer, and to endear tp 
tbcTP Uat a^tient formulary of publi? devotion^, he pub- 
Jilbedintbc year 176^, wi^hpiukis name, ^ PiortSum- 
jTiacy of Chriftifln Dparine, by w^y pjf quefijon and an- 
fwei[, the itnJfvTQrs being all n^de in the foHfi^ aj^d fcrip- 
tural woris of the Cbv»:cb of Englapd. 

' fie alfo compofed feveral hymns cxpreffive of the fitn- 
atlon and defires of his own heart, which are inferted in 
the brethren's hymn book. Thefe, with other pieces^ 
which'^he wrote in verfc or profe at different periods of his 
Kfe, and have been feparately piAlilhed, are cplleSed lii 
the fubfequent pages. 

It is the carneft prayer of the Editor, that every one who 
m^4^.ihtt prP^^Pg ^Mrmtive* and the fe»«^ fuccelfive 
j.^i:ls9f 4^fei5«AWlwWf VMY. hy tJae: Wefling of God, dcux^ 
bp^(Pi:^)aAd j^fiafusei^lfi^ kififin,k(mktbt p^u&l. 

oiFeafonto^pprehepd, tjiat the. q^<ild,9n4 
flio fliall pay due attentiori tp that jyhicK is 
tt, will he djflrapj)9intpd pEthe i^j^rpy^- 
nd knowledge, which they, tb^u^li the 
Spirit of Trutb, may wifli to receive from the yjriting^ ot 
i m^, wl>o, though he was ppflefled of fuch inental^j)9w 
crs as too often beget felf-efte^m, yet was di^inguiflied for 
m^knefs sjnd humility, which acconsips^iied hi;n to the Uft 
moTppnXQi his life. His iijyariahle jcpnce^n ^vas^^ot only 
to.giveiv> offenx;e to 2|ny, but ^to dp ^pgd, as f^r,a^^hew?i* 
enabled, to all. men ; and J^is grf?i\tq^ cafe, ^to (pay^in 
with tender fidelity that cp^incfkipn pf heart Yhiqb be en- 
joyed with God-his 3ayipur by being cau.Voi^fly obfepyai^l 
of his will, and con ftantly watchful in preferving the grace 
given hjm as the ^hpjcftft txcafvife, 

THE 
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HElrfJEk'lW Reverend Aulhor of th^' foitewing 
piece ever intended it for publicatiorl is h6t ItnpWii. Sb 
miich is certain', that fdirie y^ars befoi'ehis dfeceafe he' was 
not even pofleflfed of a copy of it ; and but of his peculiar 
inodefiy, arid perhaps b'ecaUfe he kri^wit was not perfeft, 
according to the geiierally received* irules of the drama, and 
for feme other reafons, he wiflied thai it had not ftrayed, in 
manufpript, into the hands of fonie of his friends, who va- 
lued it highly, not only on account of their eftefem for the 
author, hut for its own excellence in point of fentiment. 

TTTiore who had the happinefs to be intimately^ acquainted 
with the author, knew that he" Was of a very ftudious tiirii 
of mind, and could riot be fatisfifed with tht furface and ap^ 
peanince of things, hut fought eagerly aftet ufeful and he* 
Ceflary truth, and Was unwearied in his refearches. Thi# 
induced him not only to read with great attention the holy 
fcriptures, but to ftudy the fathers of the firft centuries; be- 
lieving that in them he fliould find the flxongeft features of 
tlie chriftian religion, and the fulleft proofs of what was 
thedoSririe, difcipline, and temper of the chriftian church, 
at and immediately after the times of the apoftlesi 

Hfe was at a certain time To given up, if we may thus ex* 
prefs it, to the company of the fathers, and fo taken with 
their manners, that lie unintentionally became in his way 
i&f thinking, fpeaking and a£ling, as though he had lived 
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in the firll or fecond century^ arid i» th^ clofeft iirtimarcy* 
with Ignatiu^y Polycarp^ G?c. 
*■ 
He had iir hbyoudi a great fondne&for dnupoatic pkce9»» 
both aiuient and i»odcHi.;. aodthaugk we cannot find that 
he ever frequented the theatres any where, yet looking upon 
dr^liu^P. vyriting^ as a^pleafing and iro^celfive manner o£ 
c;onv^iflg, ideas and aGtioos to others^ wie Tu^poFe he form- 
ed, th^ l^^isn^ of ^^T^S^, ^ 1^^ ^o the public,, yet to totm ot 
h\% frienife^ a rjBgj:eJentatio» of the ftate^ principles, and 
praftice c^tbeicWiiKansiathe.firft and fiecond- century, ia 
a dn^iEWtii; QooigDlkiQn^ 

Hfl'oertairiy heUcvtel,^ Aat. a piece,, wherein the fove of 
Ghrife fined: abroad in the heart by tW Holy GHoA, is fet 
forth a€t producing thcnvofl excellent principles^ in the hu* 
man foul,, viz, devotionr to Gody love to our neighboun,. 
humility, forbeara«cer fiq?lncf&to forgirje-, yea, to love and 
bkA eyen bitter* afliwe,, and powerful encmici, would be 
mom Cuiteyiand edifying to-acbfUSaaa reader, thanifuch as 
are tp© inacfc. invo^ttc to.th^-reproadi of chriftiamty ;. in 
which, luft, pride^ ambition* &c. are called in to afliflLin 
the piroduftion of fomething like virtue, but which cannot 
be woftby ot that name whea proceeding from fuch. vile 
iimd po^fonod fources. 

Qur author, in writing this tragedy adhered to hiAory, 
and has therefore attended Ignatius at Ahtioch, and from 
thence to Rome, by the fame road which he travelled. He 
has given hnn the fame company which he then had ; and 
li^s .prefented Ignatius, Polycarp, afid the Bilhops and Dea- 
cqris who attended at Smyrna to our view, in fuch a clear 
And lively manner, that we are brought into their company. 
Mid hear them fpeak the fentiments written in the epillles 
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of ighatitrt and ?olycafp> knA kt theih aft iijji*<fdible td the 
ttidft authemk accounts which wta hattded down to ti^, bf 
irhat paHad at that tittte t and the wbd^ perform^ce ii fo 
adapted to the fpirit of ftat period, that A^i^ ii harfly 
any thing that can be called hid but the dtefl. 

What Ignatius fpeaks to the Rofflans ili the 4fih aft, is 
Only a vcfficm of \^t he tv^rote to fee thrifttos it Rotne; 
^ . • 

The reafonmgs of the two philofopheri fdf sind againft 
the chrilUan fcheme may be difficult lew fame te^ett to 
tmderftand, but befpeak the genius of the tttoft candid jtfld 
upright of that clafs of men in thofc later tiiftcSi. We wifli 
that the philofophers of ourday Vefe always willing to dif*- 
ctifs the effcntial tenets of diriftianky witll the fataa open^ 
nefs, and to tecmcS the force of tfilih) gl^idded li^on ex- 
perience : then wwfld the fupettiliotis frtecr of contertfpt^ 
and the prompt rejeSSon of ehriftianhy at the firft metition- 
i«g it> gi^e ^^ to, «t feifl!, a mild atnd tbfefarit lemi^* 

• 

We do tt6t pfcfem iUi tothc ptfbKc 4s a perfea drama- 
tie performance ; we are fcnfible it will not bear, in ril re- 
f pefts, to be exjunined by the ftriS rules of criticifm. The 
atithoT has not attended to ulttity of time and place ; but for 
this he will mi be blamed by i*ie admirers bf Shakefpear, 
of by thofe who Iteeve read Ae <be tragedies of Jephthah xtid 
of John Baptift, hf Budhamm, He tafces no pains io ren- 
der the plot intricate, and then to unravel and wind it up, 
fo as to Iea\^e the niind filled with am^^emerit at the event ; 
but lie follows hiffory, without feekmg to awaken the paff- 
lions, or fafprr:ge by Urteomrfion incidents i and yet it is 
to be hoped, that fome will feel many paffages- and inci- 
dents powerfully and ufefully......Had our author himfelf 

' publifhed it, we are perfuaded he would have given it a 
^nifhing which it cannot get now. 
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As this .piece is tha*efore not pFefeirted to the'pub^ca» 
a complete dramatic compofition, it can sfford no employ^ 
inent for critics inthis point of-view* And as to thofe wha 
may b^ offended with the general fcope of this perform- 
ance, and the general tendency of th» do£);rines it ea^ 
forces by no fiftitious examples,^ but with hiftorical faith- 
fulnefs,. they mail employ their critical abilities, not on- the 
author, but on the fathers, and even ojxthe apofUes them- 
felves ; for we cannot help lamenting tt»t the crofs, or the 
power of the incarnation, fufierings, and death of our Jbord. 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift was, is, and will be,, alas I to man^y 
fooliflinefs-; but tb others who are and fliall be faved, the 
power af Gdd and the wifdom of God, i CoR. i. 18. , , . 

The reafon that this piece is now publiflied is this : fun- 
dry copies of it have been procured by different perfons, and 
ibme^of them are very imperfeft.- Many, who have read it,, 
have urged that it might be printed ; and we were not with- 
out apprehenfions that it would fooner or later be publiflied 
fromfome imperfeft or erroneous copy, orty fome one wha 
might mar by attempts to mend^ and we have kexr fome 
fuch copies : therefore we rather chufe to publifh our au- 
thor as we found him^ with the hope that it will be of fome 
ufeandablefBng to many, by their not only reading, but 
feeling fomething of the fpirit of the firfl chriftians. The 
operations and fruits of thae Spirit that glorifies Jefus, muft 
be the fame in all periods of time to the end of the world. 

As many readers may be unacquainted with the fife of 
Ignatius, we have been defired to give fome account of this- 
felcfTed martyr^ which we will do from the befc authorities^ 
daat have come to our handsr- 
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WUp WAS ALSO CAi:.LEP 



T H E O P H O R U S. 



J? ROM what parents Ignaijus fprung,,is not told us; 
Bor is it certain where be was botn, but tbis bpnor hai 
been afcribed to. Nora in Sardinia. 

There is a tradition that he was the little child \rfiom 
our blefied Lord^iid Saviour £et before the difciples, whea 
be told them, that; Except thty xjatrt converted^ and becaim 
4LS little children^ theyjhould not enier into the kingdom heaven^ 
But as the proofs handed down to us are not fuQcient to 
^uthenti^te this^relation, we cannot deliver it as a faft ; 
nor. is it material to our, purpofe, as tb^ intention is only 
to gwe, from the be^ authorities, fome account of what 
the grace of God ma4e Ipjjatius tp be 33 a cbriftian, a \>u 
(hop, and a martyr. 

This apppears certain, that he was contemporary and 

particularly acquainted with the apoftles of our I«ord, and 
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rfictivad iBftntftioiii &<m ibofe firft aii4 mfpifad m^M* 
gers of God our Saviour, and that he and Polycarp were 
more efpecially difciplcs of St. John. 

Having approved hntifeff as a chrifttin mdeed, and as a 
devoted andanointedfervant of our Lord Jefus Chrift, he 
vras, upon the deceaie of Euodius, chofen by the apoftles 
Bi&opof Amiocb, the oidtropolls of Syria, andwaicgit* 
fecrated thereunto by them with impofition of hands. 

Thus he muft havfe ^ontimi^ many (it is faid forty) 
years in this important fun£tion; and we are told, by thofe 
who attended him to his martyrdom at Rome, and who 
gave an account of his death, that ** he was a man in all 
** things like unto the apoftles;" fo that he muft have 
been, in all refpefts, a worthy and venerable bifliop, ap* 
proving himfelf in the fight of all men as a fsdthful fteward 
over the hoUQiold of Obd; and that he was, as h faid of 
him, ** like a divine lamp illuminating the hearts of tho 
*• £aithfuH)y his cxpofition of the Holy Scriptures.*' 

ThAthewa^ closed with humility, appears from all his 
epiftles ; for though fo highly efteemedas a faithfiil fliep« 
herd apd biOiop, and on the Wdy to receive that which was^ 
in thofe days, efteeraed the higheft poffible honor that a., 
human creature and an heir of grace could polTefs^ the 
crown of rtiartyrdom; yet, in writing to the Romans, 
Smymaeans, £?r. ct^ndeming the church of Syria, Jie fays 
of himfelf, ^* I am even afhswhed to be reckoned as one of 
•• them : for hbither am I Worthy, being the leaft among 
" them, and as one born out of due feafon. But through 
*' mercy I Jiave obtained to be fomebodyi if I fliall get to 

That 



Digitized by 



Google 



St, IGNATIUS, y 

That the love of God was feed .abroad in his heart ^f 
the Holy Glioft, is evident from sjfi he lias witttttu THc 
work of redemption by the incarnation, l^ife, '&^e<niig; 
^nd death ©t our Lord jfelus Chrift, an4 tts ifefart'e&ion 
Tor our j unification, being deeply impreffed on life)ieait by 
the Holy Ghoft, made hira a living witncfs of 'the power 
of the great falvation to all around liim, and a iC4;)ldB:ant id- 
culcator of the redemption in Chrift's f)lood. 

We mull not expeft to find In thoTe of liisi^|>ilMteS Vh}di 
are extant, a iiegular fyftem of divinity^ He Vri^ie lettfert 
to feveral chiurches, and to Polytarp, ^hen h6 was hurried 
to Rome under a guard of rude foldicts; we tliereforft fitid, 
that although the ^eat and fundamental truths of due 
^ofpel are aflerted throughout his epiAle^ yet he only 
wrote about fuch cafes as related to their and )iis^6^n dr- 
cumftances at that time* 

As the Spirit of Jefos infufes love, meetnefs, forTiear- 
ance, and the mpft real concord and union, fo he, as a 
iflifcijieof St. John, who le^mt it an the breaft of hi* gra- 
(cious Mifter, earneftly exhorted the churches to ffetnain in 
brotherly love and Union ^f heart Thu^, lA his epiftte to 
<he Magnefians, he Wxkes, ** I Iklute the chfirches ; wift- 
^* ingin4lic» an iMifton{)Gth<^ibe body andi^irit of JefUs 
^ Chrift, owr^lemalJifie.*' Again* ** I athc»t you to do 
*• all things in a divine oonoortL— Lot m) ofife look upbn 
*• his neighboiH- rfter the flelh; b»tdo you all mutually 
^* love each other in Je&is Ckif Ag^n, " l^iH ^^^^ 
** together in the fame plaee, haVeon(e i^&nmion pt^ycr ; bhe 
*^ fupplicatidn; one mi»d; ohe libpfe; inlbVfc, aftd injby 
*• undefiled. There is one t/xc& jefus Chrifc than whom 
*^ nothing is better. Wherefore come ye all together as 
** ai^to one temple of God ; as to one altar, as to one Jefu^ 
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V Chrift,, who proceeded from one J^ather, and exifts in 
" one, apd h iieturned t(^ one" The Trallians he exhorts 
to. ". love every one his brother with an unfeigned* heart. '* 
To tlie P.hiladelphians he writes, " Come all together Into 

V one place with an undivided heart:" andhefpeaks out 
of the &me fpirit in all his epiftles. 

. As this was a fubjeft which he urged agreeable to the 
mind of his beloved Lord and Mafter, fo he was fired with 
hojy indignation againft all thofe who fought to foment 
diflenfions, by introducing do&rines contrary to the mind 
of Ghrift. He tells the Ephefians, " There are fomc who 
** carry about the name of Chrift in deceitfulnefs, but do 
** things unworthy of God ; thefe ye mull flee, as ye 
" wouli fp many wild beafts : for they are ravening dog^, 
** who bite fecretly: againft whom you muft guard your- 
** felves as men hardly to be cured. Wherefore let no one 
** deceive, as indeed neither are ye deceived,, being wholly 
•* the fervants of God. For inafmuch as there is no con- 
"tention among you, which can trouble you, ye mull 

V .needs .Uve/according to God's will," To the Tralliaris 
he writes, " Stop your e^rs, therefore,, as often as any one 
** fliall fpeak contrary to Jefus, Chrift, who was of the race 
9f David, of the virgin Mary.** To the Philadelphians, 
** Asbecomes the children bothof the light and ofthetruth, 
•* flee divifipjis andfalfe dqftrines: but where your fliep- 
"herd is, there do ye, as flieep,^ follow aften For there. 
** are many wolves who feemwprthy.of belief, that, with a 
*'.faHe+ ple^fure, lead captive thofe that run in the courfe 
i* of God; but in your concord . th^y flia II find no 
** place. Be not deceived^ brethren : if any one follows 
*< him that maketh a fchifiq in the church, he fliall not in^ 

• Qr undivided. ^ "~ . -f Or ^vi^ 
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" herit the kingdom of God. If any walks after any other 
" opinion, he agrees n6t with the paflion of Chrift. Love 
" unity : flee divifions : be the followers of Chrift as he was 
" of the Father..... Where there is divifion and wrath, God 
" dwelleth not." 

From hence, and many other paflages in his epiftles. 
It appears evident, that there were in his days, as there had 
been even in the time of the apoftles, men of corrupt 
minds, who fowed feeds of diflenfion among the childrer^ 
of God, and who turned the grace of God into licentiouf- 
nefs; and that he fa w beforehand reafon to caution the 
chriftians againft fuch who fhould arife, perverting the 
truth, or holding it in unrighteoufnefs ; touching whom^ 
he tells the Trallians, " That fuch confound together the 
" doQrine of Jefus Chrift with their own poifon, whilft they 
" feenl worthy of belief, as men give a deadly poifon mixed 
" with fweet wine, which he, who is ignorant of it, does, 
j* with the treacherous pleafure, fweetly drink in his own 
"death." He adds, "Wherefore guard yourfelves againft 
*• fuch perfons ; and that ye will do if ye are not puffed 
" lip." Of fuch deceivers he fays, ' in his ^piftle to the 
Ephefians, " Thofe that corrupt|| families by adultery, 
" fliall not inherit the kingdom of God. If therefore they, 
** who do this according to the flefh, have fuffcred death ; 
" how much more ftiall he die, who by his wicked doc- 
•* trine corrupts the faith of God, for which Chrift was 
" crucified ? He§ that is thus defiled (hall depart into un* 
" quenchable fire, and fo he that hearkenst unto him." 

He warns the Philadelphians againft thofe who preach 

the Jewifli law, and adds, " For it is better to receive the 

" ** doftrin^ 

J Corrupters of houfc*. S Such an one defiled. + Hears him. 
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*• do£Uinc of Chrift from one ihaX has been circumcifeJ^ 
** than Judaifip from one that has not. But if either the 
** one or the other do not fpeak concerning Chrift Jefus^ 
'*' they feem to me to be but as monuments and fepulchres 
*• of the dea4, upon which are only written the names of 
** men. Flee therefore the wicked arts and fnaros of the 
.** .prince of this world, left at any time being opprefled by 
V his cunning, ye grow cold in your love.** 

It is evident that he had to combat againft various kinds 
^f cori'upters of the word of life, and particularly alfo a- 
gainft tliofe who oppofed the ground of our falvation, the 
reality of the iacaroation, fuSering«, ^d death of God our 
Saviour. Thefe held, that our bleffed Lord did not take 
on him true flefli, nor fuffered really, but only in appear- 
ance, and their principles led them to ^1 loofenefs and li- 
bertinifm. With a view to this horrible herefy, which^ 
with many others, began to fliow their heads in tlie eaft^ 
he writes to the Smyrnaeans, ** I have obfervcd that you 
** are fettled in an immoveable faith, as if you were nailed 
•* to the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift, both in tlie flelh 
*• and in the fpirit; and are confirmed in love through the 
** blood of Chfift; being fully perfuaded of thofe things 
•* which relate unto our Lord, who truly was of tlie race 
** of David according to the fld&, but the Son of God ac- 
** cording to the will and power of God; truly bom of the 
** virgin and baptised of John, that fo all righteoufneli 
** might be fulfilled by him- He was alfo tmjy crucifiecl 
" by Pontius pilatc, and Herod the tetrarch, being nailed 
" for us in the flefh ; by the fruits of which zve are^ even 
" by his moft bleffed paffion, that he might fet up a token 
** lor all ages through his refurreftion, to all his holy and 
" faithful fervants, whether they be Jews or Gentiles, in 
'* one body of his church. 

"* Now 
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" Now aU thefc things he fufiered for us, that we might 
^* be laved. And he fuffered truly, as he alfo truly raired 
•♦ up timfelf : andnot as fome unbelievers fay, that he only 
•* feeiued to txiSex, diey themfelves only fecming to be. 
^ And as they behe:?e,,fo (hall it happen unto them; when 
** beingdivcftedof the body they £ball become mere fpirits.* 

" But I know that even after hisrefurreClionhewasinthe 
*' fldh; and I believe that he is ftill fo. And when he came 
" tothofe who were with Peter, he faid, Take, handle me, 
** and fee that I am not an incorporeal daemon. And 
** ftnughtway they felt him, and believed, being convinc- 
'* ed both by his fiefli and fpirit. For this caufe they de- 
*• fpifed death, and were above it. But after his refurrec^ 
•* tion he did eat and drink with them, as he was flefli ; al- 
•* though, asto^his fpirit, he was united to his Father. 

** Now thefe things I put you in mind of, not qucftion- 
^ ing but that you yourfelvcs believe that they are fo. But 
•* I arm you before hand againft certain beafts in the fliape. 
•• ot men, whom you muft not only not receive, but, if it 
^ be poffible, not meet with." However, he exhorts them 
10 pray for their repentance. 

It is evident that he looked upon the manifeftation of 
God in the flefli, and his living, fufiering, and dying the 
^^Msc^ffeddeath of the croCs for us, as the great and effeflual 
taufe of our falvation, of the union between Chrift and 
\dB members, and of the onenefs of the individuals with 
iim and with each other, by conftant declarations to this 
eie&« In his epiftle to the Ephefians he fays, *' Let my life 
** bt i^crificed for the doflrine of the crofs, which is in*. 
*. "deed 
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"* deed a fcandal to unbelievers, but to us is falvation and 
** eternal life. Where is the wife man ? Where is the dif- 
** puter ? Where is the boafting of thofe who are called 
**wire? For our God; Jefus Chrift, was, according to 
" the difpenfation of God, conceivedf in the womb of 
" Mary of the feed of David, by the Holy Ghoft." 

Spealdng farther on this fubjeft he fays tliat this new- 
Star (hone and fent out its light aibove all other ftars. 
** Hence, fays he, all the power of magic was diffolved,* 
"and every band of wickedhefs was deftroyed ; men's 
*' ignorance was taken away, and the old kingdom abolifli* 
** ed; God himfelf appearing* in the form of a man for the 
"renewal of. eternal life." To the Philadelphians he, 
writes, after fpeaking of thofe who, out of ftrife and a fpi- 
rit of criticifm, rejefted or perverted the gofpel, " To me 
" Jefiis Chrift is inftead of all the uncorrupted monuments 
" in the world : together' with* tlfcfc UridefiledH momi* 
•* ments, his crofs, and death, and refurreftion, and the 
'• faith which is by him ; by which I defire, through your 
"prayers to be jiiftified.'* In his addrefs to the church at 
Tralles in Afia, he (^ails them, " Beloved of God theEa- 
" ther of Jefus Chrift, eleft, and worthy of God, having 
f' peace through the flefii, and blood, and paflion of Jefus 
" Chrift our hope, in the refurreSion which is by him." 
Jn his falutation to the church of Philadelphia, he fays tba"t 
it " has obtained mercy, being fixed in the concord of God, 
" and rejoicing evermore in the paflion of our Lord, and 
"being fulfilled in all mfercy through his r^furreftioii : 
• ' which* he adds, " I falute in the bldod of Jefus Chrift, 
" which IS our eternal and undefiled joy." In his epiftla 
to tbe Smyrna^ans he wrkes, " I falute your very worthy 

"bifhop» 

f Carried. J Being made manifcft. " || Untouched,. 
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" bifliop, ajjid your venerable prefbytery, and your dea- 
•' cons my fellow fervants, and all you in general, and 
*' every one in particular, in the name of Jefus Chrill, 
•* and in his flefh and blood, and in his paflion and refur- 
*• reftion, both bodily and fpiritually, and in the unity 
•* of God with you/' 

Thus the ftupendous work of redemption by our Lord 
Jefus Chrift was to him the foundation of all hope, and 
the root from whence every happy principle in the heart 
and every good fruit in the walk and converfation of man 
mull fpring. Yet far from looking upon chrillianity as 
the philofophers did upon their fyfterns, as a matter of 
pleafing fpeculation only, he knew it to be powerfully- 
operative. He therefore fays, in his epiftle to the Ephe- 
fians, " Chriftianity is not the work of an outward pro- 
" fcffion, but Ihews itfelf in the power of faith, if a man 
** be found fadthful unto the end." And to the Romans he 
fays, " A chriftian is not a work of opinion, but of 
•' greatnefs ofmind^". He therefore, writing to the Ephe- 
fians, recommends faith and love, which he lays " are the 
•* beginning and end of life : for faith is the beginning, 
•' and the end is love ; and thefe two joined together^ are 
*' of God ; but all other things, which concern a holy life, 
" are the confequences of thefe.** He therefore exhorts, 
** Let us do all things as becomes thofe who have God- 
** dwelling in them, that we may be his temples, and he 
*• our God." To the Trallians he writes, " Whereas ye 
** are fuhjeft to your.bifliop as to Jefus Chrift, ye appear 
** to me to live not after the manner of men^, but according 
** to Jefus Chrift, who died for us,^ that fo believing in his 
** death, ye might efcape death. 

Befides^ 
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Befides his inftniCHons to }ovt one anothct, he ex- 
horts the Ephefians to " pray without ceafing for Ofhet 
" men ; for," he adds, ** there is hope of repentance in 
** them, that they may attain unto God. Let them thcre- 
'* fore at leaft be inftrufted by your works, iftiuf mil be 
•* norther way. Be ye mild at their anger, humble at their 
"boafting: to their blafphemies, return your prayers; to 
'• their error yourfimmefs in the faith: when they arc 
" <:rud, be ye gentle ; not endeavouring to inritarte their 
*• ways : let us be their brethren in all kindncfs and mo* 
** deration, but let us be followers of the LoR0 ; for who 
** was evermore unjuftly ufed, more deffiitute, more de- 
•* fpifed ? that fo no herb of the devil may be foxmd in you : 
** but you may remain rn all holinefs and fobriety, both of 
" body and fpirit, in Chrift Jcfus." 

From hence, and much more which we might add from 
liis own words, it is obvious what was the fpirit, tem'per, 
and walk of Ignatixis, who was well a^vare of the infcif. 
ficiency of words, and the neceffity of reality, as he feys 
to the Ephefians, ** It is better for a main to hold his pe^ice, 
" and i^,+ than to fay he is a chriflian\ and not to be. It is 
" good to teach, if what he fays he does likewife." And 
again he faith, *' No man profeffing a true faith, fmneth ; 
" neither does he who has love, hate any. The tree is made 
" manifeft by its fmits ; fo they, who profefs themfelves 
** to be chriftians, are known by what they do." 

We cannot difcover his charaQer and condufl as a bi- 
(hop, better than by the advice which he gives his beloved 
brother, co-difciple, and afterwards fellow martyr, Pdly- 
carp ; as a (ketch of the tertour of his own temper and ^v^k, 
in that important funftion, he writes : 

" I bet 

t Speaking aiul not to be* 
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•• 1 befeech thee^ by the grace of God, with which thou 
•*art clothed, to pters forward m thy courfe, and to e>c. 
** hort all others that they may be faved. Maintain thy 
** place with all care^ both of body and fpirit : make it thy 
** endeavour to preferve miity, than which nothing is bet- 
•* ter. Bear with all men, cfvcn as the Lord with thee. 
•* Support aH in love, ^ alfo thou doft^ Pray without 
** ceafing. Afk more underftanding than what thou at- 
^ ready haft. Be watchful, having thy fpirit always awake. 
*** Speak with every one according as God fhall enable 
^ thee. Bear the infirmitres of all, as a perfeft combatant. 
*• If thou ihalt love the good difciples what thanks is it? but. 
** rather do thoufubjeft inmeeknefs thofethatare mifchiev- 
•*^ ous. JEvery wound is not healied by. the fame plaifter r 
** if the acceffions of die difeafe be vehement, nx>llify them 
** with foft remedies : be in all thirds wife as a ferpent^ 
** and harmlefa as a dove. Be fober as a combatant of God. 
"' Let not thofe that feem worthy of credit, but teach other 
** doflrines difturb diee. Stand firm and immoveable as ai> 
*• anvil when it is beaten upon. It is the part of a com- 
** balant to be wounded, and yet to overcome,*' G^r. 

Here wc may fee the pifture of Ignatius as a bifliop.— 
Hfe exhorts all the churches to whom he wrote, to love^ 
honor, and obey their bifliops,. prefbyters, and deacons, as 
highly neceflary for their own edification, the maintaining 
of unity, and preventing the machinations of Satanw 

He had a foreboding and earneft defire to become a 
martyr,, and wiflied for nothing more than to feal with his- 
death the truth of the gofpel to which he had borne fuch ar 
loud and convincing teftimony for fo many years. How- 
/ ever, he efcaped the ftorms of the various perfecutions un- 
der Domitian, although he withftood the raging flood,, by 

fupporting* 
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fupporting and ftrengt;hening thofc who were ready to fink 
In thefe times of trial, and fuch who were not a$ yet well 
grounded In the faith. 

Though the church at Antloch, and tliroughout all Sy*- 
ria, certainly rejoiced at his being flill left among them, as 
one who fed the church of God which he had purchafed 
with his own blood; and he rejoiced greatly himfelf, when 
the perfecution abated, at the tranquillity of his church; yet 
. he was troubled as to himfelf, that he had not been thought 
worthy to fufler for his Lord, as though he had not at- 
tained to a true love of Chrift, nor was come up to the 

pitch of a perfeft difciple Continuing therefore . fom« 

years longer with his Church, as a faithful and approved 
fliepherd, he at length attained to the fummit of his wifbes. 

Trajan,* In the nineteenth year of his empire, coming 
From his conqueft of the Scythians and Daclans, and many 
other nations, looked upon it as needful to the rendering 
his dominion abfolute and univerfal, to fiibdue the fpirit 
of the chrillians, and oblige them ** to worfliip the DeviJ, 
" with all other nations." The perfecution was renewed ; 
and fear came upon the cln-iftians as they muft either fa« 
orifice or die. On this account out valliant foldierof Je- 
fus Chrift, being in fear for the church of Antioch, and 
hoping thereby to avert the ftorm, was voluntarily brought 
before Trajan, who was then ^t Antioch in his way to Ar- 
menia and the Parthians againft whom he was haftening. 

Being come into the prefence of Trajan, the emperor 
taid unto him, 

/ What 

* The relation of the martyrdom of St. Ignatius, 
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What a wicked wreteht art thou, thus to endeavour .to 
tranfgrefsour commands, ahdtp perfuade others alio to do 
the like, to their deftruftion ! 

Ignatius anfwer'd : No one ought to call Theophorus 
after fuch a" manner; forafmuch as all wicked Tpirits are 
departed far from th€{ fervants of God. But if becaufe I 
am a trouble to thefe evil fpirits, you call me wicked, with 
r^fer^nce to th.em, I co^fefs the charge : for having with- 
in me Chrift the heavenly K*mg, I diflblve all the fnaresx>f 
thofe devils. 



Trajan replied ; And who is Theophorus ? 

Jgn, He who has Chrift in his breaft* 

Traj. And do not we then feem to thee to have the 
gods within us, who fight for us agsunft our enemies ? 

.Ion, You err. in that you call the evil fpirit&of the hea- 
thens gods; for there is but one God, who made heaven 
and earth, andthefea, and all that are in them ; And one^ 
Jesus Christ his only begotten Son j wh^fe kingdom 
iaaylenjoy! * 

Traj. His kingdom, you fay, who was crucified iindeir- 
Pontius. Pilate?. 

Ign. His, who crucified my fin, with the inventor of 
it, and has put all tlie deceit and malice of the devil under 
the feet of thofe who cariy him in their hearj, - 

■ C •/;■ '^' : ■ -" Traj;' 

f Or dcvU, 
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T^Aj- tJoft ihp'ii tjlciij darry Hipi £!ij^ va$ c^*cigfe4 
mfliin tliee ? 

Iqh. I 4p ; for it is ^ritten^ " | )^lld?^eU in th^m ani4 
** walk in them,** 

Then ^tk^jh^if prpnounced &i$ fcritj^^hcc ^gainft'iife : 

^* FpR4SM UCH af ignatius h^s *a>nfefli4. that ht carrie$ 
** about y/itliin himiTelf Mifti that waft» crucified, we conir 
f* n^nd fh^t he be ci^rped bpund by fpldiers tp preat Kome, 
*' there to he thrown 19 the beafts^ fpr tlie f ntertainmic^t 
<" of the people/^ 

When the holy martyr jiegird uus fentejidfe, Ihe cried 6uj 
yjlitixXOYp Ifhq^kfheet Q Lord, that thou haft vouckfafc4 
to honour m with a p^feB toye towards iX^^^ ajidkqft mcuk 
tne to put on iron lond^ with thy dpqfite Fatd. 

. HayJ^ fajd this, Ke with joy jputpn'^his'^bond^^^^^ 
havipg.firjli p^aye^ lor tl^e, church ahd comiiierideci it with 
$^ars unto the J^ord^Jie jyas hurried aw^y^'lifee a choice 
ram, the leader of a good flock^ by the brutillf Toldier?, i^ 
order to his bebg carried tp Rome^ there to'bfc devoured 
hy the blopdrth^rfty beafts. 

Many have expreffed lAeir furprize, ai^d fought for' flic 
jTC^fpi^s jyhich indiiced ithe emperor to f^nd this perfpu, 
loaded with ye^i)§, (uch a long and irk(bme joui^riey, 'tp 
meiet a death >vliich,ppuld hjve been infliSed upon liiijti it 
Aiitioch. Whether it was done out pf a kind of humanity 
(fep XTaj^ wa? in general npt inhuman) th^ he naight 
have time to confider of the terrible death he was to die, 
jjifid through fear, and, by being harraffed by the incon^ 

yeniencies 
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vciilencies ainfl ^i£Uon^ he fto^W b? ^ixpofed ^> oii ^e 
road, he nxight b^ ip4u<^ tQ r^nwiu^e thp faitH, j^nd to fa», 
crifice tf? icloi«; ,by which nieanis %lfo Tl^n would h^v% 
obtaiaed a complete yiikqvy^ ^nd jb^ ejiatbled to lead la 
triumph, to the temples of tte i4ols^ 9 imn, » hiffiop, who^ 
had bqea Xo m^ny y^y^ om pf ^he bjrighteft prnament^ 
aad % pillar of the phurcht Or whether, ?P it is faid, \x^ 
was a(ivi^4 hy the fen*te tfi^ p^fs thi« fentcnc:^, left, by hiV 
^ing p<|t kQ cie^th at ^ii^ipc^i. he flipuld he rendered ftili 
dearer to the peopte there. Whatever inay have b^en the 
reafon, tjierc feems evidently ^ hand of divine providence 
ijd it, a§^ he became 9 Hvipg witnpfs ^4 ipoQum^iit of tfee grace 
and ^IvatipR of our X^rd Jefu^Chrift \y;here-ever he came^ . 
?cncou«ig;io§ the hifliops and n^inifters, an4 giving the moft 
Jjvely e^hor^^tions, and adminiftering; ppnfol^tion to the 
<^bi^cbej^ nojt only to ihofe through yhich he paffed, bu^ 
by his epijjlles %o tii9(i? round about. By tlii« mean^ we 
^v<? aiJFo afp^^ip^Jft ^ t^ 9^^^ ^|^^"t qf ^t perip^ 

He Ipft Antiopf?? ^ni ^f red upon his journey with joy^ 
^ jr^f^)^!.d^§r9U|^ to fyflfer, and camp to SeJeucia; (i^l« 
}ng fr9^p|^|i^V!?5ifytt^^^^ ^tigvie, he arrived a< Sfi^rria^ 
where, /^leaying the (hip, be haftened to fee rolycarp, his 
feJlqy k\^}^h .'^l^^^yp ^ilhppjhere. For in thf r^/,¥foh 
of hiJi Iffv^^j^^W^ ^t is ^(%<1» ^* T'W ^ J^tfji.^then^ 

b^Wv^i r^K^^^^ whlqti appears frpTii yi^jiai hqvf rites tQ 
jp,otj[c^r,|t5 ^ter tlie^r intervi^\y:, frpip Tf??? • ** I ^j^^^*" 
f' Tngly kiye th^nl^s ^^^^ wpr^thy tQ 

' *'' ^ . thy biVfeaj face, in' which may t always fejoic^ 

C 2 ' '^in 
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•*m God!" In thU meeting, it is (aid tfiat Ignathi^ 
" communicated fo.me fpiritual gifts to Polycarp, and glo-. 
^* ried in his. bpnds." He alfo, in his epiftk to Polycarp, 
feems to intimate to him, that he (Polycarp) fliould attain 
to the crown oj martyrdom, by telling him', " That he 
** fliould alfo be a combatant of God :** the crown pro- 
pofed to him being immortality and eternal life ; and adds, 
** Concerning which thou art alfo fully perfuaded, I wjll 
" be thy furety in all things, and my bonds, which tliou 
" haft loved,'^ 

The great efteem in which he. was held by the churches 
was fuch, that they fent deputies from the churchesr and 
ci%ies in Afia to attend and co;nfort him, and to receive 
fome advantages by hi^ communicating unto them thofe 
gifts of grace which he partook of in fuch ^n abundant 
ipeafure. And we find this deputation was of fuch a na- 
ture^ that the churches are faid to have attended hini by 
their bifliops, and priefts, and deacons. Of thofe with hira 
at Snxyrna, we fipd the following ex prefsly mentioned in 
his epiftles : " Onefimus, bifhop. of Ephefus,'^ touching 
whom he writes to the Ephefians, " who by inexpreflible. 

V love is ours ;" and ftiles him '* an excellent bifhop.^' 

Damas, biftipp of Magnefia, concerning whom he ex- 
horts the Magnefian^ ** nojtto ufe hira too familiarly on ac- 
" count of his youth, but to yield all reverence to him ; 
*' as I perceive (adds he) that your holy prefbyters do,, ^ot 
** confidering his age,H which is ijjdeed young, but. as be- 
. V comes ILhofe who. are prudent in God, fubmittirig to Kim, 

V or rather no.t unto him, but to the Father of our Lord 
^ Jefus Chrift the bifhop of us all.;* Polybius, bifhop ot 

Tralles, 

I Seeming youthful State. 
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Tralks, of whom he writes to the TralUans, " In effeft I 
" faw your whole church in hun. I feemed to finci yoii, as 
" alfo I knew that ye were the followers of God." AnS 
ag^in, " I have received and even now have with me th6 
" pattern of your love in your bifhbp; whofe very look is 
*' inftruftive, and whofe hiildnefs powerful ; whbin I aib 
" perfuaded, the very atheifts themfelves cannot but re- 
** verence :" fo that befide himfelf and Polycarp, thefe bi- 
fliops are mentioned by him as being \^^itb him at Smyrna. 
Of prefbyters, we find the following mentioned, Bafliii 
and Apoilonius of Maghefia; and of deacons, Burrhus^ 
Euplus, arid Frorito of Smyrna, Ephefus ahd Sotio of 
Magnefia, befides the prefbyters apd deaCbns of Smyrna, 
and probably frOm other churches, whofe tiamies are liot 
mentioned. Indeed it Teems, by what is wiiiten, as if 
there was a general convocation of the churches xft Afia ; 
and we may fuppofe that there were (bme even from 
Rome,, as Ve find he writes his epiftk from thence to the 
Romans* with the direft intention to prevent their taking 
any fteps to hinder the Execution of Trajan's fentence. 
Moreover he writes to the Romans, " TJiere isnow» with 
** me Crocus, mdft beloved of me. As for thofe which 
** are come from Syria, and are goitft before- me to Rome 
** to the glory of God, I fuppofe you are not ignorant of 
••them.^' 

We muft ftill add to the number* of thofe with him ^ 
Smyrna, Philo, the deacon of Cilicia, of whom he fays, 
in his epiftle fi'om Troas to the Phikdelphians, that he 
was " a moft Worthy man; he ftill rainifters unto me in 
" the word of God, together with Rhetis of Agathopolis, a 
*' Angular good perfon, who has followed me from Syria, 
" not regarding hislife." He alfomentionsthemhonourably 
in his epiftle to the Smyrhaeai>s..,.Thefe two feem to have 
^ r C 3 been 
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\)ecn Ins conftant companions and attendants on this Ki* 
uncouth pilgrimage, Jrnd even to His death. 

f^tcrs, deacons, an5 

rft of all intreated 

' Pbl^^carp^ to con- 

; fiiddeply taken hy 

3ea<" before the face 

hat hfe then recom- 

r, that they would 

as provided with 3 

a lubjefl: of their 

piltfei. He writes 

ft will bfe very fit>. 

ftrleft c6uncil, and 

jf lovfe, arid who is 

zTleflenger of God ; 

rnfy your in ce flan t 

inlia* i^ot'thje pow- 

fure for GbdV fcr- 

^^^„ . _ J ^ , nd ydiir^s/wh'en ye 

- ** IjMil havfipetfe^d it." In his letters to the dtlier cWchea 

ihe dcf<f)?i them to ft.rid delegates from thence to Antiocb, 

on the one haild tb cohlfohi and on tlie other to congfatu- 

. late his flock on accdunt of the abatemerlt of the perfecu- 

♦lioiiof which he had heard on the w^y, to hii ^reat joy; 

^nd herecjuefts Polycarp io. write to tnefame cffeft to thofe 

churches to wluch he hinifelf could not writer 

>k cteath iri tiew, and to which he wa* 
dft of air the dinrefTing circumftanc^e^ 
le jotiriley, and his hieing hiirried aijd 
Tuardsj yea, and ia the enjoyment o^ 
en, be could not fojget his' dearly be- 
loved 
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^ie^- T*^^9^ ^^? cdncjlijidei Jtbat tjiey coj;ifei€d abc^t 
the lis^^^f ?JUi?e GburchJSsj as Jb^ feemsi by l?ds .epiftl^ td 
th^ to ]^hpf^ he could wrUe^ Xo Jiav^ a th<;>i;6\^i kftov- 
le4^ of Jtjheijr flati l?y ^e advjce he gave unto therin: .theii 
heopened unto thep the d^gers ^6 Which th^y were exi 
pofed, a^nd thehqurof tfenyptation ffppro^ch^iig urito themi 
And^oally, he was not *^ wanting in teturil^iig a recoin- 
•• pence to t^ ehurchei who came to liicet liim by tteif 
" governors j and he feiit letters of thanks to thenii which 
•*4i^e#Ipiritu^,gracei with prayer and exhottation." 

^rom.^myniajhe wrote epiftles t0 ihe chukhes iifEpiii- 
^us, M?g^€|ia^ TriHeSi and ;Elome;.;..It haS beetl ^U-fiiady 
^bf^ed, tb^thU.4piilletoth(^ Rbihpns Was feVidently writs 
text Yfi\h ^ viewjto diffuad^ them flroni attempting to refcufe 
%if^itom the jaws 6f the lioiiS ; but to flicw howmiich hfe 
!was^^ivvinced ^tit was fitting that he Oiould (eal the 
^Vitji, i^wJ^ch,l^>5id enjoyed the.ipoft folid.happihefsi 
4>y ^s death, and how ard<ently he wiflied for tfe grOWti 
ryjf^i^^rtyidpm, wfewill qnote hii ow?i ej^poAulatioiii to 
.jtUeJRojpans i 

•• lW9te$e long to falute yoti, if it bfe Uife t^ll of febd 
** io gtant me to attain unto the ^nd I long for; For the 
•« -beginning is wdl:dlfpofed, if I fhall but have grice with^ 
«* out hin^iratlce to r^qeive what* is agptjiiited for mfei But 
" 1 itar your love, jieft it do me an injury* For it ii5 ;eafy 
" for you to do wh^t yoU pleafe ; but it will \>t hard for 
^* me to attain Unto God, if you fpare me. I fliall never 
" hereafter have (uch m opportiiftity of attaining unto 
*• Qod. If you Ihould be filent on my behalf, I Ihall be 

G 4 ••^mad^ 

• My Ictt- 
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** made partaker of Oo3 : but if you fcall love my body, 
** 1 ftiall have my courfe again to run. Wherefore ye can- 
•* not do rile a greater kihxlnefc than to fuffer me 4o be fa-' 
** crificed to God, now" that the altar it aheady prepared : 
'* that when ye are gathered together in lore, ye m^ give 
•• thanks to the Father through Jefus Chrift ; that he has 
** vouchfafed to bring a bifliop of Syria unto you, being 
•* called from the eaft to the well. For it is good for me to 
** fet from the world, that I may rife again unto Him. 

•* Ye ha^e ridver envied any one. -Only ^y for me, 
"that God would give me both outward and inward 
** ftrength. Nothing is good that is feen. For even our 
** God Jefus, now that he is in the Father, does fo much 
** the more appear. I write to the churches Signifying to 

' ** them all, that I am willing to die for God, tmlefs yon 
•* hinder tne. 1 befcech that you ftiew not an unfeafonable 

'*' good-wilK towards me* Suffer me ta be food to the 
" beafts, by whom Ifhall attain unto Ged.' For I am the 
** wheat of God, and ftiall be 'ground by the teeth of the 
*^ wild beafts, .that I may be found the pure bread of Chrift* 
•* Rather encourage the beafts, that they may become my 
«* fepulchre: then fliall I be truly the difciple of Chrift,. 
** wherith^ world (halt not fee fo mtfcb as^ rfly body. Pray 
" therefore unto Chriftfor' me, that by thefe inftruments 
*- I may be made afacrifice to God. I do not,, as Peter and 
**^Pavfl, command you. They were apoftles, I a con- 
•' demned man. They were free, but I am ev:eft to .this 
•^ day a fervanti -But if I ihall fuffer, I flwll dien f)ecortic 
' *^ the freeman of Jefus Glirift, and fhall rife free.^.^ And 
^noWj, being in'- bonds, lle^mnot tadefireany thing.+ 

'. - ,, ...••. . ' ^*A1I 

* Free in him, .i '^oAdly ot vzin things. 
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^' All trends t>f the ^orld, and the kingdoms of it, will 
** profit me nothing: I would rather die for Jefus Chiift, 
*' than rule to the utmpft ends of the earth. Him Ifeek^who 
*' died for us. Him I defire that role again for us. This 
" is the gain that is laid up for me. 

" Pardon me, ray brethren 2 ye fliall not hinder me from 
*' living: nor, feeing I defire to go to God, may you fe- 
*• parate me from him for the, fake of this ^orld, nor feduce 
" me by any of the defires of it._ Suffer me tp enter intp 
•* pure light; where, being come,,! fliall be indee4 the 
** fervsmt of God. Permit me to imitate the paiEon of my 
** God. If any one has Him within himfelf, let him con- 
*' fider what I defire, and let him have compaffion on m«, 
** as knowing* ho\y I am flraightened. 

" The prlntcepf this world would fain ciarry me awa^, 
" ^dd corrupt my refokitipn towards my God. Let none of 
*^ you therefore help him : rather do ye join with me, that 
•* is, with God, Thpugh I am alive at the writing of this, 
•* yetnjy defire is to die. My love is crucified ; and there 
"is pot. any fire within me that loves matter, but living 
•' and [(peeking, water feying within me, Come to the Fa* 
** .thgr. I take no pleafure in the food of corruption, nor in 
" thepfeafuresoftbis life. I defire the bread of God, which 
** is the flefli of Jefus Chrift; and the drink that I long for 
*' is his blood, which is incorruptible love.t 

" I have no defire to live any longer after the manner 

" of men ; neither ftiall I, if youconfent. Be ye therefore 

'* willing, tliat yeyourfelves alfo may be ples^mg to God. 

*^ exhort you in a few wor4s. . I pray you believe mc. 

"Jefus^ 

- • * VHizi canftraixTs me. + And perpetual lUi* 
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*' Jeftis ClMTtft MJU Ofv iro* ifait i %eifc itntf. My 
"^ mcUt l«s ifithout ieoek^and theFathor taatf haA tpiJkfin 
'^'^yyit, Ptey tbertfecr fcnr mt^ 4nt I ma)? aocoa^fli 
^'^hatl ddtne. if i IhaU&iffer, iie kacneiovciIiiK ; bftH if 
•* I fliall be rejcfted, ye haw katediw," 

ft ts^piolMUe) ^diflt tbe RQmm itaA««pKrfeiiied to him 

f^ mct6t^ of .ih^iieath ihat was prej^yed for Mm, with a 

^V)6W tO'tlhtain his confent, that they might perfuade the 

^eidple nm*toddi^'his'being'bfought'fOTih*to he devoured 

%y tfce ^eafts, a« lie«writcs4*o ilrcmgly upon this fuhjeflt'; 

^*'mey 1 -enjoy *<lic 'wiM^atfts^hat are <pfeplred for mcr 

"** Whfeh- aMo f ^ifli may cxercife all Iheir ^iercene(« ^pon 

'**^ne; and»Whom for'nhatend I ^ill encourage, <f hat they 

" rmy be fure to devour me, ahdnotferve meas they have 

•' done fome, whom out of fear they have not touched: 

.**-;BtttJaKid if ithey^wiU 4i0t do it willingly, J will piwvokc 

i**t«h«n to^it. -Pardonme in this «Mitter.; 1 feiow What is 

^** pr^^tsWc ^dr^e. 4low Il^egiti to be a difciple ; nor 

"ifliillany thing move me, whether vifiWeor invifible, 

'"•that-I-may attain'to*Ghrift{Jefus,..wLet^fire^and the ciofs; 

^^^ 4et the-c©mpanies 6f ^i W heafts, Jet breakings of bones, 

-•^'^nd' Hearing of members ;iet the (battering- in ^pieces of 

'•* the 'Whole borty, and all the wieked torments of the devil 

** eottie upon me, only let me*eiyoy'Jcfus ChriA." 

Having employed the time he was allowed to fpend in 

Smyrna, in the moll ufeful and edifying manner, and, as 

'^he ' relation of his martyrdom telb us, "^Having thus 

*" flrcngthened fnch of his brethren at Rome -ai were a- 

• •^ ^gtiirift his martyrdom, by this cpiftlc, as he defired ; - fet- 

*• ing fail 'from Smyrna (for he was prcffed by thefoldiers 

' **^o haflen to the public fpeaacles at Great Rome, that, 

" being delivered to the wild bealls in fight of the Romirfi 

^ people^ 
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"^^ people, HfemigkTec^i^ffcttfe erown forwfekh teftiTovir) 
•*heCa!tnet<>Ttoas." 

of {heir gtbii \o^ and dteeih for bitiH liefat mie to atterfS 
liim to Troas, ^hh wrtlfes «6 Ae church it PfailadeifAm, 
' •• Thclove bf riie Brethi«eft that i*^ at Trow ftlittw you : 
** from ivlVencc alfo I W)W write by Btirrfixis, (Polycwp's 
•* own beacon) who w^s fent to^ier with tn€ ijy thofe of 
^* Ephefus and Smyr A?i for tc^ea^fakc." 

He'moft teVe toade fdA* fhtf «t Tfd&s, ift frwnltenCfe 
iie wrote liters to "fd^y^^arp, to the PfcifaddphiaiiSy Jm4 
SmymaeanSr 

He was ccnffiaittly iftct*oli'tfec rdaS, iis far wnheichbw- 
t^^ 'of hU wilte GottlJl *teach, by fdeflbnfeefs from 4He 
iidgHBbuilng ditfehes; of this he 'rtiafces memioti'^ the 
?tomitts^: " My fpn^it felufei ydiij and tfefe Wire of ihe 
♦•'iflitircfics that have ftcdvcd li^, 'in 'the name bf j^fus 
••'ChiKfe,'n6tas^'t)aflfenger; fofcVenthey that were not 
•• Weaii^to nie'ih theway,'httye -j^cme befo^ mtioAst newt 
^^dty w TOiBtt me/' 

'Of'Rfejitoriy fVam Troas te'Roitie, 1^ IfaWi^ fol- 
to*WT/%' ^ciftxnv i w M^ rddHon of his martyrdom : 

••TttAn^^IfeitciB /^7H^/i^/goirfgr<!OT, behigRimfg^it' loMe*. 
•**^p©}fe^ hc'prflM PhifipTpiy'Bit^oHgh-Macedom^ that 

•'j^irof Ei)irus xw^ichis^^rf^ttb EpMaihrmsrfta^hgfoMd 
^^ fMpin <yne ^ of 'ihe feai^pcm,- iie fefHed o^er the Adria- 
*f tic Sea; and fr6m 'thence ehtei^ihg into t^Tyrtrheric, 
•^iBd j^ufirh^fiy'ftvrfal iffantls aid fcitiej,-«t length he fiKv 
«^*f*ie*t}li, which beiftg fliewcdto thehoJyman, he haft-r 

"«aei 
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^ ened to go forth, being defirous to walk from thence, in 
" the way that Paul the apoftle had gone: but a violent 
" wind arifing, and driving on the fliip, would not fufier 
■" him lb to do : wherefore commending the Tove of the 
" brethren in that placfc, he failed forward. And the wind 
.^^ continuing favourable to us, in one day and a night we 
•**4ndced Were .uilwiUtngly hurried on, as fprrowing to 
"think of being feparate4 from this holy martyr: but to 
" him it happened juft according to his wifli, that he might 
** go fooner QUt.pf.tbe world, and attain unto the Lord 
" whom he loved. Wherefore failing into the Roman 
V poijt, andthofe impure (jpqrtf being at an end, the foWiers 
*' be^an.to be offended :at his flownefs, but the bilbop with 
** great joy complied with their haftinefs. • 

Having brought Ignatius, thus far towards the end of his 
JQurncy, .and the attaiftment of his higheft wifhes, we can- 
notbut ohfcrye, that hg feen^s to have been led by the hand 
of God this J0ng and tedious way, that he might be a mo- 
nument of the power of grace to the churches through 
which h^jpaffed, and a proof that he did not J)ear the name 

:of TheophorusiRyain, but that Chrift was in him the hope 
of glory, and the principle of aftion. Thus his occupa- 
tion on the way, was to Ihew to unbelievers what the re- 

- dempti^n in the blood of Chrift, when fealed by the Spirit, 
produces in the human heart, and brings forth in the walk 
and converfation, even under the fevereft trials, and to 

, encourage and ilrength^n the zeal and faitjbi of the churches. 
3 hat all de fired to have fome teftimonies ofhis walk and 

, c^onverfation^ is^ evident, as Poly carp, in his epiflJe to tUe 

. Phihppians writes, " Wh^ you knpw ojF Ignatius, and 
" thofe that are with him, fignify unto us." And'Poly- 
c^rp, by Ignatius *s own defire, and by the defire of the 

--/... . , Philippiaas 
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jpfaAippfans and other churches, fent 16 them Ignatius's 
cpiftles, ** together with what others of his-were come to' 
*» his hands." 

The length and various difficulties of his journey muft' 
have been very trying to him, when we confider his great 
age, being upwards of eighty, his being in bonds, and fub- 
jeH to rude heathenifti foldieris, unaccuftomed to 6u- 
inaniy. As to his bonds, inftead of murmuring on their 
account, he prized them highly as moft coftly ornaments, 
or, as he calls them, " Spiritual jewels." 

As to the treatment which he received from his ke^crs, 
we can have no better account than that which he bimfelf 
gives of it : he writes to the Romans from Syria, even un- 
to Roixie, " I fight with beafts both by fea and land, both 
** night and day; being bound to teti leopards, that is to 
•* fay, to fuch a bandof foldiers, who, though treated with 
** all .manner of kindnefs, are the worfe for it." But he 
adds, ** I aih the more iiiftniaed by their injuries, yet am 
^- I not therefore juftifiol." 

The writers of the relation of his martyrdom proceed as 
follows: ' • 



''* Bring foon forced "avray from the Port, fo called, we 
** forthwith met the brethren from Rome, (for the report of 
" wh^t concerned the holy martyr was fpread abroad) who 
•* were full of fear and joy ; for they rejoiced in that God 
** had vouchfafed them the company of Theoj^horus, fcut 
** were afraid wheu thfey confidered that fuch a one was 
•• brought jjiither to die. Now fome of thefe he com- 
** manded to hold their peace, who were the moft zealous 
V for hisfafcty, and faid, That they would appeafe the people^ 

that 
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** A^4k«Jfmld «w/ ^e the 4^u3ifn oftj^c jg/f. He 
** pOJfol»tly,knowii|g tju* by the Spktt, 4n4 f^ing all of 
** them, defired that they would Ibew a true lojf^ to hipi^ 
** difputing yet more with |hem than he had done in his 

This-cQWirQverfy oflo^ftc and zcjl b(Sl;wecja dic,^g^ ajq4 
fetigu^ UiOiop, a«4 *^ loving ^d .t^u#r|y ^aed ^Q- 
man brethren, iwft have .beea^v^fy^ving,, ,^4 w^^, ^Ot 
bably the hardeft tri^ tfcit Ignatius »el ^Uh:fl»]ii$,#o^^ 
journey. That he overcame what he /egarded as a mifla- 
fem c&a of their Wv^ ^ * P^of .<^4^:M^yK 9^ K^^ 
andhuxniog wal of ^N l^etl^ep.inthafe%s pf ge^ifij^ 
chriftianity, as lifc^wifc tjie rc^ia^? io fwWt| ?v^«^ 
the mpft tendei- and delicate pojnt, ^o 4hp defire, pf {hl^ 
aodem ferv^t pf the t^d.Mus CJ^rift. .Wh?n he ^ 
gained hi^p<«at,. we^^e to^d. **4H ^h^.fergt^en ^e^Jip^ 
♦Vdowtt. he.pwedi 1^ *c Sw^ptG.odii^ ,teWf f?f *e 
^' churches, t^ hewoj^ld pjH a ilpp lp4he.BSrfecuti^ 
** and continue the love of the brejthren towards gaph othjpr* 
*• Which being done, he was with all hafle led into the 
*• 2X0^^i^^^r stnd fp^diTy^ acc^rd^. to th^.^prgmfnd 
•* of Caefar before giveii, thrown ii?, dije end of tl]^.(j3^Ct 
** tacles being at hand : for it was then a very fofenin day 

!• ^aJM i"^ A^ m^w ^q«gu^ tlift ,x I lu^ ^'^{^ $^?kqd» of 

5* J^uwwy^* uppn wjuch.^t^ fi^i>l^ wer^ 133,9^ ^Jj^ ,9rt 
5! (^narMl^ Woa^^P b? «athPf€d tpgjs^h^r. . 

V Xhi«rV4* ^ del^KdtQ-lhe .^|i§I .l^aftft .B^E;Jj« 
** t^mj4?? >y evicted men j tl^at.fp ^je .#ftr^ .pf tljfrhp^y 
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•> 'Thtt^fnt 6f1ile^ttle4ms'fe^aecepttbte.♦ 

|t appears that the bcafts did their work fo effeflually, 
that tfiey Mt^Mt i fewffagmeuis of kirho^f ; ool/ die 
gh^terafld^afderpMiE^h»tiM€8fM«^ i^hidvMfqem 
pMidiio JVwteih. 

Thiis l^jrti'ite dbtewied Vis iw^, al^ liM^^ «o*dJ»ttc ' 
JietoHifn, wiTddm and fottkude, 's6 it ^^roCMd^ ^m «rB« 
feigned aiy^ a^dem Idre Ho his |itK:«dis Lo>^ and SsCvidUr, 
^tidaj6yfil aitdafli^dhdpe^ a bk^RHl itthiwrtoSly in* 
tfic i^diihce of 'hi^'God ^^o •IBed foi^ %is fim, ^Mn-^tiH^R 
in all his conquefts. 

In the relation of his martyrdom^ it is further faid, "that 
^* fome of the brethren being together watching and pray- 
••* ing with tears unto God, to fliew them what had been 
.*' done, they had particuhu: difplays of the bleffednefs oi 
*" Ignatius." 

The year in which he fuffered martyrdom is not pofi- 
tively ascertained ; but this is plain, that it was between the 
years of p^r Lord 107 and 116, 

The writers of the relation of his martyrdom declare, tha^ 
jthcy were eye-witneffes ; and conclude it by faying, '* We 
** have made known to you both the day and time ; that 
'" being aflembled together, according to the time of his 
" martyrdom, we may communicate with the combatant 
^* and moft valiant martyr of Chrift, who trod under foot 
•* the Devil, and perfcfted the cburfe he had pioufly de- 

" fired, 

♦ ProTcrbt x^ 24. 
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^* fened, in Chrift Jcfus our Lord; by whom, and with 
*• whom, all glOry and power be to the Father, and the 
" Bleffed Spifit, for ever and ever Amen." 

His memory was dear to the churches, and he was points 
ed out by Polycarp, ip bis epiftle to the Philippians, as an. 
example unto them. He writes, " I exhort all ot you that 
■* ye obey the word of righteoufnefs, and exercife all pa- 
^' tience; which ye have feen fet before your eyes, n^t 
- * only in the bleffed Ignatius, and Zofimus, and Rufu5» 
" hut in others among yourfelves, and in Paul hiinfelf , and 
"the reft of the apofUes; for they loved not this prefent 
"world, but him yfho died, and was raifed again by 
H God for us." . ^ 



pome; 
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^OME ACCOUNT 
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POLYCARf*; 



As Polycarp isfo ojien mentioned^ and is a principal ckaraffer 
in the Tragedy which gave occqfion to this Account of Ig* 
natius^ we toillfay a few zvords of him alfoi 

JTxE vfdi born iii the £afi, arid was fold iii his childhooci 
to a certsdn noble matron, ^whofe name was Califto, bred lif^ 
by hen ^d at her death made heir to all her eftate, which; 
though very Confiderable, he fodn fpent in work^ of lov6 
and mercy. 

He received his chriftianity froiii fiucolii^, biflidp^bt 
Sntyma, by whom he waS made deacon and catechifi of 
that church ; and haviilg difeharged thbfe office^ with iini- 
verfal approbation; he was, after the de(;eafe of Bucolus, 

O made 
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made.hifltQp by the apoftles, and particularly by St. Johsi^ 
whofe difciple he had been with Ignatius* 

Mis charafler in his fun£lion was great; and fo well 
known, that his enemies, before his death, cried out, thaf 
he fliould be thrown to the lions, faying, " T7ns is tht doc-^^ 
•• tor ofAfia^ the father oj the chriftians, and the overthrozvcf 
•* of our gods!' And when he was burnt, they perfuaded 
the governor not to let his friends carry away any of his 
remains, htfi^ {dkiihty^ the chrifliansforfaking him that was 
crucified^ Jhould begin to worjhip Poly carp. He was greatly 
elleemed throughout all Afia, and was called the prince and 
the ruler of Afia, and his influence extended even to Romci 

Though both Ignatius' and Pblycarp forefaw that the latJ 
^r fliould alfo fuffer martyrdom, yet he contirtued many 
years after I^natius's death at the head of his church, till^ 
according to the moft probable accounts, he alfo obtained 
the martyr's crowil, in the year of our Lord 147, under 
ii^ reign of Antomos I^us, wheit perfecution raged, and 
many chriftians were throWu ta the wild beafts. But when 
Ae beafts would not feize and deVoUf Gemnicua^ though 
he provoked them to it, the multitude cried out. Take away^ 
iiwfe wicked wretches; let Polycarp be leaked out. When 
Polycaifp heard that he was cajled for, he yefolvcd to ftay 
in the city ; but being perfecuted, be al leng^di departed to 
a village not farofi^ wbere he ftayed fome time ia prayer« 
Hearing that his purfuers were near at hand, he withdrew 
to another village, where he was found, being betrayed : 
be might have efcs^ed but would not, faying, The will of the 
Lordbe done. His condu6l had fuch an efiFe£^, that fome 
of the foldiers began to repent. The guards fetting him off 
an afs, brouglit him imo the city, bcing^ on the great fab-? 

batJv 
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bath** Herod the chief officer met him, and taking him 
into his chariot, perfuaded him, faying, Whatharmis thert 
infayingy Lord Catfar^ and Jacrifiu^ andfo be fafe^ &cf 
But hie not being to be moved, they threw him violently 
out of the chariot, and hurt his thigh ; however, he went 
on brifldy, <ts though not hurt, aud was brought to the 
lifts. The proconful took much pains to perfuade him to 
ireproach Chrift : But Polycarp anfwered. Eighty andjix 
years have I nowferved Chrift^ and he has never done me the 
leajl wrong : how then can I blajpheme my King and Saviour? * 
Much more was faid and replied. At length he was com« 
inttted to the flames^ and received the crown of his mart^« 
dom on the 26th of March, being the Great Sabbath, in the 
year 147, and near forty years siter the death of Ignatius, 

• the Saturday between Good Friday and laftar Sttuday. 
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UraMatis person i£. 



ICNATii^s, Bifliop of Andoch, furnamed TbeophoruSj 

ACATHOPUS, > _, 
?HiLO. 5 Deacdns. 

Trajan, the Roman Emperor. 

PoLYCARP, Bifcopjof Smyrnil. 

Onesimus, ^ 

PoLYBius, > MeffengersoftheChurch^i 

Damas, ) 

Roman Christians. 

Twi3 Philosophers. 

Claudius, a Soldier. 

Other Soldiers. 

D I rc £ , Deaconefs of Antioch« 

Catechumens. Penitents; 
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THE 

MARTYRDOM 



O V 



St. / G N 4 T I U S, 



ACT I SCENE I. 

gc^NE Antioch An open place before Ignatius^s door^ 



PHILO, AQATHOPUS, 

PHILO, 

X HOU know'ft, Agathopusy what threats of late 
Trajan has breath'd againft the chriftian name : 
Peath is their doom, who fhall refufe the woHhip 
And rites appointed of the Gentile gods. 
Thus he pronounc'd when warm with Scythian conq[ue|l^ 
^mpetuous ftill from that campaign, he's now 
At Antioch. But 'tis cafual impulfe guides 
The mind of man : his new exploit of anna 
(For now he looks to Parthiaj may take up 
Ilis total fervour, nor permit to fall 
"fliis neareft thunder hanging o'er our b^ac^^ 
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By this, or tome diviner bar, can God 
E'en yet between his helplefs fervants ftan4 
And the black day * 

AGATHOPUS. 

^A glorious day, O Philo^ 

When perfecution low'rs ! } call it fun-fhine. 
Which quickens the dull bofom of the church 
To bold productions and a bloom of virtues. 
Yes, fuch a wofthy jtrnfture I much loftg fdr, 
When chriftian zeal benumb'd and dead Aro* eafc, 
Glows with young life, feek ifae «aore copious flow 
Of ghofily aids ; and, as the dangers rife, 
Heightens its pulfe and fills up all its greatnefs. 
Then is the tiipe of crowns ; of grants prbfufe 
(Compleat remiflion, open Paradife, 
With power to intercede for common fpuls) 
To gen'rous motives of intenfer duty. 
Which while the fuff'rer fees, ferene and glad 
He thanks the impious hand that helped him forward. 

PHILO. 

Ev'n there jnethink^ there's fomethiag to dejeft me* 

Muft I obtain my glory by the guilt 

Of other jnen, of no lefs lovely make 

Original, anc( offspring of one God ! 

This thought may damp whom death Itfelf invites ; 

j^efides, I wifli not trials, fince I know not 

Who then fliall ftand. 

AGATHOPUS. 

Whoever loves his Lord. I 
Whoever hath contemplated the crdfs, 
And felt the death of Chrift thro' all its meaning : 
^' Thr©» 
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IGNATIUS. ^ 

"JFhro' all its benefits, thro' all its channft. 

3He, recoiicird to pain and far remov'd 

From this world's foreign falfc felicities. 

Carries devoted bloody which, more than ready, 

Pants to be fpilt upon its Mafter's grave. 

The hypocrite will (brink : but highly welcome 

That edge of danger which pares off fuch members. 

PHILO. 

I think the love of Ghrift need not imply 
Such blunt importunate defire of death. 

AGATHOPUS. 
Recall tb'unworthy thought ! and fearch thy hcjgrt, » 
My Philp ; for I fear thefe fbber minds 
^ave worldly lufts at bottom. Haply fame 
And pop'lar favour make thy lot too fwcct ? 

PHILO. 

I own 'tis fweet to love'and to be lov'd 
By all Chrift's peopk ; it may richly comfort 
This mortal ftate ; and could it rife fo high. 
That from this fource irregular attachment 
To life fhould fpring, Td argue back and lay 
/Twas not irregular, for here 'twas heaven. 
Fame, if it ibpne, my frailties keep me cool. 

AGATHOPUS. 

Does not the fpccious luxury detain thee 
Of worldly peace and foft unruffled eafe ? 

PHILO. 

No : i ftill fee all my concerns bf low 
fiang by a dubious thread. Am I call'd fortli 

P 4 ' To 
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To adion or to fuff'ring, I can meet 
l^rpm no enervate r^ft th^ ftronger (baking! 
C(f this rough worjd. 

AGATHOPUS. 

Once more ; perhaps the caufc; 
Is woman ; pow'rful to bring back to earth 
fiv'n towVmg fouls, and kindle up afrefli 
The light, the talle, the fyftem of old nature, 

PHILO. 

In vain you feek the caufe, my jealous friend, 

Why I love life. A thing you little guefs 

How far I am from loving ! Who indeed " 

Whofe foul has any fire can take delight 

In fuch a blind exiftence ; which ties down 

Thefe feraph miiids t'attend a dull machine, 

To feed and doze, rejoice and fret the fame 

With animals ? which now by fanguine hope, 

Ideas gay, illuminates all o'er 

The cred'lous heart ; and then yrith ftrange (Urmife 

And grief myflerious fo invelopes all. 

That wifdom doubts, tho' tis indeed one thing* 

Pr to defpife, or ufe, and balance both. 

I have fo little footing in this lifp 

Firm to my thoughts, that it could not fupport me 

To live out one day more, did I not look 

To reafons in the depths of providence ; 

For I muft own, Agathopus, I think. 

Thefe things are not in vain : Our Maker's hand 

Hath placed fome virtue in this earthly procef 

To work us in the end furprifing good, 
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AGATHOPUS. 

Philp, from the crofs of Chrift alone 
Derive thy good ! His church is a new world. 
Where all thy fate and all thy bufinefs lie. 
And fmce thou'rt cold about a fpeedy paflage 
Into thy Mailer's joy, I muft at leaft 

Queftion thy chriftian hope. Feel'ft thou the pledge 
Of bleffed refurreftion ? Does thy heart 
Within thee leap to meet the laft great fcenes ? 

PHILO. 

Tho' well perfuaded that t^ek fins of min^^ 
Incumbrances fo mafly to the z^l 
Of a whole mortal life, will ne'er refift 
When the great Father fliall one day fliine forth, 
Relloring ej^il'd ir^an ; yet fcarce I dare 
Conneft myfelf and glpry in one thought : 

1 do but caft me in the croud of beings 
pn God^s broad mercy, as a mighty tide 
Bearing it's peevifli offspring lafe to harboun 

AGATHOPUS, 

1 underftand thee, Philo, and may'ft thou 

Now underftand how far bdow the gofpel 

Thy foul confents to dwell. The friends of Chrift 

Pon't ftrive with fin, but trample under foot 

it's poor explode4 antiquate4 ftrength. 

They don't rely on fome b^nigi^ e^nt 

From the wide wheel of things, but pierce direftly 

Where Jefus now admits them, and ordains 

Their thrones in blifi?; Hence they in fpirit ftand. 

Free from all fpot, amidft the train of hes^y^n, • 

And fee G«4's face, whofe full and conftant fmile 

'• Doth 
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4t ICNAttUS^ 

Doth fo attend them thro* the wilds of lifc,^ 
That natural deje£Uon, flitting fears 
And all vicifQtude isi fwallowed up 
In one Hill dawn of that eternal day » 
But fee the rev'rend bilhop cominjr forth. 

Jfntcr I&NATIUS. 

IGNATIUS. 

I hope, my fons, at this important feafon 
No idle talk employ'd you ; Learn betimes 
With tender fenfe to bear the church's burden. 
But I mull praife the place where you have chofe 
Your morning ftand. For hence we look around 
And fee fo many roofs, where pray'r inceflant. 
With mighty thoughts of heart and fervent faith, 
Js offered up to heav'n. Hear Thou, my Lord, 
Thy pepple's voice and give them peace this day ! 

AGATHOPUS. 

Our meditations, father, Were the fame 
With yours, about th'impending perfecution. 

IGNATIUS. 

And don*t y6U think it ftrange, Agathopus, 
And Philo, minlfters and witneffes 
Of the mere love and innocent meek life ' 
Of chriftians, that they fliould be hated thus ? 

AGATHOPUS. 

The laws of Chrift cOndfemn a vicious world. 
And gall it to revenge. 

IGNATIUS. 
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IGNATIUS. 

Tho' that be trut*, 
Yet ftill our human foes are chiefly found 
?oor inftruments t'exert a foreign malice, 
Whofe depth and horror is beyond the heart 
Pf filly fiefli and blood. That ancient rival 
Of God's dear Son purfues the potentate 
In us his fubje£ls, and retains the nations 
With all th*enchanting fweet and pow'r of evil. 
To form his wretched pomp and fight his war. * 
When heathen hofts attacked of old the race 
Of chofen Ifrael, 'twas in truth a fidge 
Sultain*d by Jefus in his. little fort 
From the dark legions. Then the outftreteli'd arm. 
But now, the crofs muft cpnquer. Tell me thereforjC 
As in your miniftries you have obferv'd, 
How would my flock receive that bitter cup ? 

PHILO. 

Firm in the faith. 

AGATHOPUS.. 

Ardent for martyrdom ! 

1 yefterday conycy'd to a poor man 

Hit dole of public alms : "Give me," faid he, 

V But one day's bread; I hope to want no more." 

Htifband and wife and other friends take leave 

Each time they're call'd from one another's fight, 

As not to meet 'till in the world of fpirits. 

Wheft at their work, "Fulfil your talk," they cry, 

•• Poor hands ; tliis drudgery will fopn be o'er!" 

At meals is fcripture read ! They feem to need 

No earthly food: Is refurreftion named ? 

They loath iU Children now intelligent 

Above their years, mark all their father fays, 

i * Look 
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Look In his face and cry, "Shan't wc die too ?" 

The father in the flumbers of the night 

Sees a bright angel wave him to the tortures ; 

He cries, "I come !" And when he wakes, he fipdi^ 

His fplr*t half loofen'd from his mpftal prifon. > 

The women now think of no ornaments 

But fhackles : Every bofpm, weak before, 

For the grand trial a bi^ foul referves. 

Already to the lot of ihartyrs r^if'd 

All fee each ojther. Ev'ry facq ipore fliinin|[ 

And more auguft each little threlbold feems, 

IGNATIUS. 

I'm glad my people are fo welLprepar'd. 
But I've a fecret hope, that providence 
Means not fo much : the blow of perfccution 
May light indeed, but yet ftop (hort of them. 
Trajanus is accounted' far from cruel, 
Moll gentle in the gcn'nj and humane : 
Perhaps it will content him to chaftife 
Numbers in one. How joyfully fliould I 
Buy the flock's fafety with my fingle danger ! 
But come, Agathopus, our holy books 
Muft be hid fomewhere, for they fhall not die. 

^Exeunt Ignai. and Jgaik^ 
PHILO, 

Reverfmg thy propofal, O Ignatius, 

How many lives in Antioch would redeem 

Thy fmgle breath I But heav'n's great law fwe own) 

Pleads on thy fide : which loves to fnatch away 

The talleft fair^t, and force his raw dependents, 

Forfakpn branches, to ftrike root themfelves. 

l^Noife without^ 
Iknpvf 
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I know that noife ; it is the Emperor's chariot : 
He fkils not daily on a plain hard by 
To exercife his foldiers. He went out 
This morning with the dawn. O let him teack 
Us to be wife, and wage a better warfore. 

With vigilance as Darnell and unweary'd ! 

But how is this ? Here's part of his retinue 
Bending this way. I'll -flstnd aflde and watch them* 

knter SOLDIERS. 

Firji SOLDIER. 

What fhould thefe chriftians be ? Methinks for once 
I'd fee what palTes in their meeting. 

Suond SOLDIER. 

Fool, 
ilieir meeting's in the dark, where they commit 
Adultery and quaff the blood of infants. 

Ftrjl SOLDIER. 

i dbinot Ihink fo : they are fimple people, 
Given to fancies but of no ill meaning; 

Second SOLDIER. 

■^Vhy then fhould our wife Emp'ror be fo bent 
Againft them ? As he drove through yonder gate. 
He caft his eye this way. " Ohere," fays he, 
'* In thefe back lanes and forlorn Ikirts of Antioch^ 
" The new feft chiefly dwell. In vain do we 
** Givd laws to nations, if the dregs of men 
*• May thus outbrave us. Tho' to-day we march 
^ Onwards to Parthia, I muft crufti this evil 

♦• Before 
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" Before 1 ftir.....Some of you iniUntly 

*' The chriftian Bifliop feek, and bring him to Us/* 

Third SOLDIER. 

But now 'tis time to aflc which is* his door : 

And fee, here's one can tell us : Friend^ where lives 

Ignatius ? 

PHILO. 

There, the houfe is juft before you; 

[jExeufU Soldiers. 
Good fiiepherd ! Soon his wifli was heard^ O Lord, 
Grant him Thy ftrengthj and guide what now cnfues. 



SCENE it 

^ane changes to a Room of Statt .Trajan JiaUd and 

aitend€d,i...lGii at I u s brought in by the Soldiers* 



TRAJAN. 

W HAT art thou, wretch ! pufli'd on by thy ill genins. 
Not only to oppofe my will, nor own 
The gods of Rome, but other fimple fouls 
inveigle to their ruin ! 

' iGNA- 
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IGNATIUS. 

Noble Emperor, 
i bear (and not in vain, tJiro^ grace divine) 
A name of better import than to be 
Or wretched or demoniac* No, the man 
Who is Theophorus can ne'er want joy j 
Is raif 'd above the reach of mifery, 
Is freed from daemon's pow*r';....nor only freed^ 
But able to controul and fcourge the foe* 
As I with eafe their every fnare diffolve^ 
Sufiain'd by Chrift the heavenly King* 

TRAJAN. 

Explairt^ 
What mean*ft thou by the name Theophorus ? 

IGNATIUS. 

^Tis he, whofe foul is ever full of God, 
*Tis be, who carries Chrift within his breafl^ 

TRAJAN. 

And think'ft thou that in us noxgods refide,- 
Enjoying as we do their aid in battle ? 

IGNATIUS. 

Whom you call gods, and.mifinform'd adorcf^ 
Are daemons of the nations. One , alone 
True God there is, who made the earth and fky^ 
And all things in them ; and one Jefus Chrift, 
Son of his love, whofe kingdom be my portion ! 

TRAJAN. ' 

Thou mean'ft the fame whom PilatC'Crucify'd ? 
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IGNATIUS. 

Him I do mcfan who crucified my fin. 
Together with its author ; and fubdued 
The realm of darknefs, (gladly I repeat 
What I on this occafion prove and feel) 
Under their feet who carry him in heart; 

TRAJAN. 

So then the Crucify'd lives yet in thee ? 

IGNATIUS. 

tie does ; for thus the gracious promife runS, 
*• In them I'll walk and in their hearts I'll dwell." 

^ TRAJAN. 

Thus, therefdi-e, I conclude : firice ttiis iond man 
Affinns with frantic phrafe, that ftill in him 
The Criminal lives, whom to the crofs we doom'd, 
Let him be carried to Imperial Rome, 
And, \^orry'd by wild beafls, divert the people. 
Ten of our foldiers guard him ; and juft now , 
put on his chains. We'll hade to higher care^. 
From qUeird opinions pafs to conquer lands. 

Thtjf put on Ignatius' s Chainsi 
\ExU Trajan. 
ifcNAtlUS. 

Pitrfiie thy glory, Trajan ; I of mine 
Am now pofleft : thanks to my gracious Lord; 
That for his love and faith iri his firm word 
I'm bound in irons with the great St. Paul, 
Am caird to fulFerings and can blefs the call ! 



END 0# THE FIRST ACTi 



Act 



Digitized by 



Google 



1^ 



IGNATIUS^ ' 49 



JL1L...111. 



ACT II.....SCENE h 

Scene Tk^ Chrijtians Place of religious AJfcinbUes^ 
The People coming in at the lower End of the Place* 



H< 



AGATHOPUS, PHILXX 



AGATHOPUS. 



LOW happy is qxxf office, ^thus to ftand 
And ferve the brotherhood; difpatch th* affairs^ 
And by a nearer view admire th^ graces, 
l^eculiar fehtimeftts, and varied virtue 
Of thoufand lovely fouls all taught of God ) 
Nay, ev'n fo often to tell over names • : 
And faces mark'd for glory, gives a pleMpre^ 
Like that wherewith the prophet's angel once , 
Shall pafs along fealing the font of lights , 

PHILO. 

I fadly mourn thofcfew whofe lapfe and frailty 
Hath raz'd them from our lift : but real' feetn« 
Their penitence, tho' fc^ce fuliUl'd its period: 
Shall we propofdihem to the bifliop V mercy ? | 

E AGA. 

t In the primitive church the time of reparation form the church waft 
fiiortcned'to thoCe vrb^ had CaUeo under cenfure, hy the recommends^ 
liont'of jc^nfeflbr»> or tbofe going to fuffer martyrdom* 
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AGATHOPUS. 

Yes, at this time, for perfecution's hour 

The canon fupe^fede|, ^Nw guilty foub, 

Releas'd from other difcipline, have leave 

To purge their fins in blood ; and bluChirig bear 

The rkk dF fikhM SVith them to the deid . 

Now alfo the young hearts of ^techumens 

Shoulcl te aSmttted to'tKe cKriftian voyage ; 

Whofe courfe, foon finifli'd, may perhaps ne'er know 

That gradual conflux ortemptatioh's waves 

Which meets and {hakes our common perfeverance. 

•But where-is Di^ ? We itiiift^iieik Vith her. 

PHILO. 

Yonder Ihe is. 

¥iien'beckoh to her Pliilb. 
fP)iilo bkchns^ and jpircc comes up to ihtm*) 
AOATMOPU8. 
My After, this is the laft tiiiieycililrfte 
Our gentle biffiBi) ; ' Bi^rtFore now* cotf^cfelr 
If there be a!?y%iir'tinaJr^tfUr'liaftb ^ 
That he may be irfHfle to ? 

The'lfoodiMfiiop 
Is ufeful like'thekieiy, a^g^nlt^I guide 
And comfdA ib'^b ih bAr Csv'Tal jteithsr 
But othervifei i*l6ipe'sffncW within TOy cU^ - 
YT^nls^^y more partic'lar ragr of light. 
,, AGATHOPUS. 
Kdn^'pfWle b' fikfaiel*voPTMfrptea^'d With ctedrts ? 
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That cafe I own is frequent in our fex^ 

From tendernefe of frame, and more finc^r^ 

And clofe attctition to religious CBi^i -' 

But all at prefent waUcjfcn ftich ^rpijg jvorksj 

And fervent darijc^ < 

That there's no room 

To gather on the fo^l 

Stands now above its 

As in another regiop 

Into itfelf, fecure of 

Darts with a bolder n 

Nor needs the friend, j; 

This is a paftor's jciy, ^^n>i8,>^ft|e,flftp> I 

So fullofChrift, pfp%afqrpr^r>jfe}^e 

As if they .i|^'d|hii^ m^ But v^ji^'sfeqonjii 

Of the defign'd efpoufals of l^f^ 

For learning fam'd» and by Igiiatids deem'd 

Pattern of female vhtucs, with die^feroihttr 

Approved of by her ? 



Atthisaw^ultisM^ 
When ba^<ft)ib6n dboVe mortiJity 
May be with ChM, . they drop wiib joint con^nt 
Such thoughts, though holy, nor unworthy thofe 
Who lave Ibel^prd'na kfs, < but at indre'di&ilce 
Wait to put on the privilege of angels. 
Maria now breatheft her ddvotcd heart 
In pray'r ; is fa^/upWQT to.ppprJt^Qpps 
From ought bengath;,^^ Xfijksi^fi^e.^y^ 

E SI ' Worui 
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Worth in that brother, and the grace of Chriff 
Bright'ning his foul, (be does not ftill dif'dain 
The thought of meeting him among bleft myriadt 
With fome peculiar and immortal friendfliip^ 

AGATHOPUS. 

My Dirce, thou haft been for fevVal years 
A faithful leader of the lambs of Chrift ; 
And many fouls by thy maternal voice, 
Ih tlie liard conflift and the wavVing hour. 
Have took the courage to.caft off this world z 
Thoumay'ftexpeft, if any female blood 
Is (bed, it will be thine. 

DIRCE. 

' Wekome the day t 
I think I have fome Wood about my^heart, 
T^o' cold and withered in this outward frame. 
That would not flnm to be poUr'd out for Jefus. 

PHILO. 

Behold the peopk in great numbers prefent. 

. AGATHOPUS, 

I'll fpeak to them,....My brethr^ and my fifteiv. 
To yoar refpcSive places. You (hall hear 
Once more the good Ignatius. With much pain 
He has the guard's coBfem....O ! here he is. 

Enter IGNA T I U S, guarded by the Sddiers. 

IGNATIUS. 

I thank you for your gentlenefs, my keepers f 
My fpeech is firft to you, and if there's here - 

Any 
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Any befide, a ftranger to our fsuth. 
Here 'tis we meet ; . and you Ihall hear our do£lrine. 
Which, as you truly fay, is mofUy taught 
In corners. But this fecrecy, not guilt, 
But meeknefs that would not pfTend^.perfuades* 
Our holy purpofe and our pure aflembly 
Fears not the light, but afks a fuller light 
Than this weak world can fee by. That great day 
Which is reveal'd in fire and in the blaze^ 
Of higheft truth and reafon, Ihall" approve * ; 

What we poor worms ^lave a£led in this place. 
And Angels, who are fixt attendants here, 
When they report in language of their world. 
The hymn, thepray'r, the fei[low{hip of JTainta^ • 
It founds nor crime nor folly. True it is. 
We differ fomewhat fn our form of life ^ 

From other men. And fingularity, 
If needlefs and fentaftic, has no comfort- 
When public hatred frowns. Nor. would that icheme 
Defervethe ftrefs offuJfering zeal, whofe worth 
Lay in fine notions ; but could not relieve ^ 

With real ftrength the lab'ring heart, nor alter. 
By operation deep, our wretched being. 
But if, by feal of God and true experience » 

Of fome few happy fouls, a do£lrine fiftndft 
Commended, as the med-cine of our naturie^ 
Which every feed of woe fubdues within: 
Then, fure, amidft the ariger of fick minds^ 
Amidft all dangers of the friendly teacher^ 
It muft be taught. And fuch is our religion,. 
Great in itfelf by folid gifts of grace ; 
It's lovely fecret heaUhful to mankind. 
Thii we hold forth, couch'd under decent rites, 

E 3 - Whidn 
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Which, yrhjle, you look tipoii ai fihgnUr, 
Are us'a iirltfi fc'cia fteatt. JFdt thtft we thinlt 
You now idolat6b Ub dsirklyiDean 
The God we fcrye, and ^11 wth vaft rele^ngt 
pifcovcr hhh itt fcft.-^— 

{I.-... *,,.-.. Old mwi foibear ! 

YouVe liberty tq^pedk» but hot dil^ariigse 
The Emperor's religion. 

IGNATIUS. 

, .. . Now^you, 

Belov'd in Cfcrift, I pim. , I hayc afferted 
What you'll attoft, tha^tas by pKopf r laws 
And many fpecial cuikoms wc ar^ fever'd 
A chofen body from tlie world about us : 
So the diftinftion will Is juJli6ed 
By ittward gr^ccfc ^nd peculiar bUfs 
Within tbts.h^dy felt. Are there not. here 
Men whocan ^y,:ia fo^ffiefsaj^d'trutl^, . 

That guilt i%4pn€:*w*y* *^ in^aocence . 

Fearlefs and free reilor*d within tlieir breaifts ? 

That vice with darH inextricable, banid^ 

No more detaipl^,, npr 4Hves to, afts^ of 0)ame . 

The blufliing,^'jieafpni|ag, rekftant piind j 

That for the pajfiot^^ which by turos-ip^irc 

The worthlef&lifc of nature^ anger, flotli, , 

And avarice, and pride, ^ pure love prevails, 

Kindled by beaV^n, nor by a bad world quench'd ? 

That they have inwardly.ex:chan^'d their climate, 

And pafs'd from de*di to life ; fo* that jheir heart. 

Heard ai^dfaukbg/rpiJci it's deep r?cefs, 

*eliiibs this anfwer : Thirt ^e pow'r of evU, 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



The fting of pajn. and tei;roig of the gta^„ 

Are now no more ; pr tut at ^fSfe^n'ce ragQ 

III faithlefs minds ; y^b9e tiot a dart cin r^ach * 

Their citadel of peace in Jgfu's love ? ^ 

That they, in fliort, to God's paternal face 

And firm affe£lion can appeal and Jook,^ ' - 

Nor earthly griefs dare interoepC tW profpeft; 

But ftill ti9 f \{My want they feel as men, 

To every pjr^clfly §|fif]f*k JMjy'r 

They breathe as famts ptGod ^ his ear and pow'r 

Are nigh : till thus, by coriftant life and proof 

Of aid ccelfiiUaii %a(vfo ^ more' than eardi . . 

Their home, ibi^ coxmtf^ of their iheart and jsommtnoe? 

If thus it is, and hasjlieea leii amongft usi < ( 

What can I fay but this, r Value and keep ^' 

Your happinefs in Ch^ft! Wcaji are nfy worjcb . t 

To teach whom he enlightens. jGIad 1 ^am. 

However, that his lo^jl|j^i^j(^^y^ tongue 

To bear fuch witnefs to his grace and blood, 

As mov'd yotf oft ia make a deeper fearch 

Into that myftery ; tflfa glance frbiiJ'Hfth; ' ' ' 

Fraught witli the thing ilfcff, left you and me 

Happy and dumb bcfpfeo^rbpuiu^iwl^^ . 

As I now am, %/u, thou art alt! 

AGATHQPUS. 

Father, Ule^^iten^\^Hhf(^rshl9ftech,yqp 
To thin^iflf tl^ l^^fpne Ypu go, 

IGNATiUS. 

jPopr^l^e^^ 
Let them draw ne^r ; dj^flare the t^ut^^^ ??y .^?^^^ 
To leave the Ipjirjng oav;9ur, is i^t npt 
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A bitter thing ? Is it not worfc than death ? 
Have you enjoy'd one cafy hour fcy all . 
That human wealth or wifdom could do for you. 
While wretchedly by fin cut off from Him 
And from his people's fellowftip ? 

PENITENTS. 

' Ono! 

Thro' defarts we have walk'd and found no reft. 
IGNATIUS. 

Then may you find it now ! Ms^ our good Lord 
Shine farA-agam with healing afpeft on you! 
Be as you were Ibefore with himand us ! 
Only remember, that the life of faith 
Ix>fes in joy and luftre by each fall, 
Altho' the fubftance be retriev'd. 

PENITENTS. 

Dear Sayiour, 
Receive us to the meaneft of thy jnnnfions f 

PHILO. 

The catechumens too your pleafure wait, 

IGNATIUS. 

Come hither ye, whom from an evil world 
The name of Jefus^i^ws ! you count him fwect. 
And great, and mighty, by that glimm'ring light 
Your novice minds hi^ve ^in'd. You venerate 
That full acquaintance, and that vital union 
Whereby the ^faithful knqw him : And to this 
You no^V afpire. ' But can' you then let go 
Your manly wifdbrh,' an3 become as babes 
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To Icam new maxims and the mind of Chrift 7 

Can you forfako your fornter eafei^and fun-ihine 

T'affociate with a poor afflided people, 

The fcom of all mankind ? Can you the weight 

Of your whole fouls, with all your hopes of God, 

Reft on a long paft a6^ion ; and that fuch 

As your Lord 's my ftic but opprobrious death; ' . 

Or on events which vifionary feem, 

A reftirreflion, and fome fecond world ? 

Can you fuch gratitude and fov'reign love 

Contra£l for One, who but with grace unfeen 

AfBfts you inwardly ; that for His fake 

You'll qrucify youf flefli, curb your own will. 

And nothing but his fervants be in life ? . 

Dare you heni^^rward underuke thefe things ? 

CATEgHUMENS. 

We have confider'd them, and by God's help 
We dare. . 

IGNATIUS; 

Then you fliall foon, by facred rites, 
Among us be admitted: and mean while. 
If dear and bleffed you account this day, 
Sing your firft praifes to your Matter's honour. 

CATECHUMENS>^ .• 



O thou, who doftlead each ignorant lamb 

Of thy royal flock in Wifd^ip't bright ways, 
Enable thy children, clofe knit in thy name. 

Thee, Chrift, friend of weak onet, with pure hearts to praife ! 

IL Thou 
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Thou art the ^reat Wai4> . lad nci^lMn of Qo^t 
The Saviour of fouli j o?f r<jQm^ by tl^y fhann^ 

Ev*n heart* coU 4^4 hopftlcfs, deep funk in fin's flo94i 
A t^ of thy fwcetnefs foox| ravies and warnjis. 

III. 

Be therefore our prince, our glory and guide ; 

Thy fteps are the pa^h to virtue and blift I 
Who drink of thy SpitU, Mad in^hfte con&det 

Their work* v« jaU €pi«e^y, tt^^re'* fft^hing ^iif» 

IV, 

Grantusip%.vrpf4jW^#^Kctot^^''^^' . . ; ,^ 
That more foU^ jgr^ifc to thee we xn?y 6^g ; 

In life »fkd in dpftrine inccffantly Acw ' -: 

Our whole heart is jttftly giv"^ up to ^uf aCinS|» 



To God's holy Child, fo ftrong to redeem, 

By us, who thro' grace hi's likencfs do bear, 
Be glory for ever, whije-ipp^e^ \^iiifa^ 

A people of prudence and peace we appear S 

AGATHOPUS. 

Now ftand^affjQng^thet^yqthren, and partake ^ 
What further flasjl be (aid. 

\€at^ 4md P^nJjLM^mong the Brethren. 

IGNATIUS. 

flCsBiy ch«i;eh 
Is mere oblig'd Aan others to-maimsttn 
Tlie purity of faith, the flame of love, 
And fearch the perFeft meaning of the gofpel, 

'lis 
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Tis ours, where firftiidgBnf Hi8 AaiJi^ of chriftians. 

That name is much adom'd by due demeanour 

To thofe without ; with meeknefs of ftrong minds. 

Bearing what'er in blindtfefe thtt Ihall do 

To gmve -uf ; nor rej^fling government, 

Or ought thafs wife t)r j^ood fai tbb vovU'^s ^^fiurfe; 

But above all, that Weffiad fcnot he Jtept 

Of peace and love wiithin ourfielvfets. *Tis iijm 

Detains ou!r Lok-d^ifixing CS'; who adkf^aiAs. . 

fliMItt, like the foul, from torn diffever*d limbs. 

While this continues, Satan (hall not find 

Room to infuft Ms mifdMf; acrihtU I 

Be wanted ; you will all fupport and build 

Each other up. Be jealous then that nought. 

To any, but in common with his brethren. 
Chrift in each other fee and ferve: nor let 
Sufpicions or4fefrfit<ii^tfe'tifc.bfctvtixt ybtu 
But one word ihore : Sacred, you know, with us, 
jPomeftic order -is and decency ; 
'Let thdfe who ifiould obey and1earn,TubWit 
Moft gladly fo to do, their eafier lot; 
Thofe who (hould teach and govern, as for Chrift, 
pifpaf&onate and prudent, fill their place. 
Go thus UtiMi IHbv <wfierc jK>^i:ty\aiid»ioil' / * 
in jneaneft occupation you muft fufier, 
(And well you m^^With Chkia>^hh) if not 
The fiery trial. But our Lord will fee, 
While you cleave to him, how toiead you -"on. 
In his great name T leave my 'Bleffing with you! 
philo, Agathopiis, ybiill gQ-with me. 

; A&ATHO. 
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«6 IGNATIUS. 

AGATHOPUS. 

Wc humbly thank you, father. 

PHILO. 

But you, bietiireiiy 
Bear on your heart your paflor's love, and ftrive 
If in life's eafy common road you live. 
Yet flill proporttonably ftrong to £sel 
The truths for which be goes his blood to fpill I 



[^ExcunL 



END OF THE SECOND ACT. 



ACT ilI:....SCENE I. 

Scene Smyrna. An puUr Chamber in Poly carpus Houje. 



IGNATIUS guarded by SOLDIERS. 

IGNATIUS fafidej 

X HIS is the manfion of good Polycarp, 
Difciple with me once of blefled John ; 
He's indifpos'd, or he had run to meet me. 
Sweet interview I hope for,'if thefe Leopards ' 
Will but permit. Harfh have they been to me : 
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IGN A TlUSi «t 

Do thou, O Lord, return it on their heads 
In foft converting gface. I'll fpeak to them. 
Did you obferve, my friends, what paft at fea ? 

Firfi SOLDIER. 

We are not fenfelefs : yes, there was a ftorm 
Which luftily employed the {kilful hands 
Of our brave Tailors. 

IGNATIUS. 

But are you avrare 
Of that ]^ood providence and pow*r divine 
Which fav'd you in the roughed hour of danger. 
That now at eafe you might admire his love? 

SOLDIER. 

This is your way, ye moralizing feft! 
On every fight, or accident in life. 
You introduce your God, your myftery ; 
As if all life were feme religious thing. 
Then you rip up our faults ; yet can't retain 
The air 6f matters long : for when we fliew 
Our juft refentment, you, like filly flaves. 
Tamely digeit both mockery and blows. ' 

IGNATIUS. 

May you in time know from what fund of foul 
All this proceeds ; what energy within 
Makes us........ / ^ 

SOLDIER- 

Old man, we are not thy difcipIeSg 
But keepers ; fave thy voice for them that feek it. 

IGNA. 
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IGNATIUS. 

Then my rcqueft will fiiit your inclmattons. 
Shall I havcleave while we afcide at Smyrna, 
T' affociate with a brothei: ia xiu& pitce ? 

soldie;r. 

Yes, in our eye. But we Ihall cut you fcort 
Amidft your chat and folemn pageantry 
Of fighs, and prayers, anifoiigs,' and fentences. 
So te4kHi^ ^^>y.9¥:^^^' ^°^ ^^^" *^ Rome 
The fports come^gn, wd >x^ W^.b(a;;^,Aip>i9w?p ■ 
Where a thttM^'d^u4iqii9e will a3 .ufvial w^t 
His looks and gefture; Jik^ly now to yipy 
Humane for once, fome j[)leafure to mankind. 
Go to your friend and place us in fome corner* 



SCENE II. 

Scene opens to j^ ,im<r\Cka:^^er,.y.^^^^ 
one End: Ign A'iyiS.gww^tt^^^^.^it^pjlA^ 
to the other End of the JlQQm* 



IGNATIUS, POLYCARP. 
iONATlUS. 

Qpj^r^fc the fervent foul ? 

K>LY. 
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POLY^A5l^. 

• . Not much, my brother, 

Tis but a flight ^ifordef, and my Saviour 
Is doubly carefeil to fupport within 
My weary heaft with pledges of liis loVt. 

JC^ATIUS. 

I little thought, dfear Polycarp, again 
To fee thy face 

, . PdtYCARP. 

Full many rounds iikfeed 
Have time, and human things^ and human thoughts 
Gone through, fince we before fat thus together. 

ifeNAtiUS. 

We then were younger, but not otherwife 
Much diff'rent : ^oV the ' Whirrpbol of blind* pafltou 
Was, from the firft, Wo letemeht of ouri, 

POLYCARP. 

Juft as \^ Ik^ikhM iflto a diflgerous world 
God fent us-a^^gldi^d pHot, 

So he did. 
I often think, atfdihalltomy laft breath. 
Of the laft hpurs we fpent with that ^reat man. 

POIiYCARP. 

Is it partiality, or is it infight 
Into the fyftem of a dear friend's cohduft. 
That makes each little thing, he fays Or ddes; 
Speak more to usy than otiiers are iiWare Of ? 

.. •' • ^ 'l*t 
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But fo it is. I fee the holinefs 

Of John, not only in his elevations 

That ilruck mankind, hut even where he feem'd 

T* exprefs the human and the frailer fide. 

Thus in his playing, to unbend the mind 

With a tame partridge, there's a tacit flur 

On mortal care, as if he faid, " Be cafy, 

** Your projefts and this play meet in a point;" 

So when old man, for lack of memory 

And matter, as it feem'd, he oft repeated 

One leflbn, " Love the brethren." Twas, we know» 

A though extraded from a world of thinking. 

ICNATIUS. 

Yes, charity was always his chief theme. 

POLYCARP. 

And thajfroBtti reafonings not at all fupine. 
Whatever they >vere, I'm apt to think, the man 
That could furround the fum of things, and fpy 
The heart of God and fecrets of his empire. 
Would fpeak hut love: with him the bright refult 
Would change the hue of intermediate fcenes, 
And make one thing of all theology. 
And John, *tis certain had an eagle's eye: 
He faw whence all creation firft began, 
How it now lies, and where it ends at laft : 
He faw the mighty Logos moving through it 
(Guardian of beings firft within liimfelf) 
Ardent t* educe the powers and vary'd beauties 
Of the deep Godhead, image of His Father. 
And then, to raife in purity and joy, 
A temporal world, more lax variety, 
Tp be the fecond image ; which, as child 

Of 
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Of grolfer feature, fliould be covef'cl o'er 
With his kind radiance and grow up in Him. 

IGNATIUS. 

I rather ihould affign a nearer fourcc. 

Within the bounds of time aiid of the church. 

For all his ftrairis of love: The Word made fiefh, 

Oft in his hearing gave our holy union 

*rhc honor t6 ftand next in faving fouls 

To his own blood. Nay more, had cpndefcendea 

To be himfelf a Brother } make but one 

Among a knot of friends : for To he fecm'd, 

Th* apoftle faid,* to Peter and the reft, 

An eafy^ free, and but more knowing friend. 

iPOLYCARt. 

But John Wa^ the great favoHte : he was feated 
Still next to Jefus 

IGnatiOS. 

Yes^ and might not that 
The near admi{&dn to ftlch Worth and fwcetnefi 
Give him a beiit to love ? As 'tis well known, 
A man frefli come from one defervirig obje£l 
Can love a fpecies in the Oiadow of ii. 

POLYCARP. 

That bleffed converfe feem'd indeed thfe fofteft; 
As well as ftronjreft image of his mind. 
At Jefu*^ name, with recollefled aWei 
We'd (land adbring : he would drop a tear, 
As for an old acquaintance ; then correft it 
With a mild fmile, that let down his whole foul 

• F ■ - T« 

. * John, whoCe difciple Igiutiuf wa« 
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To (impleft poffiA^ and a Ibange repofe. 
Wonder not, Tons, &id he,^ that ftiti tny liearf 
£motions feels for Jefi^s w a mm. 
I know him fuch, moft amiable and kind! 
Andev'ry little paflage of his life 
In flefli^ his walks, his lodging and repaft^ 
Not without Oiifts of poverty, recur. 
How many filly queftions have we aflt'd him. 
While he gave anfwers, that with all their depth 
^ Would alfo pleafe? Chearhil he was to us ; 
But let me tell you, fons, he was within 
A penfive man,^ and always had a load 
Upon his fpirits. 

IGNATIUS. 

That was for our fins.^ 
Mourning waB His^ that conftant joy of fekk 
Might be the charafter of our poor fervioe, 
Whofe guilt he bore, sukI dranJ^ up all our curfe* 

POLYCARP- 

O preciotii door of hope} bow nmch did John 
Grieve, when the GiK>ftic herefy would fliut it. 
Denying Chrift had flefli wherein to fuffer. 

IGNATIUS. 

This was one reafon why the holy charge 
Of the bleft virgin who abode with him, 
Pleas'd him fo much ; (be was a monument 
Of Jefu's true humanity. 

POLYCARP. 

As that 
Is likewife the great bafis of our hope 

Ok 
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Of refurreflion and a glorioiM change. 
Like His, from mortal to immortal flefii. 

IGNATIUS. 

What that immortal fle& may be, was (hewa 
To John in awful vifion, when he faw 
(And fdarck could bear the overwhelming favour) 
His Jefus (land before htm^ ix)w ^xpreffing 
His heav'nly fubftance and his robes of light. 

POLYCARP. 

What large difcoveries to the end of time 

Were then vouchfaf 'd to John ! he faw At rage 

Of Antichrift prevailing, and the love 

Of many waxtog cold. He faw the throne 

Where fits our Lamb, inceflantly ador'd 

By angeUhofts, and looking down mean whili 

On mortal ma&, and on bis fuff 'ring diurch. 

He faw the mighty judgment and die plagues 

Of God's lait wrath : from which the chofen bandl 

Into their New Jerufalem received. 

Partake with JeAi^ a triumphant reft. 

IGNATIUS; 

Low at the fe6t, not only of great John^ 
But of the meaneft ferrant of my Lord, 
May I be found that day ! Yet mull I tell 
(Since Polycarp's no novice in thefe things) 
What gifts of late, as I draw nearer death. 
Are lent e'en me» I can difcern the fcope 
Of former difpenfations ; both the feagufc 
And diflF'rence of chriftianity and them. 
I know the ranks and polity of angels, 
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And by this mouth, prediftive of eventf 
Then future, hath the Father truly fpoke; 

POLYCARP. 

I do believe it brother,) and my foul 

By fympathy has tafted of thy gifu 

While thou doft fpeak) for doth not Chrift indeed 

Dwell in all his, and {hew forth as he pleafes. 

Or graces which the world calls wonderful. 

Or thofe which with mere nature it confounds ? 

IGNATIUS^ 

That is another doftrine fweetly taught 
Ey our apoftlc ; that we live in Chrift, 
Have fellowflrip with him, and on him grow 
As branches on the vine ; that he's a light, 
Vital and chearing to our inward man. 
This fliort defcripuon does convey much more 
Than the moft labour 'd circle of vain word$» 

polycarp: 

The ftation which we hold in Jefus now. 
Redeemed from earth, no words of man can reach ; 
But you fliall quickly know, my dear Ignatius, 
What 'tis to be with him in better regions,. 
You'U fee his face, and fee it as a martyr. 

IGNATIUS. 

Take comfort Polycarp ! your time will come. 
My deacons ftiould be back. I gave them leave 
An hour or two to fee the faints of Smyrna. 

POLYCARP. 

Not to learn ought, when they have liv'd at Antioch. 

IGNA- 
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IGNATIUS. 

Yes, an appeal is made (as I perceiv'd 

At fea (to your chief brethren's light and fpirit. 

About the Chriftian life. My two young men 

Are diflPrent in their natures ; and the warmeft 

Wants to transform the other to himfelf. 

And this indeed were well, could it be done : 

For I muft own, Agathopus is faithful 

And fervent in the work of Clu-ift ; the more 

Becufe he's purely what the gofpe) makes him, 

Knowing no tafte or theory befides. 

But then the other likewife is fincere ; 

Too much indeed entangled with the charms 

Of philofophic liberty of thought. 

Milky benevolence, and love of eafe ; 

Yet firm at heart to Chrift ; howe'er complexion^ • 

Like a ftrong wind, may half a different way 

Blow back the foul's Ipofe vieft. 

POLYCARP. 

Is there no ute 
A/^Hiereto this latter genius may be tum'd ? 

IGNATIUS. 

To teach the wounded felfrabhorring mind 

A fecret hope and patience with itfelf, 

Js Philo's talent. As his fenfe is quick 

To equity, and caution, and decorum ; 

And as he truly loves the human nature. 

He's farther ufeful to reftrain excefles; 

And chiefly that, where moll young converts err^ 

A pique and enmity to unbelievers. 

But here they come. 

r« Mm 
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TfV IGNIATIUS. 

Enter PHJLO and AGATHOPUS, . 

PHIIX). 

You'ie happy, reveicwl £>tber, 
In fuch a wortby flock. 

AGATHOPUS. 

But thou'rt condemn'd. 

POLYCARP. 

I Ve heard tlie cafe : fhalt I be arbitrator ? 

Judgp not each other any naoire, my fons ! 

Each has his province : Thou, Agathopus, 

Of make impetuous, and by grace divine. 

Upright in faith, and full of chriflian fervor. 

Art deftin'd to convert : thou flialt dHpfey 

And ftrifce the drowfy world with the ftrong blaze 

Of Chrifl's religion and its true demands; 

Which are no lower than thou haft conceived tli^n. 

Philo fliall follow thee, by^ nature ibrm*d 

To be a comforter ; and glean up thofe 

(As his heart fllews him 'tis the mind of Godj 

Not yet fo firmly bound up in thy bundles, 

Nor ifiark'd illuftrioufly th' Elea of Chrift. 

IGNATIUS. 
I thank you, Pplycarp. 

(Poly carp looks towards the end of the xoonimj 
What fee you there? 
POLYCARP. ' 

One of the SbHiers looks extremely thoughtful, 
A foftnefs creeping o^er his hardy face ; 
Now all the longing that an eye can carry 

...«. -^ ••■■ p. 
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He darts at you : then checks hiiA&If, and droops 
Fix'd on the earth. One ftep he juft has taken. 
But fears to add a iecond.....Shall we call him ? 

IGNATIUS^ 

Yes, by all nieans.^..Fneiid, would you fpeak with me f 

(A Soldier advances fr^m tbi reft up 49 Jffutiiui 
and Polycarp^J 

SOLDIER. 

I am not worthy^ holy man, to come 
Into your prefeAce. 

IGNATIUS^ 

Why ? whstf is the matter ? 

SOLDIER. 
Don't you remember that a foldier ftruck you ?.^^ 

IGNATIUS. 
I have forgot it. 

SOLDIER. 

And derided you 
This very morning ? I was the vile wretch 
That did it: but this heart is humbled fince* 

IGNATIUS. 

And what can I do for you ? 

SOLDIER, 



Pardon m^ 



IGNATIUS, 
That's done : What more? 



s>ou 



fi^tsm^' 
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SOLDIER. 

I can't tell what! my foul 
Draws to you ftrangely. 'Tis as if it melted 
To take your mold. I wou'd be what you are ! 

IGNATIUS. 

Chrift make thee (b, my fon ! 

SOLDIER. 

Why! can it be? 
I fpoke the word becaufe methought 'twas fwect : 
As a poor man, got into fome bra\e dream, 
Lends himfelf to it, ^and ke^ps {hut his eyes ; 
But when I open them, alas ! for me 
There is no hope: I ne*er Jhall be like you ! 
I've been a wicked liver all my time. \Wups. 

IGNATIUS, 

That need not hinder. 

SOLDIER. 

What not all thofe vices ? 
I'd name them, but I know they're things fo ftrange 
To you, that, tho' 't would eafe me much, I cannot 
Permit the tale to ftain your whiteft thoughts. 

IGNATIUS. 

Poor man, what'er beneath temptation's hour. 
Thy wand'ring path and broadeft fooliflinefs ' 
Hath been, 't was from a natui^e not unknown. 
And not Uhfelt by us. 

gOLDIER. 

Are not you holy I 

IGNA. 
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IGNATIUS. 

We are, thanks be to Chrift. 

SOLDIER. 

So then, I leant 
There lies the med'cine that can help ev'n me ! 
What does your Chrift infift that one Ihould do 
To gain his favour? I would lance this flefli 
With many a wound, or lie whole nights in froft, 
Or 

JGNATIUS. 

O my child, he came not tp impofe 
Sufferings on you, but in your ftead to fliffer. 
He died fome years ago in Paleftine, 
Profeffedly and purely for your fins. 

SOLDIER. 

No, not for mine: for I was far away. 
And ne'er acquainted with him.. 

, . IGNATIUS. 

But my child. 
He made you, and fo knew your name and nature : 
And then, tho* God, He, with a parent's pity. 
Became a man to cleanfe you with his blood, 

SOLDIER. 

He helps me therefore, as at firft he made jIk ? 

IGNATIUS. 

'Tis true, my child, and you were then but dufl. 
And could do aothing. 

SOL. 
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SOLDIER. 

I viU fink 9^ffm 
To duft : lie on this ground till he (hall come 
And take me up. 

[Falls prqftrate. 

IGNATIUS- 

O Son of God sioA high! 
Look down, this is thy day : Bc^rify'd 
By healing this thy creature : Grant him peace, 
'And perfe£l what thou haft begmK 

[SoldUr fifing up. 

SOLDIER. ] 

Good father,. 
How do you find yourfelvqs when God is with you? 
I feel a gentle flame within my breaft 
That feems to alter every nerve about me. - 
I'm lightfome now i and my whole foul's. di«t{led 
IJp to thofe heav'ns, as if I had fiMne friend 
Refiding there that never would forfake me. 

IGNATIUS. 

And fathom haft, xay fon ; Chnft Aow is thioe^ 
For ever thi^e, ziA all thy fins l(xs^v*n I 
Be a new man henfie&rtb, a»d one of us* 

ALL 

AII glory bt la Ood aact la iim. Landu ! 

PQLYCARP. 

Yea, praifetjo Him aoceiBble and nuldt 
Who keeps no ftate with a returning child: 

But 
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But free ordaining him aa heir taday 

Of all his wealth, accel'rates the difplay. 

Like the great ocean, when feme dam giveaway. 

Let never narrow hearts the haifl^ anradgn 

Of Jefus to relieve a fmner's pain : 

He knows what is in man, nor to his art 

Are chaos and creation far apart. 

There's but a word between ! Be that word giv'n. 

You (inful foul fliall be a faint of heav*n : 

And with his Maker pitch his Cent more fweet, 

^ore firm, with thefe dark clouds beneath his feet. 

SND OF THE THIRD ACT. 



ACT IV SCENE I. 

ScEN£ Tk6 outer Ckamier of FotycAK^'s Hctift. 



AGATHOPUS,. PHILO. 



AGATHOPUS- 



X HE hour approaches, when the meflcngers 
Of Afia's churches^ who have been already 
Once with Ignatius^ promised to return. 

PHILO. 



[_ 
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PHILO. 

Thcy*fl be here foon : we'll Urry to receive them. 

AGATHOPUS. 

I never faw a fight more venerable, 
Or that gave higher thoughts of fomething real 
In chriftian faith and love, than when choice men. 
From dlflPrent congregations of this province. 
Met all at Smyrna but to fee our martyr. 

PHILO. 

Some of them pleafe me much. 

AGATHOPUS. 

Yes, there's Onefimust 
Bifliop of Ephefu8, all over love 
And tendernefs to fouls. 

PHILO. 

Noiie ftrikes me more 
Than the Magnefian chief, Damas, I think, 
A bifliop in his youth. There's a fine foul 
Within that man. . 

AGATHOPUS. 

Not to forget the gravt 
Polybius of Tralles, wife and plain. 

PHILO. 

Our difiPrent likings are not npw fo fierce. 

AGATHOPUS. 

No, Philo, we are one ! 1 lay me under 
Thy fpirit, like the ground thou tread'ft upon. 
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And would give up whate*er I have to purchale 
One feature of the foul I fo misjudg'd. 

PHILO. 

Honeft Agathopus, ftill thou art fervent ! 
There is no caufe for that. Thou haft thy path. 
And that as much more excellent than mine 
As the bright fun excels the fickly mood. 
For all the ftrong in faith, who foatch the prime 
Of gofpel grace, and it's meridian fires, 
Are thine; while I th' inglorious croud befriend, 
Who creep benighted in the rear of hope. 

AGATHOPUS. 

Ay, Philo, you were always mild to finners. 

I hardly ever faw one reconciled. 

But my heart blam'dthe condefcending terms. 

But 'twas not fo laft night. Were I in glory, 

I could have pluck'd the crown from my own head 

To put it on th^ foldier's. 

PHILO. 

Thou waft never 
Stain'd with foul crimes, Agathopus, but I 
Have been a deep offender, and can yern 
Over a loathfome lazar like myfelf. 
I never told thee how I was converted : 
Cilicia was my native land. My father, 
Too fond and eafy, put it in my pow'r 
To pamper ev'ry tafte : he found his error : , 
And fcarce reproving me, he let me fee 
He dy'd for grief. This was reproof indeed 
To me who dearly lov'd him ; and ne'er felt 
(That I muft fay) ev'n in the life of fin, 

Harfli 
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Harfh pafliMi. Much I th6ttglit of letvisg itfe^ 
But left the place where I had kilPd a parent. 
After fome wand'ring, I, in anguifli ftill, 
Retum'd to Tarfus. The good bifliop there 
Set forth the cleoiftng virtue of Chrift's blood; 
I went to hcHT kirn ; for I was fo dead 
To all this world, I now ne'er flionn'd reproach* 
Then firft my foul conceiv'd a glimmVmg hope; 
I faw a greater Father had been grieved. 
But well for me ! fo greaft he could remit 
The comptfcotiion of imj^ieties. 
I was baptized, chofe deacon, came to Anttoch 
On bufinefs, where Ignatkis a&'d to keep me. 

AGATHOPUS. 

Whatever thou waft, O Phik), heretofore, 

I fee thee now a faint and bom of God: 

Yea, fince mine eyes art open, I difcover 

Thy daily afts and fpirk of thy life 

Have all the principles, tho' not the pomp 

Of high perfe£Uon and a light 4ivine ; 

And, like an expert fwordfman, thou doft more 

By flow, and iGmooth, and unfufpeSed motions^ 

Than 1 perhaps with all my brandiihes. 

PHILO. 

I think not fo, my friend ! 'Tis men like you, 
That muft fupport chriftianity. The reafons 
Of that admitted once, require thenceforth 
A conftant ardour, an exerted foal 
Still on the wing witli fame ecftatic warmth* 
If e'er this fails, men of my turn, who now 
Make no unpleafmg difcord to the gofpel, 
(For 'tis a difcord) loft in ftronger numbers * 
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Of you, who flill bejr up the gehuijie found : 
If e'er I fay, yow brave ajid worthy voices 
Shall under ours fubfide, we Ihall invent 
Some foreign harmony,, imd call off Chrift's. 
But I would hear what work of God has paft 
Upon thy foui, Agathopus. 

AGATHOPUS, 

I was 

At Antioch bom, and bred by chriftian roles ; 
And ne'er defil'd with fo much outward fin. 
As with due emphafis might (hew the need 
I had of Jefus, and endear \ns blood. 
Yet,, by one comprehenfive glance, did God 
Teach me the iruth of things. I had one morning 
Kneerd down to pray'r, my moft delightful talk; 
When all at once a croud of horrid thoughts, 
Fraught wit& the inaagesand rankeft venom 
Of all the vices that e'er man committed. 
Broke in upon my foul. I was amaz'd 
To fee myfelf from ev'ry fliape of good. 
Where I, had built my reft, immenfely back. 
As on fome defart ifland thrown, where feem'd 
No hopes of fuccour. But the Saviour came. 
And with his fplendor brighten'd all the place. 
Redeem'd I was from real fin ; and felt 
Both thofe quick terrors, and that great deliv*rancc 
In comfort as intenfe, which lie beneath 
A gofpel we fo indolent enjoy. 

PHILO. 

Bleft muft you be, and always nigh to Chrift, 
While you prefcrv'd this light. 

AGA- 
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agathopus. 

All fouls muft do (o» 
Our freflieft mem'ry ftill muft hold before us 
The wonder and true joy of that firft hour. 
When fear and fin, to hope and innocence. 
By clear, by firm, tho' fudden fteps were chang'd* 
So flisJl we ever praife the power of Chrift, 
Which grants this leave and myftic privilege 
To us, fo rotten in ourfelves, to ftand 
Free now from ev'ry fpot of human follies..,..,. 
There's fome one coming in. 

PHILO. 

'Tis only Claudius* 
Poor foul! he hangs upon us, and can fcarcc 
Bear to be ftation'd with his brutifli fellowS; 

Enter CLAUDIUS the S<Meri 

CLAUDIUS. 

My deareft brethren ! how fliall I exprefs 
What our good Lord does for me ! night and day 
I find him with me, and Me fhews me ftill 
Frefli wondefs ! What a thing is Jefu's love! 
Soft is my heart as infantas flefli ; yet able 
Like adamant or ft^el, to ftand the (hock 
Of death, and hell, and cUt its Way thro' all. 
There's fomething in me, motnent after moment^ 
Spreading and rifing like a tfee of llfief : 
I follow it, and fcarce feei the ground 1 tread on^ 
I'm wholly Chrift's ! But how can I be his, 
O tell me^ in a fdldier's rough profeffion ? 
Muft I kill men ? 

phijLo. 



Digitized by. 



byGoogle J 



IGNATIUS. 8t 



PHILO. 

You mean, mud you not love jthem ? 
Yet you're a member of this world, whofe procefs 

Involves e'en. us in many things But fee. 

The deputies are coming. 

CLAUDIUS. 

Ill retire. 

[^Exit Claudius. 

Enter ON ESI MUS, POLYBIUS, BAMAS. 

zoitk other Mejfengers of the Churches* 

ONESIMUS. 

Again we come to wait on good Ignatius. 
Is he at leifure ? 

PHILO. 

I'll go in and fee. 

lExitPhiio. 
AGATHOPUS. 
Then he is talk'd of in your feveral countries ; 

ONESIMUS. 
"We all admire fo bright a charafter. 
AGATHOPUS. 

"What if, like us, you ever at his fide 
Had feen his life and condu^l ? 

DAMAS. 

You were happy. 
We come from far, and don't repent the labour, 

G But 
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But once to tafie the graces of bis fpirit* 

AGATHOPUS. 

He was a man fo pure in private life, 

So all-devotcd to the things above, 

So mere a fervant both of Chrift and men : 

You*d fay he afted without fpark of nature. 

Save that each motion flow'd with eafe and beauty* 

Then fuch a paftor was he, fo intent 

To guard from errors and build up in Chrift 

(In wifdom, innocence, and unity) 

Each fimple foul ; fo gentle too therein. 

No heart bu' left itfelf it had a father. 

How would he moan when any perfecution 

Threatn'd the flock I and (which in him was great) 

Rejoice at its removal ; tho' thereby 

Debarr'd himfelf from all his wi(h on earth. 

He'd fay, when fell Domitian'^ lage gave o'er^ 

•* Now I (hall never be a tf ue difciple, 

•*And^die for Chrift!*' 

POLYBIUS. 

Glad would I hear more of bim;^ 
Pattern of biSiops I But lo, Philo conies. 

Re-entef P H I L 0. 

PHiLa 

Ignatius, honor'd Elders, now attends^ you* 



SCENE 
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SCENE II. 

Scene opens to the inner Cham^. 



IGNATIUS and POLYCARP Enter to them ONE. 

SIMUS, POLYBIUS, DAMAS, &c PHILO and 

AGATHOPUS. 

ONESIMUS* 

W E told you in the morning, blefled man. 
What forrow and what warmth your holy bonds 
Spread thro' the churches* They could do no left 
Than fend us to falute you ; and to knit 
By all th* advantage of this dread occafion 
Our common love ; and enter as we can 
Into the hope and might of Jefus with you* 

IGNATIUS* 

To love me they did well : for much I want 

The kind affiftance of each chriftian fouL 

I hope all give it me* Pray for me, brethren! 

POLYBIUS. 
We do. 

DAMAS. 

May nothing, when the time fhaU come, 
Blemiih thy combat ! 

G d SGNA- 
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IGNATIUS. 

Ay, that prayer was right. 
For I have weaknefs ftill, and ghoftly foes 
Which fight againft me aiid my refolution. 
Heav'n knows, I am a finner ! and deferve 
To die more deaths than one on that account. 
What favour then, O Lord, that wretched flefli 
Shall honour thee, while finking to its dull! 

ONESIMUS. 

We wait upon you now, to know your will 
And orders to the churches : fince to-morrow 
You fail to Rome ; and we, alas ! return. 
Not worthy yet of chains, to our own flocks. 

IGNATIUS. 

See, I have writ fome hafty letters for you 
To carry back. And give my humble thanks 
To every congregation. 

f Servant appears at the door^ 

POLYCARP. 

Who is there ? 
loiters from Antioch for you, Ignatius. 

(Ignatius reads letters. 
IGNATIUS. 

Dirce is dead, Agathopus ! I find, 

Dne of the heathens pafling in the tumult, 

When we Went off, ftruck her as 't were in fport. 

And her glad foul took flight. The news that follows 

I can't conceal from you, my revVend brethren : 

All things at Antioch, by our Saviour's care. 

Are 
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Arc quiet now again : fo tell the churches. 
Were it not well if each would fend feme brother 
To greet my flock upon the mercy (hewn them ? 
But ftill, poor orphans, there's no bifhop chofe : 
Think of them Polycarp. 

POLYCARP. 

Your cape, as paftor, 
3hall leave its due impreflion on my breaft. 
For that be eafy. And fince now are met 
Such difiant bi(hops, prefbyters, and deaconi, 
Well reprefenting th' univerfal church. 
Let me fuggeft employment for this ev'ning, 

IGNATIUS. 

What is it ? 

POLYCARP. 

You, Ignatius, as our Lord 
Will give you light, fhall hint fome gen'ral caution^ 
Tending to keep the church thro' ev'ry age 
From fuch corruptions as may hurt the plan. 
Or cloud the purity it yet retains. 

IGNATIUS, 

With all ray heart. Thou Friend of fouls direfl uf ! 
And ever guide all thofe on whom the charge, 
The facred chaige of thy great myfteiy 
(God in theJUJh^ faving by precious faith 
Poor finnersj fliall devolve in future times ! 
Long have I fear'd, there is a depth of Satan^ 
Which from pretences fair, and warm purfuit 
piF real parts, but not the proper center 
Of truth and holinefs, will circumvent 

Q a Tho 
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The church at laft. Strange the extremes would feem. 

To which this well pois'd /bundnefs of our fyftem 

By partial aggravations may be wrought : 

But worfe, if poflible, and more deplor*d 

That infidel indifference which fucceeds theni» 

For when fo oft bewilder'd and deceive, 

A general faftidious indolence 

Fixes the mind, 'tis hard to move it more. 

I calculate the fates of chriftian faith 

By difpofitions in the make of men. 

Three forts I have obferv'd. For fome there arc 

Severe and folemn, like the Pharifees, 

Allur'd by pomp and form. Some are again 

Of fine and tender mold, and urge the path 

Like Effenes,* of a rapturous devotion. 

And laftly, fome (well turn'd for human life. 

But the moft fatal, when their day fliall come^ 

To our religion) fit like Sadducees, 

Cool moderators ot their brethren's fires ; 

Their mark and infpiration common fenfe. 

The firft and laft qf thefe, as with the Jews, 

May, in their turn, command the public ftream^. 

The third have fome eruptions more retired. 

ONESIMUS. 
Be pleaf d to fliew by what unhappy fteps 
Each of thefe fpirits may deface thegofpel. 

IGNA- 

♦ Thefe were three chief feas of the Jews : the Pharifees, Sadducees, 
and Effenes. Of the two firft frequent mention is made in the gofpels. 
The laft made lefs noife, and feemed at the tiine of our Lord's walkinr 
on earth not to be fo numerous, though they increafed confiderably a£ 
terwards. They maintained the refurredion of the body againft the 
Sadducees ; they were very devout and abftcmious, but avoided the of- 
tentation of the Pharifees ; they did not fwear, they excommunicated 
thofe who did not wilk orderly, and they were much given to fafting 
and contemplation. , '. . • 
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IGNATIUS. 

Firft let me mention what is the great ciehter 

And heart of it : which while it moves within, 

And aSiiates^ whatever outward frame 

Of man's ideas, ftill there is one life, 

Rich life wide ranging thro' varieties. 

For. have dot we, ev'n now, thofe fev'ral taftey 

Amongft us ? Yet hereby all fan£lified. 

Your confcious fouls prevent me while I pbint 

The anchor of your calling. 'Tis a faith 

Depending only on the blood of Chrift,- 

And nothing of our own from firft to laft. 

This keeps us now in great fimplicity : 

For happy here, we lay no eager weight 

On other things^ but ufe them in their place. 

Pofterity, I tear, will fail here foon. 

For thus, in nakednefs of faith to hang, 

Amidft whate'er we do, or know, or have. 

On foreign aid and merit ; nor permit 

Nature to fay, flie's owner of one thing: 

This is an edge fo fine, 'twill turn and warp ; ^ 

The more, becaufe a raw and novice world 

Will not be tender of it; having ftill i 

So many other plaufible reforts, 

That court the fancy, and are cbriftian too : 

As influx of the Spirit, cereiponies, 

And morals (to who*lift to fee no morej 

Of chriftian law. Each fev'ral tafte now laps'd, 

Of courfe purfues, adorns fome one of thefe* 

The foft, contemplative, and Eflene genius 

Both makes the nobleft choice, and does leaft harm, 

DAMAS. 
I long to bear you paint the caufe of that. 

G4 im^- 
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» 

IGNATIUS. 
What ghoftly energy and myftic life 
Do we now feel within ! We have this jewel ; 
Yet on its radiance do not chufe to gaze 
Dire6lly, but with humble hand hold fail 
The pafket where it lies, Fait6 in Chrift-s blood. 
But as the knowledge of that tenure fails, 
Each warm devotionift will ftrive to ix 
The now departing Shekinah by nice . 
Tho' impotent defcriptions ; will reduce 
All to a fcience, and to each attainment 
Prefcribe a way of art and faife ambition^ 
See you how this may be? 

DAMAS. 

I fee too plain 
The Spirit's felf on Jefus may be made \ 

T' encroach. 

IGNATIUS. 
But this is light to what enfues. 
We highly value now our folemn rites. 
Symbols of love, and our Lord's proteftion: 
And much we prefs obedience to the paftor, : 
But O, what I forefee may flow from this 
In a dark age ; when iiit'reft on t)ne hand, 
And on the other childiflinefs of thought , 
And Pagan gloom, for fuperftitibn ripe. 
Will by our ufe confirm that iron yoke ! 
The clergy will be lords, and endlefs forms 
Hide from the church her Saviour's face. > 

POLYBIUS. 

^ Alas, 

That ordinances in his name begun 
Should ceafe to preach Him only to poor fouls I 

IGNA. 
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IGNATIUS. 

The worft is yet to come, When chriftirn faith 

Has worn all weakneffes of th* human fpirit, 

And been derided thro* them, 't will be deem'd 

Expedient to appoint a jealous guardian, 

The fire and wild luxuriance to correft 

Of this ftrange principle. Low, and more low, 

By treach'rous praife of it's own moral precepts,^ 

Shall it be brought in all it will perfuade ' ' 

Of work from its diviner plan and power, 

Beyond the meafures of mere human life. 

Till by degrees bold rrfaon i*ecommends ^ 

Her own unmftigled fyftem, nature's light. 

And will not fuffer on that fcheme to hang 

(Thb* long but tolerated like the laws 

Of conquered countries) the bare naiile of Jefus. 

As he haid died in vain, with great applaufe 

The world rolls back to what it was before. 

ONESIMUiS. 

Adam ! Adam ! We no more blame, thee : 
We too have tailed l^aradife^ and fell. 
Looked over Jefus to know good and evil. 

IGNATIUS. 

1 fee, my brethren, the laft fcene I've drawn 
Too much aflFefts you ; it drinks up your fpirits : 
What fliall I fay? 'twon't be till diftaht ages. 

ONESIMUS. 

Our love extends to all : that's no relief. 

IGNATIUS. 

Why thcH I have (if I muft bring it forth) 

What 
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What will, rmfurc, the prefent grief expel, 
Tho' not as I would wifli. Look nearer home : 
Are Smyrna, Ephefus, Magnefia dear t' you ? 

ONESIMUS. 
Dearer than life. 

IGNATIUS. 

Then long before this plague 
Shall ovcrfprcad the earth, all thefe your churches 
Shall lofe their chriftian glory, fcarce retain 
Savour of Chrift, or fymbol of their hope. 
Ravaged and trodden down by infidels. 

POLYBIUS. 

Nay then weVe filent ! Judgments are to come. 
And foul apoftafies; Let us make hafte 
To die, my brethren, left the gofpel lamp 
Go out before us. 

DAMAS. 

No, recall that word, 
Howe'cr diftrefs or error may deform 
The fpouCe of Chrift, his love will ever laft. 
And when thefe ftorms are o'er, and man's each paffion 
Hath had its day, its fwing and penitence 
In holy things ; then pureft light again. 
The fweet recover'd infancy of faith. 
Shall blefs the earth, and introduce that kingdom. 
Where Chrift the King of Peace (hall ftand cotifeft, 
Admir'd in all his faints and all his works. 

POLYCARP.' 

This is the fum, my brethren ! Christ is all: 
If e'er we lean to other things we fall* 

Spirit 
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Spirit, and rites, and reaibn too are good. 
If planted and if glorying in His blood. 
Faith is fo fimple, whence all good doth fpring, 
Mankind can't think it is fo great a thing : 
Still o'er this pearl fteps their ambitious pride 
Purfuing gladly any form befide. 
Yet, O good Saviour ! narrow as it is, 
And delicate, and prone for man to fhifs. 
Ne'er be the way fliut up to this our blifs ! 
No, everlafting be thy gofpel, Lord, 
And thro' all time its faving power ador'd ! 

END OF THE FOURTH ACT. 



ACT V SCENE I. 



Scene Rome, jujl without the City The City Walls and 

Gate lying before^ andfom^ old Ruins on one Hand 



Two PHILOSOPHERS. 



f/r/i PHILOSOPHER. 

X OU feem to like this place, as if one ftep 
Was precious from the follies of the town : 
But you look mufing. Pray what was the objeft ? 

Second 
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Second PHILOSOPHER. 

Why truly, the poor chriftians. For it feems 
This day, this Thirteenth ot the Speftacles, 
Some noted prieft of theirs, a prifoner brought 
In the laft fliip, fliall be expos'd to beafts. . 

Firjl PHILOSOPHER. 

And are thofe filly wretches worth a thought? 

- Second PHILOSOPHER. 

Perhaps worth fey'ral, brother. For you know 
We who feek truth muft not be prejudic'd. 

FirJl PHILOSOPHER. 

I don't myfelf believe the monftrous ftories 
Reported of them ; but I think them perfons 
Soft and precipitate to each new whim, 
And not much us'd to reasoning. 

Second PHILOSOPHER. 

Be it fa. 
But whence then comes their conftancy in fuff'ring. 
Their more than Roman fortitude of fpirit? 

Fir/? PHILOSOPHER 

From great enthufiaftic warmth. 

Second PHILOSOPHER. 

Wellfaid! 
And will enthufiafm then (with all 
The decencies of life and civil duty 
Preferv*d} make men fo gen'rous and heroic ? 
For whether they be reafoners or no, 
ril give a reafon why their k& Ihould fland. 
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Firjl PHILOSOPHER. 

One would not call in madnefs to fupport 
E'en virtue's felf ! Enthufiafm 's no lefs. 

Second PHILOSOPHER. 

Here we recur to the firft doubt : which wa$, 
Whether for thofe particular opinions, 
Which thus infpire and heat them, they can fliew 
Rational grounds ? If fo, it is not madnefs. 
Man's fcrutiny abfolves them, if their lines 
And gen'ral motives, which fuftain all round 
Their faith and conduft, be but rightly drawn 2 
Whate'er within this circle lies of bold, 
Gr fervent, or ecftatic, is refer'd 
To impulfe of the -deity they worlhip. 
But 'tis a quality in the whole nature. 
And fep'rate from the tenet of enthufiafms. 
Yet I confider- 

Firjl PHILOSOPHER. 

What is that? 

Ser^w^ PHILOSOPHER. 

^isjby," 
The fpring of hearty, ftrong, and graceful a£lions, 
What makes all worth, all elegance of wit. 
Yea all benevolence, but this one feeling, . 
Or from good blood, from fenfe of ornament^ 
Or cafual good humour ? Hence in vain 
Do we philofophers ereft fuch minds, 
Which can admit none of thefe genial charms :' 
They fmk again. For we infufe but reafon : 
Not glowing health, nor fibres turn'd to honour; 

Not 
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Nor, like the chriftian priefts, can we convey 
A foreign joy more elevating yet, 
Enthufiafm. 

Firjl PHILOSOPHER. 

What you fay is juft : but ftill 
I*d not work up a rapture like thofe priefts. 
By doftrines fo irrational and weak* 
The joy's not bad, engine indeed of virtue. 
Had it a good foundation. 

S^r(7«i PHILOSOPHER* 

Stop and think ! 
Is it the movement, which perhaps alone 
Can raife a lively and ingenuous flow 
Of virtue, the free bloflbm of fuch minds 
As are already happy ; and hath God 
Left no room, think you, or foundation for it ? 

fir/? PHILOSOPHER. 

Yesi you liave fliewn 'tis wove With our complexion* 

5ec^«^ PHILOSOPHER. 

That's riot enough ; if we fuch virtue mean, 
(As fure we do who hold the foul immortal) 
As looks beyond the ufe and prefent luftrc 
Of human life ; and hath its great affair 
Witli the Divinity, his grace or frown. 
Here by analogy the rule's the fame ; 
Joy precedes virtue : but it muft be joy 
Upon this ftate, and in this line of things : 
The vot'ry muft behold his God propit^iouSj 
Himfelf admitted as an humble friend: 
Eafy of heart, and confident henceforth ; 
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Then will he rife to the great charafter. 
By excellence of foul, that ne'er appeared 
Before this Entheon*s interview with heav'n. 

Firji PHILOSOPHER. 

You've got into the center of their firft 

And moft obnoxious do6lrine (for the other 

Of fpme good fpirit or divine afflatus 

Upon the mind may fairly be allow'd.j 

To every profelyte at firft admiflion 

Full innocence they lend : whatever his crimes 

Before have been, he's white, and free, and juft. 

And equaird with the veterans of virtue, 

Firft wears the laurel, then begins the fight. 

Make this confiftent, and 1*11 afk no more. 

Second PHILOSOPHER. 

I think I can. For let us now fuppofe. 

He that rejoices, is by force of that 

Difpos'd for good ; and he, who by fome glance 

From the mild deity, triumphs in his love. 

Moves then to higher good j difplays at once^ 

However abjeft or perverfe before. 

Relenting gratitude and holy worth : 

li fo, one may with virtue be endow'd 

At once. 

Firjl PHILOSOPHER. 

But this is rarely fcefl^ 

Second PHILOSOPHER. 

Tis true, 
Yet the objeSion does not drive me back 
From what benign effe£ls I faid would follow 

On 
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On joy divine : but urge me to enquire 
Why this kind glance is not beftow*d on all ? 

f/r/i PHILOSOPHER. * 

That I can tell. Becaufe mankind are under 
The power of vice. 

Second PHILOSOPHER. 

That cannot be ; for this 
Is what deftroys that power which hever melts 
But at this fire« 

Firjl PHILOSOPHER. 

Yet may not ranker vice. 
Foul with its briitifli habits, be in nature 
A bar to th' operation ? 

Socond philosopher: ^ 

Not at all. 
This joy, if given, does there the very fame 
As in clear niinds, it meets th' ihgenuouis fprings 
Of our great foul concealed beneath therubbifh. 

Firjl PHILOSOPHER. 

But 'tis not given, yourfelf then tell tis why. 

Second PHILOSOPHER. 

God is a governor ; and a£ls indeed 

By rules political, and not as we 

Would trace him ftill with geometric fcale. 

By mere connexions and capacities 

In phyfical exiftence. Hence pure guilt, 

Debt, and affront, and breach of covenant. 

Ideas ftrange to us ! tie up the hand 
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That might, if fimple nature were confider'd^ 
At any moment work all virtues in us. 

Firji PHILOSOPHER. 

If guilt's the obftacle^ then its removal 
May well be fudden, and all good flow in. 
The chriftians do indeed employ their care 
On guilt itfelf ; fo taught by old tradition 
DefcendiDg from the Jews. And now methink^ 
I can fee farther in their fcheme. If God 
Afts as you reprefent him, and with-holds 
His chearing prefence from the human mind 
On motives politic ; then on the like 
He may reftore it. Guilt's political ; 
Deriv'd external merit is no more. 
Yet this I thought ridiculous indeed. 
That they account themielves belov'd of God 
For what another did* 

Second PHILOSOPHER. 

Twas, I fuppofe. 
Their Founder. 

Firjl PHILOSOPHER. 

Yes. 

Second PHILOSOPHER. 

Why this is (as you fayj 
Good in the ufe and equity of ftate, 
Tliat to a corporation from its head 
Merit (hould pafs, and dignity dilated 
Cloath every branch with honours of the root. 
And truly, I've long look'd on this expedient 
As the moft fit and delicately fuited 

H Te 
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To give at once both room for God to blefs 

Nor yet make man or petulent or proud. 

The late dark (ky and images of guilt 

Keep their reality : but only ferve 

T' illuftrate prefent fafety ; as we fee 

The broken weapons, hideous to behold. 

Brighten and triumph o'er fome barbarous land. 

Man now is happy ; but 'tis plain by whom ! 

Not by himfelf ; the Patron ftands before 

To face the Godl^ead, and obtain its gifts ; 

He at a diftance tenni nates his care 

And glad tho* feeble fervice pays this Friend, 

His own, his fofterand compendious God. 

What a fweet paflion to this Penefaflor ; 

What plain infantile gaiety of heart. 

And yet what outward greatnefs of clcportment : 

In (hort, what a new fet of fentiments 

Would burft from the recefles of the foul. 

Which flioiild believe itfelf divine and happy. 

Through the whole length of ages, and all this ' * 

By the TTurt love and wonJerjul atchitvemtnt 

Of One who left fuch merits once, and ftill affords 

His virtual prefence to his friends ! 

All this I do, I muft imagine tho* 

ril fpeak no more, left you {bould think me chriftian. 

/'^r/Z PHILOSOPHER. 
Whoe'er thinks me not much their enemy 
Henceforward, (hall not put me to the blulh. 
As for their meetings arid their private rules, 
They'i:e a fociety, and fo muft have them. 

5<rt^/?rf PHILOSOPHER. 
{Iwough! Here comes the martyr, well retire, 

Firfi 
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Firfi PHILOSOPHER. 

We are nol worthy now, good mail, to flay 
And join thy train ; another time we may. 



{Exeunt* 



SCENE Ili 

Enter loii At iv S guarded iy Soldiers: feveral Roman Ckrif- 
tians accompany htm..,.AG at H op u s and Ph l LO follow • 
ing after. 



IGNATIUS, ROMAN CHRISTIANS, 8cc. 
IGNATIUS. 

1 WAS very kind, my brethrieii, that you came 
So far to meet us. Had I been permitted^ 
■ In honour of the fteps of holy Paul, 
I from Puteoli on foot had travelPd. 
Thus far 'tis well ! Thii is imperial Rome ; 
And I a bifhop from the difiant Eaft, 
Now fee the countries of the fetting fun : 
•I too am come to fet ! but rife again - 
InJefusChrift. 

ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 

Are you refolv'd to die ? 
We could perhaps induce the people yet 
Not to require you for their favage fports. 

H 2 IGNA- 
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IGNATIUS. 

don't attempt it ! Ne'er fliall I again 
Have fuch a gale to waft me to my God. 
Were I like Paul and Peter, a freed man 

In Chrift, and perfeft, to make no fuch motion, 

1 would command you. I am yet a flave : 
But do intreat you not to hinder me, 

For by this death I (hall obtain my freedom. 

ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 

Are there no motives to perfuade your life ? 

IGNATIUS. 

No, I have nothing more to do on earth. 
My loves and my defires are crucify 'd ; 
Tiiere's not a fpark of fire or warmth within me 
To things below : but that fame living water 
Promised by Jefus hath extinguifh'd all. 
It fprings to life eternal in my heart, 
And caHs me onward only to the Father.^ 
Tedious to me is corruptible food, 
And ev'ry joy of hfe. The bread of God 
I hunger for, the flefli of Jefus Chrift : 
His blood rd drink ; that i$, I would be made 
Immortal with him in the ftate of love.- 
I do not wifh to be one moment longer 
This man, this dark and miferable being ; 
And tho' Tm yet alive (you fee I ani 
Becaufe I fpeak) my heart is all on death. 

ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 

But 'tis a cruel death that they intend you. 
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IGNATIUS, 

Let fire, and crofs, and troops of rav'nous beafts, 

Let tearing, grinding of this total frame, * 

Let every art of pain the devil owns. 

Come on me, fo I but enjoy my Jefu3. 

I am God's wheaty the lion's jaw muft bruife it. 

So fliall I make clekn bread fit to prefeiit 

In God's high fanftuary. 

ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 

But can't you, 

rev'rend father, be a friend of Chrift, 
And yet continue here ? 

IGNATIUS. 

O no, I cannot^ - 

1 can't be true to the greit myftery, 

The life of faith, while in the world I'm feen; 

JNothing that can be feeri is fully right : 

And only then I am a good difciple, * 

Wlien e'en my body (tho' but in the paunch 

Of a brute beaft, and by a change of forms) 

Is yet withdrawn from this bad world's infpeClioh* 

There has one objeft been difclos*d on earth 

That might commend the place ; but now 'tis gone * 

Jefus is with the Father, and demands 

His members to be there. . Him do I feek 

Who died, who rofe for us. In gaining him, 

I fliall be rich enough. Pardon me, brethren ! 

You muft not ftand between me S^nd my life. 

Nor weigh me down when I afcend to God. 

No, let me now pafs upwards to partake 

Unfuliied light, and be what he would have me. 

H 3 Nov 
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No, let m<* now the pafllon imitate 

Gf Chrift my God. Do any of ybu feel 

Him in your heart ? Then you can fympathize^ 

You know my flraits, what facred ties I'm under* 

ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 
We'll riot refill you more: God's will be dohei 

IGNATIUS; 
tray tell me, keepers, There on our left handt^ 
That mofly fragment of a wall, what i« it ? 

SOLDIER. 
Tis an old burying-place now Idid afld^^ 
IGNATIUS. 

Laid afide, firtd you ? So fball all thii worW 
Be foon. Gpod foldiers, let me lean againft it 
One moment. Brctlaren, fhan't we pray together ? 

figmtiuj kneeling^ by the old timU. 
IGNATIUS. 

iTianks to thy love, almighty Son of God, 
Whichi o'er the fteps of all my life extending,- 
Gave me to know thy name and faving might i 
And now to tafte the blifs of dying for thee. 
Grant to the churches reft and mutual Ibve, 
And holy gifts, and lively confidence 
In thee* Bring on the bleffed end of all things. 

(The brethren whifper andjlund up* 
What is't, my friends f 

ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 

The fports are juft conclo^iiigt 
And you in hafte are fent for. 

IGNA- 
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IGNATIUS. 

I am reachr. 
Come foldiers, come Agathoptw and PJ^Ho ! yo«, 
Some of you, friends, keep praying in this place. 

Exeunt Ignatius, Soldiers^ Pkilo and Agathopus^ to tii 
Ampitkeatrt, Manentfome Roman CAriJiians^ 

Firji ROMAN CHRISTIAN. 

Who cart help praying now ? My very foul 
Is on the ftretch, and bufy with her God, 
About fome big requeft I cannot utter, 
Nor comprehend. 

Second ROMAN CHRISTIAN. 

/ The time of great affiCliort, 

Or great (bfpenfe is facred, and exceeds ^ 

The common bounds of thinking. 

JFirJl ROMAN CHRISTIAN. 

And of power,. 
For fure, 'till now, 1 never felt fuch llrength 
And energy of fpirit; flefh and' the world 
No more retard me, than if not in being, 
I would d6 fomething ! Would do any thing } 
For fome eternal nerves are wak'd within mc^ 
Some ftrange alacrity, which, if it laded, 
Would be the body's death, and fliake it off 
Without or puny ficknefs or a groan. 

Second KOMAH CHRISTIAN. 

But flop, my brotlier, let us now be faithful 
To the good martyr's orders^ and pray for him. 

FirJi 
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Firjl ROMAN CHRISTIAN. 

I pray too much for words. I pray for all things. 
All time, and all eternity at once. 
What would you more ? 

Sa:ond.ROMAS CHRISTIAN. 

Only to recoiled 
And ftand in awful filence here awhile 
Before our heav'nly Mafter, doing no more 
But this, to have Ignatius on our heart. 

FirJl ROMAN CHRISTIAN. 

Content. 

nirdand Fourth ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 

O Lord, be prefent with thy fervants ? 

[Vuyprayfome timeflently. 

Second KOUMH CHRISTIAN. 

Now I am forc'd myfelf to break the filence. 
Did you perceive that breath of purer air 
Which fpread a fweet fimplicity and calm 
Over our foul ? Indeed the Lord is with us ! 
I fancy this mild iignal fliew'd the moment 
When great Ignatius mounted to the Ikies. 
Tis fo ; for fee, the deacon comes to tell us^ 

EMer P a I L 0. 

PHILO; 

Chriftians, rejoice ! Your brother is at refi. 
Safe in the arms of Chrift, above the toils 
And hazards of an earthly pilgrimage. 

ROMAN 
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ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 

The manner of his martyrdom we long 
To hear. 

PHILO. 

'Twas quickly o'er. Two hungry lions 
Kept for him were let loofe with a loud ihout. 
And mingled horror of fome fofier hearts 
Thro* the whole amphitheatre. He firft 
Look'd up to heav*n, and then let gently fall 
His eyes to earth, as one whofe fuit was heard. 
Nor needed that he fhould folicit moi]p. 
And fo it was e*en to a circumftance. 
He always wifli'd there might, if poflible. 
Be no remains of his, which we furvivors 
Might ftoop to gather, or regard as martyrs. 
And very few are left (Agathopus 
And Claudius glean what is} he has his grave 
Compleatly in the beafis, the place which he 
With fuch particular pleafure deftin'd for it : 
I faw this pleafure in his looks j and 'twas 
The laft I faw of him : for while he flood 
As one that would have ftrok'd the grifly brutes. 
They feiz'd upon him, and devour'd him up. 

LnUr AGATHOPUS and C L A U D I U S. 

ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 

And did he leave us then no dying words ? 

PHILO. 

He fcarce had time to fpeak, yet faid fomething, 
A word or two, but I could not hear what. 

AGA^ 
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AGATHOPU& 

I'll tell you, brethren, what Ignatius faid : 

What his death preaches to you.... .Let your life 

Be hid with Chrift. Choak not by worldly care. 

Or earthly joy, that emanation fair 

Of Chrift's own mind, the new implanted feed 

Of Chriftian holinefs : but ever feed 

And more expand it by the works of love. 

And foUVing your good inftinSs from above. 

For not in vain, or with fome low defign 

Were you engrafted into Chrift your vine : 

But you with him, in whom your whole truft lies. 

Shall to divine inheritances rife ; 

Stand with Ignatius on that better fliore. 

As dear to Chrift as he that went before ! 

PHILO. 

Here we difperfe. Agathopus and I 

Return to Antioch. Where are you, Claudius, 

Ordered to be. 

CLAUDIUS. 
At Rome* 
PHILO. 

Then here you fee 
The brethren you muft join with. 

(Roman Chrijlians giving him the hand. 
ROMAN CHRISTIANS. 

Take the pledge 
Of deareft love and fellowfhip immortal. 

CLAU. 
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CLAUDIUS. 

My firft inftriiftors, by whofe friendly voice 
I learnt to truft in Jefus ! Muft I jiart 
Witt you. 

AGATHOPUS. 

Yes, Claudius, and 'tis no great thing. 
We with thefe friends muft part ; both with Ignatius« 
They ere their thirfty fouls had time to know 
And knit with his ; we after a ftrift union 
Of many years. With our exterior ftate 
Tis thus. But Chrift within is ever fure. 
The fame in youth and age, at Rome or Antioch. 
One fource of joy to each believing breaft. 
Where we all drink, and live, and meet at laft. 



A SERMOfJ 
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SERMON 



p]lBA(iHSD BtFORB THB 



UNIVERSITY of OXFORD, 



LUKE II. 10. 



And the Angel faid unto them^ Fear not : for behold I hring 
you good Tidings of great Joy^ which fhall be to all People. 



JL HE appearance of the angel of the Lord to the fhep« 
' herds, to acquaint them ot our Saviour's birth, was very pro- 
per and fuitable to the dignity of fuch a nativity. Whether 
we confider the Angels, as a higher and a3ually happy or- 
der of intelligent beings, kindly congratulating the falvation 
of the human race ; or whether we regard them as the mef-* 
fengers of the great God, fent down to do honor to his Son, 
and make a part of the credentials of his miffion; or whether 
we look upon them as the appointed retinue of the Logos 
lumfelfy attending their own Captain even on bis earthly 

I pilgrimages 
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pilgrimage : in every light, tlieirafting thus, was a decent 
circumlUnce of the nativity of Chi ifi. The (hepherdslike- 
wife may be confider'd, as perfons of a low condition, and 
of plain and honeft minds, keeping up as it were, the old 
patriarchal fimplicity of lift; and therefore the fitteft of 
any to be the firft courtiers of that King, who without fe- 
cular ornaments, and againft human probabilities, was to 
reftore pe^e and a goM^n age to mankind : and their being 
called to in the dead of night, when all others were afleep, 
did but too truly reprefent what is fo often and awfully re- 
marked as incident to the gofpel, I mean, to pafs unob« 
ferv*d and unregarded by the unbelieving world, and to 
take 6ffe^ 0xf\i with'a^fi^ waking fhm^s. v'i^he angel that 
appearM,' arfd fpoke firft, was the principal meffenger fent 
with thefe tidings j and the others, who feem only to have 
been heard and not feen by the fhepherds, were attendants 
upori him; who in the fervor of their zeal could not for- 
bear their harmotiious Suffrage on the occafion. The light 
alfo that attended hinij may have been either individuaJly 
the f^ whieh the' Vife 'mew ikV, and is in that hiftory 
called k ftar j or only in general, fike that, a ray knd por- 
tion of that majeftic light in which God dwells, and which 
cloaths not only Himfelf, but even his meffengcrs as a gar- 
,ment. But I will infift only On his words ^ Vhich arc 
thefe. Fear not: for b^'old I brittg you good tidings oJ.graU 
joy, whichJhcdlbetoaUpcapU. . - 

The angel here informs the fliepheirds firft of alt thait tfaef 
meOage he Wi^it^ ^^ of f^^^h ^ nature, as to )be matter of 
joy. ■ Then he proceeds, in . the next verfe, to fliew tfaem 
what it is : Vhto yoU is born^ this day, in the city 6j DdviJf 
a Saviour which is Chrijk the Lord. Had he only /told ihem» 
that Chrijithc Lord vras bom, they from the diara£l^r 

which 
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which the prophets had given of that Pferfoh, could nbt 
have been ignorant, what fentiments of heart were due to 
the news of his appearance: yet to help their appiiehenbnfibiii 
and fecure their joy the better, he adds that very title which 
muft ultimately be the ground of theiir joy, ^d cills hini 
a Saviour; Unto you is born a Saviour ^ But now if the great 
motive to joy is couched in ihis X\i\^ Saviour : this direfts u? 
to look farther than the nativity^ or to look vpon that, only 
as the opening of a large and manifold fcene of wifdom an4 
love in the redemption of mankind: for OlnyZ was not a Savii- 
our to us merely by being bom^ but by feveral fteps befides^ 
which he took afterwards* Hence I think I am author 
riz'd, to uncierftand the fubjeft of joy here mention'di 19 
be in eiie£l the chriilian falvation itfelf, with what was 
done to purchafe it, and the happy fryits of it ; or which 
will come to the fame, thegofpel or doflrine wherein all 
thefe things are promulged. Accordingly at prefent, \ 
flj^J take the words before us. Feat not^ for belaid I bring 
you good H^ngSy &c* as containing this pofition, Tkat th^ 
thrifiian dp^rine pas intended to be (and ij^orjeover was, a^ 
ihe.firil preaching of itj received zvithjoy* This obfcrva* 
tion I will 

Fixft, Cojofinn from the fcripturc* 

Secondly, Enquire, Whajt it y^^ ia the ehriftian do&fin^ 
yfbich muft more particularly h^ the caufp pjE thiji jpy^ 

Thirdly i Draw fome inference^ 

I. That the chriilian do&rine was iatendri tQ he re« 
reived with joy« 

lift II 



' Digitized by 



Google ^ 



t u6 i 

If the words Ihaveread,becaufe they were fpoken npoiifal 
(>articuiar occafion, may not feem fo direftly to imply this, 
the thing however will be put beyond all doubt by other 
places of fcripture. And firft, it is fom^what remarka- 
bly to our purpofe, that the very tertn* aixyyiXioy and 
auayytA/^io-fia* areufedin fuch a manner in the apoftolicaf! 
writings. Tliree times in four thart there is occafion ^o 
mention the chriftian doflrine, or the proclaiming of it to 
the world, 'tis done by thefe words ; which yet in themf- 
felves were not fo very obvious, nor fo far as appears^ any 
favorite phrafes of the age*. No reafon can be gl^en for it, 
but tbat the trtfth of the cafe fo much required, that the doc- 
trine then delivered (houldbe looked upon both as news, and 
good neW^; and be received, as iri nature and common life 
good news or tidings are received; which we know is^ 
with the rrioff fenfible joy, and therefore thofe who paint 
the paffiofnaf ftron^,- take the perfons they rcprefent, at the 
moment when fome c6ncerning event comes firft to theit 
Tinowledge : I' fay, this was fo much the moft fuitable rcr« 
ception of any for our Savi6ur*8 religioh, that to dnfure it^ 
no repetition of the fame word ^a^ thought too much. A- 
greeable hereto 5/. Paul, in a place where he is very care- 
ful to remove wrong, and fuggeft right notions of that 
matter, gives this chdfrafter of hii Officcf as a preacher of 
chriftianity. We are helpers of your joy.* As he does, in 
another place, ap]^ly to himfelf and his^ feHow -preachers^ 
thofe words of the prophet Ifaiah, where a bringer of good 
tidings (arid perhaps *twas hence the idea flowed into the 
New Teftament) is fuppofed to raife fuch joy and tran-i 
fport in the beholders even afar off, that his very perfon 
^atid motion fcem to them more amiable tliait ordinary: 
How beautiful are the feet ofthem^ &c.t And indeed wbeif « 

ever 
* ^ • a Cor. i. 2^ ' f Rom. x. i> 
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«ver tliatprophiet fpeaks of the cfariftian difpenfation, he 
crfls upon ihofe to whom the promife is addreffed, to re- 
joice : Break forth into joy^Jing together^ ye wajte places of 
Jerufalein ; for the Lord hath comforted his people.^ Sing 
O Heavens^ and be joyful^ BjirthA The people that walked 
in darknefs^ have feen a great light; they that d^dl in the 
landofthefhaaow of deaths upon them hath the light fhined* 
Thou hajl multiplied the nation, and to him (for fo the margin 
reads it) increafed the j<^y : they joy hejore thee according to 
the joy in harvefl^ and as m^n rejoice when they divide the fpoiLX 
Now prophefy may be fo far like the feeing of things with 
the eye at a great distance, that it may take in perhaps np 
ipore than the grofs of the objeflk, but is fure to do juftice 
to that: and if fo, then whatever be the particulars of 
^hriftianity, which will upon a nearer infpettion be fepa- 
rately regarded, yet that which ought firft to ^rike the eye, 
that which makes the bulk of it, and in the prophet's view 
fwallowsup every -thing elfe, i^ fome ^reat confolation, 
pr ipattpf of joy. 

But to come ftill clofer ; Nothing can be a better rule to 
judge by, than the impreipons with which the firfl con- 
verts heard the chriftian doftrine: what the^ felt, ought to 
be felt in and from chriftianity, for it is in them we fee the 
xpoft genuine effe£b of it. After that great converfion on 
the day oiPentecoJl^ t}ie outward behaviour of the believers 
immediately thereupon, is defcrib^ in fevcral particulars; 
and their ftate of ipind, which indeed fliewed itfelf in their 
aClions, is fufficiently intimated in two words, glddnefs or 
exultation, 2^Afnglenefsof he^rt:^ to which we may add 
what is faidof thenn before; that, ampjig many others per-» 
Ijaps who were never the better for it, thefe were the per-^ 
. ? 3. fOAS 

Chap, i^ix* t^, X Chap, ix tt 8* } Aftsii. ^ 
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ions who gladly recntid St. Peter's tvord, aiid t'beireftSk^ 
!&(?« baptizedA' Ih the fame boot of the ASs, aft^r men- 
tioning thkt Philip went down io the city of Si'maria, and 
preached Chrift td them, it is taken notice of,' that thtre xjims 
great joy in that city.f When the jailor who had St. Paul 
in cuftody, had once heard him Jpeai the word of the Lordy 
befides the aftions he did prefently upon believing, which 
plainly imply an alacrity of heart, and are foni^whiat par- 
^telto the account of thofe converts ffirft riiiehtiohdd, it is 
cxprefly addW in the clofe, that he rejoiccd.^^ TM K*ke We 
find in the JS^Aw^^ eunuch ; as foori' as PMip had preiuk- 
ed ]ttXi^ unto him, and he was baptized, though his guidfewas 
iiiatched from him-, yet the 4oftrinie Having ftink into his 
heart, gave proof thiere that he received it ak good tidings; 
fot h^ went on his way fit is not faid,- only reafbning, medi- 
tatting, oi'thd like, but, rejoicing.^' 

In*?ed We have reafoh to think", tliat all who heaW the 
gofpel to any good purpofe, heard it witlithe fam^ feriti^ 
ments of joy. They behaved at firft, like perfons quite 
amazed and lurprized with thte divine grate and bounty ; 
and all their lives aft^r, whatever thb religion oP C«n/? re- 
quired of theih,th^yafo««;*t/r« the fame withthankf^ving: 
which babitaalthankfgivihg, fo ofteri recommended to 
chriftians by 5/. Paul* niay be Iboked upon ftill as the 
convert's joy, now more ftkyed and mature. And there- 
fore in oiirSavibur's parable Of the fower, when the hear- 
ers compared to ftoney ground, are fkid to receive ike Word 
tmthp%\ weareiiot to take it, as if he infiribatfed fome 
fdrwafdnefs^ in them' more th^ri w^s eonvehignt', oi^ that* 
^hcirbej^nning^Was fuch that it Wa* lidl' lively thkrtKe)^ 

woiilit 
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woulfl hold on ; but raU^cr jull the. contrary : Me ijnican^, 
that they promifed very wejl a? yet, and were difpofed to- 
wards the gofpel, as all ^od converts ufually were dif* 
pofed. I will add but one place more, of many that 1 
might ; becaufe it noX only proves , that the hearing o|^ the 
go fpel was in thofe days attended with joy, but puts us in 
mind of fomething, whereby we may meafure the great- 
nefs of that joy; it triumphed over all affliftioijs. And 
indeed we may obferve in church-hiftory, that Profelytes 
the very day they firft believed, and tajied the gopd'uord 
of God, when confequeptly nothing of habit or improve- 
ment could be fuppofed, but, only the pure joy of that 
Word to fupport them, were as much raifed above this 
world and as fit for martyrdoni, as at any tinie after. But 
to return ; 5/. Paul's words are thefe. Ye became jotlowers 
of us and of the Lord^ hqmng received the Word in much qf-* 
Jli(liony with joy of the Holy Gkojl.* This joy of the Tkef- 
Jitlonians upon the firft hearing of the Word, this chearful- 
hefs and noblenefs of fplrit, a^ it did jufticc to the nature 
and incomparable worth of the gbfpel, fo it gave an ex- 
ample to ail the jchurches round them : and fo excellently 
right was their behaviour at that time, that 'tis >^ith a par- 
ticular plealure the apoftle reflefts upon What rmnner^ of 
entring in he had unto them; and how they (let us carry with * 
us the i^ea of that young joy, gratitude and zeal), ti/Lrn'd to 
Godjfroni tdolsy tof^ve the living and true God, afidto wait 
for^ his Sonfroip. Heaven, whom he raifed from the dead, even 
Tfefus which delivered us from the wrath to come.f 

^ Tbis may'fulElce'to flxew, tbat the chriftian doflrme, was in- 
f:cndcd tobe receivcdVith joy ; or that joy is the afFeftiqn or 
liateofmirid, which the chriftian revelation was expeQed to 

I 4 produce. 
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duce. Nay more than this hath been fliewn ; it appea^ 
that thus it was in faft : in the firft times, all who heard 
the gofpel and believed it, did demonftrate thereupon a nor 
ble and uncommon gladnefs of heart. I proceed now 

II. To enquire, What it was in the chriftian doQrine, 
^hich muft more particularly be the caufe of this joy ? 

This difcovery will not be without its ufe, nor will it be 
very difficult : for we fliall have good ground to proceed 
upon, I mean the plain well-known fentiments of human 
nature. Every thing will not produce ^very thing : and we 
know very well, what kind of events or propolals will 
create fadnefs ; what will create joy and tranfport ; what 
will create only a lower fort of complacence, or fome em- 
ployment of the thoughts with little or no emotion at all. 
The fubjeft, as I confider it, will admit only of fuch a^-- 
guing, (and perhaps after all there is none more juft and 
fatisfying) as fupporU itfelf by a conftant appeal tp the 
fenfations of our own breaft. We muft put ourfelves ii^ 
the place of thofe primitive converts, and then try what 
part of the chriftian doQrine would have been capable, or 
would not have been capable, to affeS us in the manne^-. 
that they were aSfeaed. 

And firft, I think I may venture to fay. That what was^ 
thus prophefied of before, and propofed when the time 
came, as glad tidings ; what was accordingly receiv'd by 
theie perfons with fuch demonftrations of joy ; could not 
be, principally or properly, a lefture of ethicks, a fine let 
of moral precepts- For in the firft place, if this were the. 
cafe, how could the grand bleffing of chriftianity be in- 
troduced in fuch a folemn manner, as fomethihg entirely" 

^ new. 
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new, and unknown to mankind till then ; fomething that 
improved their condition, like ftepping at once out ofdark^ 
nefs into a marvellous light ?* And now could the impreflion. 
it made, be an impreflion of furprize, fuch as fudden joy 
fuppofes ? Wh^eas 'tis certain that moral rules, and fine 
fayings of that fort, were not wanting to the world before :• 
thofe who profefs to admire them chiefiy in the New Tef- 
tament, mull own they met them like wife in authors that 
liv'd before chriftanity ; and that witli fuch llrength and 
delicacy, that upon thofe authors they form'd the tafle, for 
gratifying which they value thefe parts of the New Teila- 
ment, 'Tis true, fome great rules of human life are dif- 
cover'd and adjufted in the gofpel, to a perfeftion not be- 
fore underftood : but upon the whole, what is adclitionai 
and new of this kind, in our Saviour's religion, was really 
too little, to be of itfelf the adequate caufe of the joy re- 
quir'd and (hewn in embracing that religion. 

I mean, it was fo, had good rules and laws been ever 
fo much a probable fubjefi of joy ta mankmd: but what 
if they were not ? The proper expreflion for what we feel- 
in reading a well-written treatife of morals, is, that we are 
pleas'd ; 'tis an entertainment of the underftanding : but 
then we are faid to be in joy, when we perceive fome 
more folid and real acceflion to happinefs. And if the 
very word joy will not fuit with the impreflions we re- 
ceive from the writings of Tully and Anjotle, much lefs 
can they, or any better thing as fuppofed of the fame na-^ 
ture with them, elevate the foul fo high, as is implied in 
the behaviour of the firft converts, who took joyfully the 
Jpoiling of their goods,* had all things common^\ and counted 
not their lives dear unto them^ fo they might finifh their courfe 
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ivtth tlie fame joy. I am almoft' afliam'd to pulli' the abfur- 
dity any farther, of thinking it poflible that the mere pre- 
ceptive moral part, could be thofe glad tidings, which de- 
fery'd and occafion*d fo much rejoicing : yet ^to render it 
ftill more inconfiftent, it mull be conGder'd, who thofe 
primitive converts were ? Not perfons of a contemplative 
difpofition, or philofophical education; not men capable 
of forming, and falling in love with ablbaft ideas of 
virtue, order and decorum : but plain people, who had no 
refin*d way of thinking, but which is much better, a ten- 
der and faithful confcience. It could never eater into' 
their minds to make virtue a theory, or to enjpy it in the 
fame manner as profpefts and plans, or the relations of 
lines and fuperficies ;#nor could they be in raptures for any 
new dlfcovery in this way. No, their concern about vir- 
tue and duty was quite of another nature; they knew , they 
liad tranfgreffed the plain rules of it, and were in danger 
of God's difpleafure : fo much a& they already under ftoqd, 
condemned them : fmall matter of joy therefore would it 
Have been to them, that the law was now raife^ to a ftiil 
more fpiritual fenfe, and to greater perfeftion. I^ad this- 
been all, or even the chief thing that they were encourag'd* 
to apprehend, nay liad not this enforcement* of the law' 
been plac'd" as it were in the rear of lome previous and 
feafonable mefcics, the greatnefs and inffuence ot which' 
made everything elfe delightful and feafibJe; intt^adf of 
any joy^ of theirs,Ve fiiould ratlier have read of the deepeft 
defpair, cohfiifion and dillrefs. 

It feems therefore pretty plain, that however the" p^e* 
cepts and laws of the gofpel are the pirt wKicb fome ip^^ 
afieft chiefly to admire, yet the firft profelytes could not 
direfltly and nakedly rejoice in thefe, but muft owe their 
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J6y t6 fometliing elfe firft. But tMt, youMl fay, may jbe 
pTefum'd to have been, the declaration of the certainty in 
general of a future ftate of rewards and punilhments. But 
neither will this appear a fufficiently probable caufe of fuch 
furprire, and fuch joy. The apoftles had indeed fome 
niew proofs, as well as jufter notions to give of a life to 
come ; but ftill it was a thing not unheard of even to the 
Gentiles ; and to the Jews, of whom chiefly the firft con- 
verts confifted, it was very familiar, it was what their 
ttvelve tribes injldntty ferving God day and nighty had conti- 
nual regard to.* A future date therefore in general, to 
argue as we did before, could not be tte new, the furprizing 
thing : and we may queftion whether it could be, fimply . 
in itfelf, matter of clear joy. For let us confider the con- 
dition of mankind, guilty, as I faid juft now, and ob- 
noxious to divine wrath : even the heathens had a con- 
fcience accujing, or elfe excufing thcni inwardly, but we may 
guefs which it did moft : arid the Jews had befides, a par- 
ticular ftrong idea of fin and > its demerit, kept up the 
ufe of their facrifices appointed for that very purpofe. 
Now in this fituation : however it might be a great and 
noble thought. That we are beings of an endlefs duration, 
who Qiall outlaft the prefent conftitution of the elenients, 
and lee thofe illuftrioiis fccnes which the Creator keeps in 
referve ; yet accountable creatures, who muft then ftanJ a 
trial, neither could nor ought to look upon thefe things in 
an abftrafted and fpectilative way, the perfonal concern 
arid fate ought to be fettled. And how well fhall we fup- 
pofe this could polfibly be fettled, upon the foot of their 
paft life, by the perfons we are now fpeaking of ? Surely 
not better- by the moft unblemifli'd of them, than very 
fiaihdy to hope the beft: which is far fliort of joy. Upon 
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tie whole, the mere affuring them of a life to come; cbul j • 
only have affefted them in much the fame manner, as Ja^ 
cob was affeQed upon the news of Efau's approach zauA 400 
men with him: here was an objefl: prefented to his thoughts, 
that might be call'd great and important, but not joyful ; 
for he did not know as yet, whether *twas a friend or an 
enemy was drawing towards him, but the latter much 
more likely. So that however the doftrine of a future 
ftate be indeed confirmed by the gofpel, yet confider'd ab- 
folutely, or as it was an article ot natural religion, it could 
not be thofe glad tidings we are in fearch of. In the order' 
of chriftianity, (for fure fuch an inftitution may be allow'4 
to have an order of its own) it does indeed make a part 
of that gracious propofal, which fo feiifibly rejoiced and 
comforted the firft hearers of it ; but yet fo, that when it 
contributed to this joy, a confirmation of the old belief of 
a future exlftence at large \yas the leaft of the cafe : it was 
attended with fpmething inuch greater, even a merciful 
and at prefent true, tho' according to their conduft, ftill 
alterable, ^determination of that exiftence to happinefs and 
gloryl upon their embracing the gofpel. Which determi- 
nation alfo was made, gnly in confequence of anothei[ 
grace or favor ; purely in and under which therefore, and 
not from that doftrine itfelf, it was' poffible for tliem ta 
conceive fuch a profpe& of the future ftate, as ftould bq 
joyful. 

We fee, that no branch of the chriftian doflrine yet 
mention 'd, can be fuppofed tp h^ve been the thing, that 
occafion'd fuch joy in fuch circumftances. Let us at laft 
fimply confult thofe very circumftances, to find out what it 
(hould indeed be. Mankind were finners: what therefore 
could they fo much want, what would they be fo glad of 
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its the forgivcnefs of fins? They efpecially of mintind^ 
Who chiefly gaVe ear to our Savioui' and his apoftles, wer« 
known to long for nothing more tlian fuch remiffiori, 
could it be obtained ; as indeed he, who knew where the 
great ftrength of his religion lay, and hoW it was capable 
of admiaiftering joy, always invited fuch to him. J We 
find alfo, that the main fubjeft of the firfl difcourfes of the 
apoftles, thofe very difcourfes upon hearing and crediting 
which, fuch converfrons, and that remarkable joy we took 
notice of, did prefently enfiXe, was the pardon of fms thro' 
yefus Chrijl. But we need do no /nore for afcertainifig thfs 
itiatterj than to keep clofe to the teft laid down, and alk; 
Whether in the nature of human fentiments, creatures 
guilty and obnoxious to punifhment, could upon any mef- 
fage from the Creator, other than his declared forgivenefi 
of their offences, find themfelves in fuch a condition as to 
f^joice ? Reconciliation, mere reconciliation to the great 
God, tho* the confequences of it be not fpecified, and 
much more if they be, may well be tidings of the higheft 
joy to us ; but without it, what can ? Without this, 'tis 
certain the firfl flep is not taken to relieve us ; however 
in it, perhaps all may be done that we need. And as this 
mercy was of fuch a kind as to be principally wanted, and 
nioft fenfibly welcome : fo before the preaching of the gof- 
jpel, nbt only the Gentiles, but the Jews themfelves re- 
hiainM in fufpence^^z/^ up unto iht enjoyment of this blef- 
fing by ihcfailh whickJJiould afterwards be revealed: which 
blelTmg was therefore kept fecret in a great meafure from 
them as to the manner of its accomplifhment, *till it fhould 
be unfolded and fatisfaftorily explain 'd ill the incarnation 
•f the Son of God. 

Thu^ 
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Thus at lengdi we have found out that, which made the 
Jailor, the Eunuch, and all the firft converts to rejoice ; 
which was capable of juftifying the title gofpel, or good 
news ; which therefore the apoftles with fuch complacence 
and alacrity convey'd to all the ends of the earth. It was 
principally, we may be pretty confident, the forgivenefs of 
fins ; promised indeed and affured in divers manners under 
the partrlarchal and jewifli difpenfations, but really, a£lu- 
ally, and in an ample n^anner granted fey the Word's being 
made flefti, and by what he did and fuffer'd for us under 
that manifeftation. This was the point which alone could, 
by the very nature of human paflions or fentiments, pro- 
duce tliat joy, which both in God*s defign and in the 
event, was join'd with the hearing of the chriftian doflrine. 
I may now go on 

III. and laftly^ To draw fome inference mgre immedi- 
ately from this lalt head. 

It niay perhaps feem not fo neceflary a matter, to entex 
upon any comparative confideration of the different parts 
of ouc holy Religion ; or fo much as to enquire what is the 
chief thing in it* But fince every inftitution muft in rea* 
, lity have fomething in it that is principal, more eflential 
and important than the reft ; the mind wjll of itfelf be 
fearching out for this, and will neceffarily confer the ho- 
nour and lay the ftrefs upon fome particular or other, per- 
haps fuch as will le^ft bear it. So that what will of courfe 
be done either well or ill, it concerns us to look to it that 
it be done well. Efpecially confidcring the confequencc 
of a miftake in this relpefi : it makes chriftianity quite ano- 
ther thing, and gives it a different colour and complexion 
throughout. Thus let buta man fancy that fome high-ftrain'd 
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prerogative of the qhurch an(^ church-men, nay o^ onp 
fin^Q See, is the firll and deareli point in chriftianity, and 
what e.^eft will- this have on the many much better trutlis, 
which Yet mull be brought to comport with it? I^et another 
take it for granted, that the divine decrees are what all the- 
ology fliouid open with, be deduced from, and ufe as the 
clue and rule to every thing elfe, and what an influence 
will it have ? To refer but to one inftance moi-e : and that, 
the grand error of the times, Some + have of late look'd 
upon that inculcation, which is made in the New Tefta- 
ment, of feveral duties of the law of nature^ as the great 
thing, or bufinefs of chriftianity: and very confiltently 
herewith, they have not only allowed the whole myftery 
of our Saviour's mediation with its fruits, but a fmall and 
mean place in their fcheme ; hut they have even claim*d 
the very tenu gofpel, which we thought above all worcjs 
did imply fome.new bleflings of , chriftianity, to this re- 
promulgation of ihe moral law ; This, fay they, is th^ gof- 
pel, and other things are exterior, accidental, and porperly 
no parts of it. 

i^nd as a miftake in the relative confideration of tlic 
feveral parts of the chriftian doftrine, is of fuch very ill 
confequence ; fo 'tis alfo almoft the only kind of miftake^ 
which we are liable to fall into. It is fcarce poflible for 
us in the main, either to imagine that fome things are con- 
tained in the New Teftament, which are not fo at all, or 
that others iire no ways contained in it, which plainly are : 
but in deciding between the particulars that do occur there^ 
which of themdeferves ourfirft and moreefpecial attention, 
which of them is the point that was intended to rule, and 
take in all the reft ; here it is that we judge amifs* And 
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we may do fo, even when we underlland well enough, 
fiiT^ly, tlie feveral particulars that are touch'd upon; for 
it may be (till as it were another light, that (hews us their 
due proportion and arrangement. Upon thefe accounts, 
I thitik it a queftion very fit to be confider'd of. What is 
inJc?:! the chief or principal thing in the chriftian reli- 
gion, taking it as a fyftem ? 

And I am in hopes, that what has now been obferv'd 
wiil be of fome ufe towards determining this. For thus we 
may argue. There was fomething in the chriftian doc- 
trine, which the firft hearers apprehended to be the chiefand 
moft eminent part of its contents, and this they were fuit- 
ably afFeftcd with : but the fentiment they expreffed upon 
the occafion, was joy, very great joy : now this, as we 
have (hewn, could arife from nothing elfe, but the remif- 
lion of fins: therefore remiflion of fins, was what they 
took to he the great point in that doftrifte. And we can- 
not doubt, but it was the very chief thing in chriftianity, 
that made in faft the greateft impreffion upon their minds ; 
they muft principally have felt, and been ftruck with that, 
what in it was principal : otherwife they would not have 
been afFefted with that religion, upon the whole, accord- 
ing to the true ftate of it ; and the apoftles likewife ought 
to have corrected them, if they had not taken proportion- 
able notice of the main particular in their doftrine, or had 
regarded and been touch'd with any thing elfe more than that. 
Thus for inftance, had the raifing the4)recepts of the gofpel 
to great perfeftion and exaftnefs been the purpofe which as 
God principallydefign'd to accomplifli in fending hisSon into 
the world ; but the mercy, grace and favor of that covenant 
been very fmall and narrow, as defign'd to have only an 
incidental place in the fyftem, and barely to ferve under 
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the fortner : in this cafe, I fay the apoftles would not haVfe 
fuffer'd their hearers to run fo much into joy; for care and 
fear would then from the very firft have been the proper 
tempers. But fince they and God alfo himfelf, did encou- 
rage joy in the embracing of chriftianity, tho* tempered 
afterwards with care and fear ; we may depend upon it^ 
that tho' the precepts too are included in their right place^ 
yet mercy and favor, in one word, forgivnefs is that which 
is uppermoft, and gives laws and being to every thing elfe 
in the chriftian fcheme. 

How advantageous a turn, charafler and cOnftitUtiori it 
will give to the whole frame of chriftianity, to make re^ 
miffion of fins the principal thing, may be expefted here 
to be fliewn, fince that has been recommended in the roonl 
of all other leading ideas. Now this I can do no better, 
and need do no farther, than fimply by faying : That hfere- 
by our holy religion will prove itfelf more emphatically 
a covenant of grace ; and furely there is fomethingih grace^ 
bounty or free love, that is particularly worthy of God^ 
and fitted to make very deep and noble impreffions on the 
ingenuous part of our nature. This indeed is but fpeaking 
in general: but nd more is required of me in the prefent 
argument. I am not obliged to account for the whole fub- 
fe^uent order and ftrufhire of the chriftian fcheme: it may 
nattirally be prefumed, that every thing will follow in the 
- very beft order, when the foundation or leading notion is 
once rightly laid. If we are deceived after this, and ftill 
take up with fomething wide of tnie chriftianity, as fome 
may poflibly have^done, it muft be by running away too haf« 
rily and crudely with that firft principle, applying it with 
fome ftrange corruption of heart ; or at Icaft not waiting, 
with due patience and impartiality, at the gate of fcripture 
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ind f icperience, till the genuine fyfteip of tbing$, Wth ill 
dpfir^bk ^tdjuftmcnt and CQnnexion, 4oes open and iiU 
cover itfclf, after it$ Own way of confcquence from the 
fame pripcjple. But^ ^$ J f^id, I ai^i not pblig'd now to 
* lpQk.fp far: f am pnly ^t^quiring, whi^t i$, howcyer, the 
tl^icf thipi in the chriftian doOrine: 4nd from one reafon^ 
the kind of affeftion that dofbrine was defign'd to ndfe, 
and did raifc in its firft profclytes, by means of its chief 
Cubjeft, I have concluded it to be tcmiflion of fins. To 
render it ilill more probable^ that tbi$ ifl indeed the ppint 
on which all turns, I will further add a few other cQnfider- . 
9^iqnh ^4 ^^^^ conclude; 

Arid in the Srft pjaee let ns refle£l on ivhat wai hinted 
. before, concerning the difcourfes of the apoftles in the 
bopk ^f A^s, wh^i f re^ regard ii th^re had to the preach- 
ing of forgiveneft* Th^y apply tbetofelves indeed fonje- 
t^mp^ to convince f)i?ir hearers of fin } and njof^ ftilj to fet 
forth the evidcnci? bp^lf Upnj the aftions of our Lord's life^ 
and from his refurreftjion^ that l^e Vf3» an authorized and 
fjui^cient Saviouir : but pne tn^y (ce that the refujt of all, i^ 
tp notify and proiclaim the falvation itfelf, the forgivnefs 
t3tf fins. M^pepi a^if pt b^ptizcfl tv^ry am a/you in the naroi 
^/JeftU Ipbrift, fax f/^c Rpnijion ofjnsj and ycjhall receive 
2^0 tip^ift (ffihf Holy Qhqfi:* is the clofe of one fern^on^ 
j^notber ends thns* To km $ive all the froph^s witncps^ thai 
thro' hU nam^ whofpepcr bdicvfth inhim,Jhall receive rejaijlfion 
i^jSnsA Another leaves this upon the hearer's minds, Be 
it inotun unto ym ther^ore^ itm aM brethren ^ that thro^ this 
fn^nif preached urfta yQt^ihfforgivenefs Cjfjns: and by hirn^ 
ajii t^q( bdi^e arejujttfyd fi^QV^ all things^ from which yt 
could no/i ifjnfiificdiy tfit IfiW (^ ^<if(^s*X Nay, they them^ 
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fdves declaim this to be ih6 proper 1>ufin^» and great 
truft of their apoftlefliip : All things are o/God^ wkoluUk 
reconciled us do him^lf by Je&is Cfartft, and hath given to us 
the ndaifiry ofreconciliation ; to wit, that God was in Chrxft, 
reconciling the toorld unto hirnfelf\ not imputing their irtf* 
pajjes utdo them, and 64^ (*tis faid again) comndtted tmio us 
the word efffecondliaiwn.W 

In the next place let it be remembeitd, what an idea the 
fcr^tm^ gives us of fm*, Very different from that of bur 
fnoral -wricersy who €o»fider iin tm man'^s part as a tran« 
£ent a£l, that has no fidrfiftence within us fartfaor than Hi 
and by our explicit oonmiiffions of it; ahd on God's part, 
as a thing very eafily overlooked aiid fot^vea by his in^ 
&u«e goodiiefs% Whei^eas the fcripture makes it to be a 
permanent flate^ a mantver of e'xiftence, and calls it fpiri«> 
tual Dea^ :^ and what that is, who can fay 7 or how mucb, 
and bow giieat things, a di^liverance from dns death by (br« 
giveneft, may imply and draw after it ? And then as to 
God's forgiving of fiA, we may obferve^ there is great di& 
ficoity made of it« It is the only thing that He, who dodi 
whatever he pleafei with eafe, is reprefetited as finding 
but with nmch ado ho^ to accompHih^ and put to afe ex* 
pttdients: bilitwfaen otice this is done, every other good 
gift StMi fTMi him without any farther deliberation or la- 
bour. ThttI 1 3011 ibre we ans led to think, particularly by 
ito do6rine of j»«diatii^n ; and who can fay, there was no 
deep^ caufe c^ thitigs appearing thus, than that they might 
fo appear td uA P 

Agaih, IH it be cdhfidered, That futute falvation itfelf, 
and til thb gtk^ti 0f the ehHfiiaii life, are acknowledged to 
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be virttially contain'd in, and owing to, the forgivenefs of 
iins and the adoption that attends it : all the difplays of 
God's love to us, and of his fanftifying fpirit in us ever 
after, are but the continuation or unfolding of that firil 
bleffing. Thus I fay it is granted to be, when baptifm, the 
channel of . remiflion, is acknowledged (as it always is) 
qualification enough for Heaven, to thofe who die upon it* 
The reafon is, becaufe as fm is no other than oW whole 
natural condition ; fo the remiflion of it is fuppofed to ad- 
mit us at once, to whatever fpiritual or eternal advantages 
do compofe the new fiate of chriftanity : as a man is com-^ 
pletely a member of another world, upon his foul's bet- 
ing loofed froni the body. We do not indeed know fo 
certainly, except in the cafe of -baptifm, when a man's fins 
*rc forgiven ; but if we did, we (hould always pronounce 
^f him, that then he enjoy 'd all the fullnefs of God's love^ 
and CAriJl's redemption.^ For what is {aid of the divine 
Jiindnefs, as ordaining fuch means of remiflion, is no lefs 
•true of it as applying the remiflion itfelfi fit that f pared 
jfdt his own Son, but delivered Mm upjor us aH, (and who 
,tbefreby hath forgiven usj hozvJhaUhe not with Aim^ (and 
;with forgivenefs once granted) freely give, us all things?* 
Whom hejujtified, or forgave, them he alfo glorified.f We 
^e apt to think, that therefore in effeft God forgives u^, 
that, we may ferve him in holinefs for iJxe future : hut tW 
this'hathits tiuth, yet the order of ; things li^^re (uppof(e<^ 
fometiracs (we fee) plaihly fails, as in pescfops dying pre- 
fently after Iraptifm ; "and 'tis univerfally ifaor6 jufl: to fay. 
That for this reafon God enables us to livd in hplinefs, be- 
caufe he before hath fo loved us, as to forgive and receive 
Us fpr hi§ children. In for|riving us therefore, , God in* 
*5:lude^ every thing elfe that can be 4oi|e for 41S) )ij/h?ther it 
j; pertain 

* Rom, vlii. 32, f |bid« vcrfc 30^ 
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pertain to the life of glory, or the life of grace : and as to 
the latter, if our time be prolpng'd in this world that we 
may become fubjefl:^ of it, perhaps all he need do, is but 
to feal and difcpver more and more to our hearts this fun*, 
damental mercy we have obtained, the pardon of fin : the 
loye and g^titude arifing from hence by tjie operation of 
the Holy Spirit, being indeed our whole |kn£lification or 
new life in its principle, which is only enlarged by various 
ways and occafions of ^xpreffmg this affeftion. * ^ 

I will add but one confideration more, tho' the greateft 
^f any : It was to purchafe remifliori of fins, that the Son 
pf God did, offer himfelf upon the crofs, did fuffer death. 
His whole incarnjite ceconomy throughout, was the moft 
yronderful of all the divide councels an^ undertakings ; and 
the moft important jftep of that ceconomy, which he him-r 
felf fpeaks fp much of beforehand, and on which his apoA 
ties make our fal vation more peculiarly to depend and ioU 
low, was direflly addrefs'd to the procuring of this benefit ; 
which benefit therefore may be prefum'd to hold the famo 
rank among the advantages of redenoption, as its caiffe, the 
death of Chrift^ did among the means. But why do I ar^ 
gue from the momentous appearance of that great eveiit, our 
Saviour's death, to the importance of that which was pur^ 
chafed by it, remiffion of fins ; when the perfons I have 
all along been oppofing, are as far from owning the one 
as the Qther ? Ajs God'^ forgivenefs is with thetn a little 
thing, that has nothing more extraordinary in it than that 
has which is the fole meafure of it, our own bare forrow 
for our faults and better pradice afterwards ; {o the death 
^ijfefus Chrijl^ is look'd upon by them, as a thing at moft 
only fymbolical, popularly apply'd for our moral inftruc-. 
tlQfli notwithfending all th^ expreffions which afcribe a 
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true and real efficacy to it. Bat then (hould not this oblige 
us, who believe highcv things of the facrifice of Chrifi'^ 
death, to find out fome very worthy and adequate ufe, 
office auid exertion for that facrifi^ ; or in other words, to 
regard ^t, wherein it is- generally confeSed to be exerted, 
as a more confiderable point in the frame of chriiBanity, 
and which may more juftly be fuppos'd to involve and mo« 
dify all the reft, than we (hould otherwife imagine? My 
reaibn for it is this, The cfkSk and caufe mufi be piopor* 
tionable to each other, and our opinion of both muft rife 
and fell together. It was a refervedhefs among divines at 
one time, with regard to- the effefts of our Saviour's deadr 
and atonement, fuch as jvftifica^n by &tth only; and 
peace of heart thereupon ; whereby in the ifloe, Ao^ not in 
^ir int^uion, they di£soorag^d, together vh^ what was 
weak or wicked, aU zeal orft^e^uency of expreffioa on thofe 
lubjefls ; this» I fay, gave occafioa to f^bfse at teng^ to 
treat his death itfetf aswh&t might almoft as w^teivebeeit 
fpared: from whence ¥ie mvf learn, how we muft pra- 
cced, if we would cAtOROally diftfeiti' the doftrinrof our 
Saviour's attovtement ; we nni^ aflert and msonteM; that 
very great things ^ve been dono' by t^t atonement, feme 
very rca)^ and)wetgbty benefit obtained thefe^ to th^ thae 
believe. Otherwife, to &y hi^ thmg^^ o£ qwr' Saviour^ 
performance, and not at the (kme time to> be ready tO'fheiyy 
£nce ths^ muft naturaiiy be' expected',, in bow truiy Mgb 
andimporttim a-refpoi^ we^aiv aSuail<y the biet^ fbr if; 
will bea&italiimumfiAency; 

"VHShatJmuft.fbllwvftom^tho -whole; b^ w«y of concKr-^ 
0oa oc application,, is^vious | and I wilt give i# m flkurt.' 

Thatwe&)idd?not» afta? t» bring' dbwtevcdfed«Mu 
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gion, to the meafures of natural ^eligiow; nor evin takp H 
for gi'anted, that thstt alwayjs tnoftdeftrves our care, efteen^ 
jind regard in the fonper, which is ppmmon to it with the 
latter. Jnde^d a particular earneftnefs on this fide has been 
f^xpedient, and may be agatin, when any ei^ceffei of mif- 
infomi'd zealots Aall per\'^ei^ the pfain rules of good an4 
evil : but othenvife, and in general, 'tis certain, that what- 
ever things there are in our religion, which ar6 parts of 
the commoil religion of reafon or nature, qan never b^ 
loft or fupprefs*d : but What it has of its own, may, and is 
naturally in danger fp to be. Rather thierefore, if thegofpet 
does contain jmy thing peculiar, let Us refolve to try what 
falutary virtue there rtiay be in thi^ peculiarity j for cer- 
^inly it was npt added in vain. 

Particularly, Let us look well iftto ihe mediatopsfl 
fchem^ I in which ar^ kid all the tredfutts of wifdtm dnd 
hndwhdge. And fince remiffion of fins is reprcfent^d, as thfc 
more fpecial and eminent blefling derived to us from the 
Mediator; let us fee, if Wesfre duly 4(iqU4irit^d with its greaft 
value, poweir and extent. The mpft defirabl^ proof of 
which will be, if we, lik6 tjie ancient believers, enjoy at^ 
inward pe^ce and confidence toward^ God iii the fehfe 
of that repiifJioh ; ai peace, as they defcribp it, xoh}chpaJ]e^ 
all underfldtiJingp 

But if this may feerii tpo particular and confined, let us, 
in fomc; paart of f efpeft, or other, (thp* none, I think, will 
be found capable of this effeft, but the doSrine of |-emif- 
lionj b^ fill6d however, by the word of the gofpe'l, with a 
SLVintjoyiribdUving: a joy, whof^ praife and valiie in the 
cdurfe of 6\it lives, wilj riot fo much be, that itt can fome* 
tittles i^tove its grtiaithe(s by raptures and tranfporW, as that 
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it implies, when there appears lefs of thefe, a clear ftrong 
^md uniform kind of confcioufnefs notwithflanding, of our 
being unfpeakably happy thro* the grace of the gofpel, and 
redeem *d from the manifold miferies of a finful ftate. To 
feel more or lefs this effeft in general, I mean joy, is 
plainly incumbent on us, if the gofpel be the fame now, as 
It was in the begining ; and if we alfo are to be raov'd and 
to aft by Ihe real and proper principles of chriftianity ; 
(for I fpeak nothing here of fuch religion, oblation and 
virtue, as fubfifts upon other reafons and views.) If there- 
fore we ar^ fenfible of no fuch impreflions from the New 
Teftament, but can read or hear it with the fame coolnefs 
and indifference as a piece of philofophy ; I don't know 
how we can prove toourfelves, that we apprehend it, Idon't 
fay worthily, but even fo much as in the right fenfe ; for 
the right fenfe and view, feems to be connefted with great 
joy : the thing itfelf is of fu^h a nature. Behold, fays the 
Angel, I bring you good tidings of great joy ^ which Jhail be to 
all people, iVnd yet 1 appeal to. experience, whether this 
be not a very common cafe, to be able to read the New 
Xeftament with approbation more or lefs of the judgment 
and underftanding ; nay, perhaps with reverent imprefli- 
ons of heart, with fome concern and devotion; and yet not 
properly with joy, but rather a fecret uneafinefs and dejec- 
tion. Nor do I fee how a fincere perfori, when he reflefls 
upon this, can do otherwife than wonder, what ftiould be 
the caufe of it : why the gofpel, which was conceived to 
be fo comfortable a thing at the firft preaching of it, fliould 
be to him heavy and foreign in fome parts of it, painful 
and difcouraging in others, and upon the whole affording 
more of check than comfprt ? The true caufe certainly 
lies here : That chriftianity was intended to be, and ac- 
cordingly was underftood by the firft hearers of it, undejr 
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a different turn an4 view ; and with fuch an order witlim 
itfelf, as made it appear to them a difpenfation ftill fuller 
of a marvellous and efFeftual kindnefs, bounty and conde- 
fcenfion, than it commonly does to us. 

Could we conceive things in this true flate, and genuine 
connexion of them, (whatever that, in the whole of it, bej 
we may well fuppofe, there would be no need of thofe 
jealoufies and fufpicions, which ufually and with fome 
reafon arife in us, when grace or faith, when joy or feel- 
ing are meation'd. Salvation by grace would then be per- 
k&ly rational, fure of the heft eflfefts, and felf-guarded 
from all abufes. Indeed, Why (hould we be afraid to have 
our obedience flow more immediately from gratitude: 
while at the fame time, and by the fame gofpel, the obliga- 
tions of hope and fear lie upon us too, and are. in as full 
force as ever? Gratitude is a very ftrong principle, fuch 
as carries with it a rcadinefs and diligence in the perform- 
ance of our whole duty : and if the mercy we are thankful 
for, be no lefs than fuch ajfatc offalvation and acceptance with 
God already, that we can pray for nothing more, and intend 
nothing more by our good aftions, than to continue in the. 
fame unto our life*send,X (which indeed we fliall by no means 
do, without the praftice of all good aftionsj our obedi- 
ence will be generous, and as near as need be to difinter- 
efted. And if it was in and under the remiflion of fins, 
that we were admitted to all this, and therefore the cha- 
rafter of pardon'd fmners is to be a {landing one, and the 
affeftions that belong to it, perpetual in us; this will, 
above all things, preferve us in fuch an humility, as can- 
not otherwife be fo much as. conceived. To fay nothing of 
>vhat one may call, in a particular manner, our love of 

Chrift; 
^ CfMirch^Catechifm. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C »38 J 

Pirijl: which St.Pdetketat to fpeak of :• I mean, th?t he 
being the author of all this grace to us, and therefore th^ 
objcft of fuch continaa} reliance, contemplation, and re- 
inembrance, this muft needs create in us a Kind of perfonal 
^ffe^ion towards him our great benefaftor, fuch as will a- 
gain render all our ferviceof, and regards to him in a chrif- 
tian life, the more fcnfible and lively. So innocent, an4 
free from any but good tendencies, is that tenor and flate 
pf things bet\Ycen God and us, implied by grace. As inno- 
cent is that temper of mind, for which we are forced to ufe 
words, which might feem to itiake it a mere heat, or bu(inef$ 
of paflion 2 but the joy we meari, is in tnrth fuch, that it 
can have no wild or improper confe<iuefices. For whatever 
degree of it a befievcr thus feels upon 9 right apprehenfion 
of things, it will never raife hun above prudence and fobri- 
ety, above civil duty or decency, biit only above vice and 
all th^t is bafe a^d uttWprthy : tirtr Will it be to him inftead 
of a good life, })Ut a moft powerful inftrunierit to aflill him 
in fuch a Kfe. In fhort, it will be as widely diftinguiflfi'd 
from enthufiafm in its fruits, as it Wa^ in its rife; for this 
latter always errs againfl the plan and balance of chriftia- 
iiity, before it commits other errors. To conclude,^o re- 
joice rightly, With a confidence arid a loiylinefs of mind 
entirely reconclleabie*, is indeed a great thing : whetlier we 
derive theciccafion of it from the terms of that falvation, 
\\'hich in* the event was jJtirchafed for us ; or whether we 
call to mind the more immediate intention of my text, a$ 
well at the duty of this feafon, by ackrioivledgmg in an efr 
peeial manner that Fountain df fb maiiy mercies, and dawn 
of joy to p/oor mankirrd, ihe'tFord'sbeirigTnadeJleJk, and 
being bom of a virgiA ; 'C^MreVy lie both hdnour'd and 
fayed our frhil natur€^ which he atfiittfd, afidblefs'd us with 
his pfefence, by tabernacling among us. 
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THE REASONABLENESS AND EXTENT OF 
REUGIOUS REVERENCE. 
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PREACHBD AT THE 



Brethren*s Chapel, in Fetter-Lane, London^ 

On the Afternoon of the Fast-Day, Feb. 6, 
1756. 



<t If ever tny Good is done in the Societies of Chriftendom» Men mull 
■* once more become attcntivcy reverent, and have fomething of Dc-i 
«< votion : for at prefent, they are too much relaxed." 
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R M ON 



#RBACHSD AT THE 



Brehren's Chapel^ in FcttcT-L^xxc, London^ . 



PSAL. CXIV. 7. 

TfrembU thou Earthy at the Prefencc of the Lord! 



. X HEJSE words fqllow after a repetition of their folemii 
circumftaqc^s, which accotppanied the paflage of the j^ 
raelites out oi ,£gyptf.2Lud the giving of the law at mount 
Sinai* • ' -• f. • . : ■ ?' ' . ■ 

They may be conftrued eitlier as an epiphonema of the 
Pfalmift addrefs'd to the material earth; and anfwering his 
awn queftions juft before, What aikd-^tket^O thoufeaf^^^ye 
rno^ntainjil^.^e f^ls! as if hfe bj^d faid; "Thy fliakihg fojre- 
." jinarkably «^t tba^ tiip^: P. cacthjmiay indecd.wcU. be tzr- 
^^ counted fori it was a^ theprefencc of the Lord; hishani 

*' was 
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*• was there:" And thus they contain an affertion, who is 
author of firriiquakrs and other inteiefting phaenomena 
here below. Or clfe they may be taken as an exhortation 
to ttj, the tnkMhitarUs of the earth: " Since the Lord is fo 
•• great in power, and in all rcfpefts fo excellent ; let aho- 
*• ly (huddering, at kaft a becoming awe, come over your 
*• fpirits, Otften, whenyeconfiderwith whom ye haveto 
" do,** And ihu^ they will inculcate a frame of mind fo 
very ricceffary, that the abfence or decay thereof happen- 
ing in any age, muft indicate, worie than all other totter* 
ings, that \h^ foundations of the earth are out ofcourfe^ 

We will take the Text in both fenfes. 

I» As an addrefs to the \\w f k\id tetrih. 

So conftrued, the woods will aflert. That God is the 
proper author of earthquakes and fuch like important phe« 
nomena* What they dir;eaiy affirm, is iwdeed no more 
than this, that one grand (baking of the earth was to be af* 
cribed to Him : that, I fay, at the opening of their difpen« 
fation, the Jews could remember at mount Sinai a trem- 
bling and concufGon of the foKd mafs^ yrliich was undeni- 
ably praetematural and diving. Mor is it unworthy of no- 
tice, that the chriftian difpenfetion, even in Siis kind, was 
ufhered in with an equal folemnity :-for the (hock was re- 
peated at mount Calvary^ the earth then did quake^ and the 
rocks rwi/.t 

Here it may be replied, "What inference would ycm 
** draw ? thefe were always look'd upon as fingle and un- 
'* common in(la^ces ; they were miracles*'* This h readily 

allowed: 

♦ PfaU Ixxxxi, ^i f Matt. xxvlL $u 
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ailow'd : buj weaflferm, they were fuch fingle infta^nces^ a3l 
by dieir peculiar evidence were intended tQ ferve for a key 
tQatboufandother$ lefs clear: fuch uncomnjow events, as^ 
were defign'd to explain what is called the cdmn^f^ courfe 
of thmg^. For of p^iracles in general, and partiqul^rly 
thofe in the hiftory of Exodus^ it has been very juftly re- 
markedi that they were calculated on purpofe to clam un- 
to God that continual and regular agency, which he has in 
the elementary motions and fublunary events ; and which^ 
becaufe it doth happen daily, and proceeds in a gentle and 
(if Imay fo fayj modeft manner, is apt, wiihout fuch rdufc 
ing vindications, to be argued quite away by atheifts. 

For, however common it is on the tongue^ atheifm it 
inuft ever be to dare to term any effeft or occurrence mtu^ 
ral^ with the intention to deny thereby that it is divine^ or 
to exclude God entirely otjtof it. Which is, at the fame 
time, moft extremely abfurd : for muft not the great Ar- 
chiteft necefTarily prefide ftill over, and direft every wheel 
of his own machine ? HtdotK if we will believe the fcrip- 
ture, whatfoever pUafeth hiniy in heaven ind in earthy and in 
thefea, and in all deep places J^ He gives corn, and wine, 
and oil.t It is he alfo that fends famine, fword, peflilence ; 
and determines the operations of tbefe bis mefTengers. One 
time (f«^ys the Bible) an epidemic diftemper raged ; and that 
no man hereafter, on fuch occafions, might look alone to 
tioxious qualities in the air, or the like, the yeil was for 
once drawn afide, and prefented to open view the dellroy- 
ing Angel of the moft High.J This is the fcripture-ac- 
coiint of Qccur^Qces her^ below* 

. N^kber let any r^afoner flattqr himfelf, that tliis is a fyf- 

tern 

* Pfal, 6XXXV, 6. -f Hoflx. ii. ft. % 2 Sam. xxiv. 17. 
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tern only for thofe who believe a Bible. It is impoflible to 
conceive any religion at all, even exclufive of revelation ; 
that is, in other words, to conceive any truft, comfortable 
refignatien^ repentance, or gratitude towards the Deity, a- 
dapted to the fucceflive fcenes of human life ; upon any- 
other foundation. For what a dreary void are we left in, 
what a fullen and total fufpenceofall thofe fweeteft emotions 
of the foul towards its Maker, (which are to it, what refpi- 
ration or drawing breath is to the body) the moment the 
leaft exception is hut imagined from the general rule, that 
•* the finger of God is in all things !" As, on the one hand, 
with refpeft to fuch an excepted inftance, there would be 
no intelligent and gracious being for us properly to ho- 
nour, love, and truft in, tofupplicate or thank, in /Aj/ event : 
fo, on the other, if but fome things, were they ever fo few, 
did thus come to pafs without Him, more might ; and then, 
to make fhort work, why not all ? and fo we are withoiU 
Cod in the world. 

If any one could Warrant, that this melancholy iffuei in 
praflice (hall not follow, and if we could be affured that 
the Almighty ftiall every where be acknowledged as cpn- 
cern'd in fome manner or other ; be it as afting by a pure 
immediate po'weT, or, for purpofes of favoror chaftifement, 
overruling the Sihcady fettled caujes, frellraining fecretly 
-bere, impelling and guiding the aim there, tho' fortietimes 
perhaps barely approving the fpontaneous courfe) we might 
with more patience fufFer men to abound each in his ow*i 
phllofophy, to delineate the mechanical rife and procefs 
of earthquakes, as they trace up every other accideht, turn 
or emergence, to fome ingenious if not true fpring. For, 
as to the refult, each of the ahove-mention*d fuppolitions 
are much the fame. Altho' we mull declare, that the (hort« 

eft. 
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fcft, and withal moft whoUfome way of thinking, Will al- 
ways be, with the wife vulgar, without refinement or en- 
quiring how? ^mply to fay, " All things art God's <foi;?g/'* 

*Tis through this glafs a faithful Jaa ot Chriftian views 
all that happens in the world. The Jfcw muft think the 
fame of every fubfequent earthquake, as of that at mount 
Sinai: namely, that the earth each \!\mt trembles at thepre^ 
fence of the Lord: and the chriftian cannot but think, not 
oiily that the concuflion during the fc^ne oh ihoimt Ca/« 
vary had a facred reference to his incarnate fuffering God^ 
as being a reproof to the world for its infenfibility of the 
great evil of^«, and of the awful tho' gracious price then 
paid for its remiflion } but that every folemn warning of 
the like kind fmce, comes from the fame hand, and has 
fome, yea and the very fame meaning. And then an im- 
partial felf-examination will prefently follow, together 
with all the wife and happy fruits of fuch exercife of heart* 

But this leads to the 

lid. Senfe, wherein the words may Jbe taken : namely, as 
an exhortation to us^ the inhabitants of the earth, to trem* 
ble, in heart and fpirit, before the Lordi 

The prefent junflure is a leafon, when thiis frame of 
foul, arid indeed a particular earneftnefs therein, has been 
recommended to us moreover by the higheft human autho« 
rity ; as it had, furely, been called for loudly enough by 
our late and prefent circumftances. Firft an earthquake^ 
(which, we have fhewn, is always to be looked upon as 
coming from God's own hand) an earthquake, tinufual in 
its extent and in fome appendages of its (hockSi fo that it 
L put 
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puim mmind ofttiaft tim^ when tk^ dements Jhall m^ 
xbith fervent heat ;* a conciuffion, which only gently (baking 
oar land in fome parti, h^ Wrought its devaftation however 
in a realm at no great diftance : this (I (ay) lately happen- 
ing, folcmnly called tipon us, both to thank our good 
God for his merciful reprieve, and to implore lus farther 
long-fuffering, yea his entire forgivenefs of our offences ; 
and that, at the fame time, his converting and reforming grace 
might duly qualify \x% to obtain this. 

As urgent a call for humble and ferlous application to 
{he throne of grace, is the war we are in profpeft of. This 
is alfo a Tcourge of God, the fupreme management ot 
which He reCerves in his own hands, leaving it but in part 
to be wielded by men. To be forced to recur to this (harp 
means, (for a nation fometimes cannot avoid it) is always 
unple^fani: and to try to remove firft, by true repentance, 

'whatever might poflibly become a curfe or impediment to 
our endeavours, is much more expedient and becoming, 
than gay, boaftful and prefumptuous expreflions. It is na 
impeachment tp our courage, along with military prepara^ 
tlons, to make enquiry how wc (land in oiir covenant to- 
wards God. This therefore we are by authority admo- 
ni(h*d to do on this day ; to confefs our manifold fins and 

^demerits y to intreat the Lord, that He would here notwith- 
ftandingefpoufe out juft caufe, put a (lop to theinvafions 
of our enemies, and fecure and proteft his Majefty's realm* 

^and dominions, and the lives and properties of his fubjefls. 

' The great eft part, if hot all, in this place afTembled, are, 
I hope, not now to learn or acquire a deep and ferious re- 
^peft for the Divine Being: as they are alfo not now to 

begio 
• % Pet, iii. vOt 



Digitized by 



Google 



X M7 1 

begin feding a good-will and fymjadiy for their couniryt 
the fiatc of mind is ahready habitual to them. And fo net* 
ther my text, nor the enjoined meditations of the day, caa 
have any new or unacciiftomed operation in their cafe» 
Tho' both will fuggeft to them an employment, for that 
very reafoo, the more welcomt. Thefe muft, (becaufeth^f 
To well can, becaufe their heart teaches them no otlier 
Jeffonj fmcercly obferve this day in conjun&ion with all 
their fellow-fubje&s : they muft feel tlic diftrefs, lay t(> 
heart the intereft, and concur in the fupplicationsofthe 
land they live in ; they muft fpend the day (as, I make no 
. doubt, they have fpent the paft hours of it,} btjon iheLord^ 
in a fpirit of private ielf examination and penitence, at 
well as ot public charity, " to the obtaining the pardoii 
*• of our crying fins, to the averting of his judgements, and 
*• for the' continuance of his mercy, in the fupport of the 
** proteftant religion and our liberties, in the profperity of 
** our country, and in the welfare of our moft graciouf 
V Sovereign and the royal fjMnily/' 

But it is alfo to be endeavoured, fuppofed and hoped^ 
that on this day, in all parts of the nation, many a tkmigfiU 
l^s peiibn, fcarce ever feriot» before in his lifit-time, %» 
larmed by the la^ and prefent threainingappearances^ may 
feel an umoonted religious awe come over htm ; and be, by 
this occafion at leaft, brou^ to his^ibbcr fenfes, to be no 
more a giddy delinquent from the duty and general fpirit 
^f theuniverfe 

I fay, die gpurd fpirit. For, (we muft not forget it) 

an awful impieflion of G^d is what alike pervades the in* 

(ioifibk t^rth under our fasc^ and the moft intelligent wor« 

Slipping Seraph over our head. They both tremble^ or 

JLa ftand 
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dbuiA aijafty ai the prefence of the great God. Shall not we, 
'intermediate beings, do the fame? h is indeed a ftate of 
foul, which, from the tenor of fcripture and the nature of 
thingi, is,whcn rightly defined, of ufdvcrfal zndperpetnaioh" 
ligation : And therefore we will confider it more particu* 
hrly. But firft we will remove what may, now under the 
New Teftament, very well be feparated from the idea of the 
Pfalmift and other Old Teftament writers on this head, 
(I fay, fftay be fo : for in hGt there are thoufands of minds 
flill, upon whom the Gofpel improvement does not take 
place : and thefe muft be overawed in the way that they by 
their fpiritual condition are capable of, until they become 
fufceptive of a better. But if .we {hall defcribe how at pre* 
fentit may, yea oughi to be J 

ift. The fmpreffion need not, oixght not, to be only 
or chiefly occafioned by divine chaftifements. We have 
indeed fliewn, that every calamity of the earth is to be^on- 
fidered as God*s a£l, a judgment of his; and therefore thertf 
can be no impropriety in learning awe at that fchool, if a 
man has not learnt it before : yea, in bowing and paying 
homage lb long, when be will perhaps do it no longer, 
JVhen thy judgvunts are in the earthy the inhahitants of the 
world will learn righieou/nefs.* All I woald fay, is, there 
are Hill better ^ an(l thofe permanent reafonSi for being in 
this fituation of foul before God. 

2dly, As to Its nature,- it need not, ought not, to bea 
fervile awe. By fervile, we mean fuch, where a man can- 
hot believe God to be his frieftd, but apprehends rather 
ihat all his motions are motions of enmity and wrath feek- 
ing utterly to devour him; and confequently, ftrives to 

pkafe 
* Ihiuh XXVI 9f, 
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plc^fe him more thro' neceffity than liking. This feemi 
to have been, for the moft part, fte ftate of mankind under 
the Old Teftament : and is ftill the fiate of thofe who in-' 
temally ftand on no other bottom. But under the New 
Teftament, where an all-fufficient Sacrifice has been made, 
and the joyful and real reconciliation of man with God 
through the blood of Chrift is laid as the foundation; it 
muft be confefe'd, that that ancient ^^r ofGodisdubi- 
oufly fpoken of, and with hut a half-approbation. There 

U no fear in Love ; but perfeil love cajietk out f ear ^ are 

|he exprefs words af St. jfohn,* 

In the mean while, tho' fomething in the ancient ftate 
of mind is manifeflly rejefted here ; it is as certain on the 
ether hand, that fome other part of it (or elfe fomething 
analogous thereto) is for ever to continue. Thereistobe ' 
a profound regard^ an qffeSionate and filial fear. And 
this impreiBon» (even (Uppofing the former alarming mo^ 
lives, unexpiaied guilt, diftruft, ^nd fearful looking for of 
judgment^ to be ever fo entirely fet afide,) foay ftill be, 
upon^ery diffident confiderations, (oXrvXy overpowering^ 
that it might be called not improperly, in the Pfalmift's . 
language, trembling. That word however, it muft be con- 
fefs*d, carries rather a harih found ; the Apoftle furnifhes 
us with another! reverence dX leaft, deep religious reve- 
rence, we muft ftiH term it ; and fo we fhall term it in the 
remainder of our difcourfe : Let us, faith the epiftle to the 
Hebrews^ have grace, whereby we may ferve God actepiably 
with REVERENCE.^ . 

The too general dcqiy of this religious reverence, is th^ 
^oft threatning and ruinous fymptom of our times* Happy 

L 3 fliould 
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fhonM I be, could I contribute in tbe lead towards re^ 
cftablifhing it among men 1 I muft however bear my tcfti- 
mony. For a gay negligence «bout all that caya be espied 
t$0%P^ip or pitty^ and a hardy prcfumpUon in theory, have 
been cherifhcd fo long among us, (as being, what indeed 
they are, an effeftual purging off of fuperftition ;) and the 
Terence between our$ and all former ages, is fo flagrant 
and obvious in this particular ; that one or another may b^ 
in dangej of lopking upon it as a fign perhaps how much 
we ftand on the Ihoulders of our forefathers, if it be ncJ^, 
feafonabiy fuggefted fome times, that it is gather a fign, 
pf our being grown pygmies eyen in point of humian fenfe 
spid underilanding, 

Let u^ heav a thinker of elder times, the ven^rabk ^i^tbor 
pf th^ JVhalt Duty qfMan, •* A feventh duty ti> Qod (fays 
^* he} i^ honour, that is, th|5 paying Him fuch a revcr 
•* rence and refp^S, ^s b^ongs to fo great a MiU^fty '• And 
*• this is either inward or bfttward* The inwiaxl, is the 
V exalting him in our feearts, having always the higheft 
" and moft e^oelleiU efte^m of Him^ Jh^ oufcwtfd, is the 
** manifefting ^nd (hewing forth tba$ inwardl; and that is 
•' the fir ft gmemliR the whqle courfe qf ovir lives, the liv. 
•• ing like men that do indeed carry that high efteem ol 
" God.*'....*' But (proceeds he) befides this Jeneral way ol 
** honouring God, there are many particular aQs by w&ic^ 
" w^ may hon«;mf Jlim, and thef<^ ^ki aire fivers, f^cc^pdinip 
" to the (everal particuka-s sJ^out which they are exerci£ed; 
*^ For we are to pay this honour not x>n\)f tO lw>fi$lf, bu| 
** alfo by a due eftimation and account of all thofe things 
** that nearly relate or belong to JrLim. Thefe are efpeci^Hy 
1* fix : firjl^ his Houfe ; ficondly^ his revenue or wicorae^ 
*! i^^ \ may fay :) thirdly, hi$ day ; fourthly^ his word ; 
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^ffthfy^ his facraments ; ^nijxtkly^ his name : and every 
" one of thefe is to h^vie fome dcgT^t of our reverence 
" and efteem."* / 

I hopjB no one will find faplt with this defcription of re^ 
Hgious reverence, as if it were too complicated. To hon*^ 
our God, IS indeed to honour almoft all things. It is, to 
)be ftruck with veneration for innumierable objcfls ; fome- 
times for one fo fmall that a thoufand eyes overlook it, if 
}t does but conneft with Him ; tho' at the fame time fetting 
the greateft at defiance, that is contrary to Him. For the 
pbjeft, (as this author well obferves itj 16 not only, tho* 
principally, that great and good being under a kind of 
what we might call perfon^l confideration ; but include3 
rffo (out pf a refleftion that they are kis^ from or for Him) 
liiany tranfaftions paft, prefent, and to come, many out- 
ward circumftances, ^d many notions of the mind. To be 
more particular; we cannot but take in, alpng with his amia- 
ble Self, the a&s and appointments of his providence ; efpe- 
(cially fuch more important dealings of his with mankind, a$ 
Jiehimfelf lays the greateft ftrefs upon, and feems to recomr 
mend as his mailer-piece ; any infiittUed mtmonals of thef^ 
important dealings ;^ laftly, thofe moral fentiments^ or rules 
oi thinking and aflting, which have been dtfcovercd in 
Jlim, and which we, morp or l^fs, havp l^rnt pi- oughl 
tP learn frpm Him, 

An this, ppt tog;ether, makes up that grand pifture, 
which, thro' all its ftrokes, muft for ever engage our at- 
tention. But, (which is well tp be remark'dj this pifture 
muft not only like others amufe and pleafi?, but command 
iJid bind. For 'tis not fOme common paffive portrait, but 

L 4 -a 
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1 highly livlng^nc, before which we rather, and our whole 
t>eing, are paffive. Tis one that can look at us, yea look 
lu thro'andthro'; fufficient to aba(h, and keep us bluihing, at 
our bell eftate; produfUve not only of deference and tender 
fidelity toward^ our pbje6l, wi^ an impatience after nearer 
approaches to it, but withal of fpme chagrin always and 
(liflatisfa£Uon at our own felyes, yea a pungent and mvl-^ 
itigntA felf 'Contempt. 

Thefe are all ingredients in what we call religious reve- 
rence ; (he that ({ueftions it, may try whether he can con- 
ceive fuch a thing without including eyery one of them ?} 
And we afBnn,man is bom to pafs his days in this difppfition: 
be was both created and redeemed^ to feel reverence. Doe$ 
^y one account this obligation a hard lot ? there is one, 
and but one way of evading it ! let him declare at once, 
fhat he is no thinking being! For, as long as we pre? 
tend to think and refleiEl, there is po excufing ourfelves 
from it. This will appear, if we review, eyer fo little, 
the abundant Matter for this afie6^ion indifppnfably ari- 
sing from the two now-mentioned great works of God, 
creatipn and redemption* By occafion of which works^ 
we have indeed learnt all that we know of Him ; and 
each of them has alfo placecl man in a certain fyftema« 
tical condition towards God : and confequently, we ca];i» 
not better range the reverential affeSions^ which roan is 
called to, (regarding pbjefls put pf all thq feveral clqffes 
already-hinted) than under thefe Two heads. I will there« 
fore very briefly, inftancing but in a few particulars out 
of many, (hew, what holy reverence the contemplation 
f)f creation, and the contemplation of Redemption do in* 
culcate. . . I ..* 
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Firjl, As foon as we open our eyes upon the natural 
world, what do we fee in general, but one majeftic temple, 
full of the invifible mind himfelf ? full of nothing but good 
and worthy movements and tranfaftions, unlefs we (for 
none but tz/tf have that faculty j will add trifling, ludicrous 
and abfurd ones ? In this temple, man ought to be the 
conftant worfhipper. The creation is fufEciently confidered 
in our days as a fubjeft for fcrutiny, for nice experiments 
and difquilitions ; and thofe perhaps well intended, to in* 
duce veneration towards the author : but after allj the 
beft, moft extenfive and pra£lical veneration is what is 
occafion'd by the piatn and Jirji face of things, as they 
prefent themfelves to the peafent, or to a child, who*ha$ 
not learnt to be profane, and barely thinks in the grofs, 
•^ God made all this world ! God gave all thefe good c^fea-' 
tures!" The former way produces panegyricks upoo 
God's art ; but this produces folid worfliip. 

We laugh perhaps at an old woman, who fays to her 
grand-child, "Bon't throw your bread on the ground ; it 
** is a fin to wafte bread!'* yet this is an oracular faying, 
fit for the largeft mortal underfianding. Why I will a 
pert objeftor fay, what is then the mighty purcbafe of a bit 
of bread ? Poor novice ! thou fuppofeft, the value is only 
the few pence that it commonly cofts. But there is ano« 
ther manner of calculating ; bread is a creature of God, 
prepared by his fun and rain, blefs'd by Him for human 
ufe, and has fomething fo peculiar and immediately divine 
in it, that fhould it fail, man could never create anyjiic* 
cedaneum that fliould be like it in its kind. And fo 'tis 
Yfith mzn^ other things. 

Nothini^ 
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Nothing more juftly keeps roan in a perpetual awe, than 
the infcrutMily of his owa foul^ in it$ nature, capar 
cities and ipanoer pf afiing, A tame and feeble bird that 
accidentally has hatch'4 ao eagle's egg, and is afterward^ 
affrighted at the ftreogth and iihpetuous tendency of what 
had been foiler'd wnder its own wings, cannot gnd itfelt 
in a more cricital c^fe, th^i> a n^an, when holding dialogue, 
like Adrian^ with his own foul. He perhaps hath been aii 
indolent unmeariing thing \ but th^t immortal part within 
him, carries a ^dciK^ (dg€i\\^n has ever yet been uji&eath'd; 
and how this edge is likely to be employ'd in a long here-* 
after, he has but eitber bad omens of^ or at kafi mufi be 
in a tfeiobling fufpencer till grace gives a competent deter^ 
piioation. But >vhy do \^e talk of the foul ; we can't call 
pur very body our own : we cannot add tfj^ qibit ut^q gu^ 
Jaiwrt^ 91 »ake ^tii hair zohite or hlack.\ 

Befides this wondrous fyftcm of nerves and mufcles, 
wfalcKeach of us bears about him, tJbere is another body, 
wbict is aUQ fearfully and umnderfully imdc; awl that iS| 
the body^ppUtic This is likc^rife God's ftru&vre, wifely 
framed and pcit together | .and we may juftly apply to it^ 
frii^ ift iakt of a ftUt mppe peculiar ^conomyji Nc^ ^ntcf 
^fiaka tkure^fjhdl ever hi r€Jmz^d^ milker Jb^l any qfthc 
foirds ikereef h broken J^ How Ibould therefore every ne^ 
^ueA that treads the Siz^ of h^man life, wiOvthat he may 
yxakMny diifplace, or rviffle notbi^l No-ways hurt tb^ 
^holefioone order and cob^-^ncf <4fo£ieiyj bo^i^yim fer.- 
vkes acd 909^ example m his generation, jrather promote 
fti wisl£ic«J Jcar, lopkshe at the wAoie? It ^ God's be^ 
riign fcheme. X^ooks he at any Individual f (let it bf eve^i 
(ome poor and contemptible one, whom in an hour of 

paffioi^ 
t Matt. vL 27. + Chap^v, 36. * Ifai, J^xxiiii go, 
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paffion bq might be tentpted to injure and trample upon:) 
Such a one i$, a$ well as himfelf, the workmanfliip of God: 
has a body alike noble, a confcious foul aliie tender and 
{enfibk of all treatment that happens to it, and at leaft alike 
(perhs^ps mu<;b m^re) entitled to fair aod honorable treaty 
ment, 

Thefe are fome of the fentimenls which creation infplres 
vs wiih,....Bat doe? not redemption^ or the new creation, 
pverthrow them again ? Many very wife mun have beei^ 
jealous of this ; have, from the theological fcheme of re- 
demption, bfren apprehenfive pf no other fruits, J)ut haugh* 
ty fdf^flatf^, rqfii liberties , a deflxuftion of the balance of 
things, or at leaft of that of themind. But herein they have 
not been quite wife enough ; they have {hewn, that they 
did «ot underftand what they judged of. For 

Secmdly^ Hed^mptipn heightens all the foregoing* 

What it firft of all turns our eyes upon, is the Perfon of 
i^UT Redeemer. When we learn, that God, the very ma* 
ksr of heaven and eardi, in compaflion to us fallen and 
wetcli^ creatures, (who did no more anfwer the Jaw of 
ftir arc^tionj and to make propitiation for our fins, came 
down, converfed,^^f^reiai|d ^>^as a real meek man in this 
world ; that by the merit of this aft we might be everlaft- 
JHgly feJijv'd, pardon'd and exalted to greater privileges 
^ai^ we b^ loft : what muft be the effe3, but an over-r, 
lii/Mming admi^^ation^ an agony of insolvent gratitude, and 
^f^r^im of our fpirit in the duft before pur Benefaftor ? 
Can ) buttaa heart, a£ter this, ever any more find the way 
10 it« fiwriner ftoutnefs and indolence ? tho' it may, and 
^U to « fU?int pej^ctt i Wo^<i Wt Uie %ft jbe too great 
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tn incongruity ? for can wc, in reafon, to all eternity re- 
cover ourfelves out of the aftonifliment we were thrown 
into by the fight of the danger v/e have efcaped, and by the 
fight of this unparallerd generqfity of the Deity ?.... Which 
16 indeed, that above intimated latefi manifeftation of his, 
never to be out-done ; and on which, among all divine ac- 
tions. He himfclf lays the grcateft ftrefs, 

I have hinted that redemption is not only a refcue from 
perdition ; tho' that is faying a great deal, efpecially when 
wc add, " through the incarnation and fufFerings of God." 
But it admits us moreover to privileges entirely new; to 
adoption with the Father of Jefus Chrift ; efpoufals with 
God the Son ; fellowfliip and tutelage of the Holy Spirit i^ 
a right to the miniftry of angels, and many more. Now 
here fpr^ly we, fons of the earth, may be allow'd to be as 
much at a lofs, as much abaflied and confounded, amidft 
fuch a theatre of glories, (well defcribed in the xli. chapter 
pfthe Hebrews: But ye are come unto mount Sion^ &c.j as 
(bme raw peafaht, when fuddenly tranfported into a king's 
prefence-chamber. And left any one fliould think, the 
awe will wear off at leaft by cuftom ; the nature of thefe 
privileges is fuch, that different parts or inftances of them, 
pr frefh worth in each, is continually turning up, meetin|^ 
qm obfcryation, and renewing the furprize. 

If the contemplation of redemption itfelf, as mere mat- 
ter of enjoyment, weighs us down : 'tis no wonder, that a 
reafonable conoem how to walk henceforth ^'/a^/y to it, 
does the fame. Our Lord's facred form, as wounded and 
bleeding for us^ wholefomcly haunts us all bur lives long : 
pap this even according to common fenfe, be any other 
|th4n a dfatlj'^hc^d .to ^IL corrupt jay, to all iuxuriunUi bf 
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fpirit whether grofs or fubtile, that might be fup{)ofcc[ tt* 
maming? As, on the other hand, 'tis a daily-cherifhing 
Sun, and like the former and latter rain, to the nezz; nature* 
Which nature, whether you will conceive it grown up, is 
never levity, but xvifdom^ and powers and a found mind ;^ 
or whether you will conceive it as young and ftruggling to 
grow, is then mingled yet plainer with pain and humility^ 

The new nature and foundnefs is partly indeed an imme- 
diate fruit of this refleftion, ** I am pardon *d ! I, through 
" the immenfe labour of my furety, am tranflated into a 
"new condition!" For, thinks the foul....** I fee then 
" that the former condition mull have been, in the eyes of 
•* ijiy Deliverer, fome kind of death and putrefa3ion to 
** my true life, fome madnefs or enchantment to my bet- 
" ter intelleft : What Ihould therefore be my manner of 

•* thinking and afting for the future ?" '* Why ! juft 

" the reverfe of the former : he that has learnt to know 
" ficknefs, has withal fome notion what health mull be," 
But chiefly and more fully, it is derived from, and nou- 
riihed by, the underllanding a pardoned finner is endowed 
with of the mind^ will^ fentiments, and example of his Sa^ 
viour on all occafions. An underftanding, which he can- 
not but thirft after, confidering he is now fo clofely allied 
to that Holy-One ; and, for the fame reafon, cannot but 
have fufficient opportunities to acquire it. For not only 
His imitable perfeftions fliine forth in fome meafure in the 
creation ; not only his written Volume liesunfealed hence- 
forth before us ; but his very human foul converfes with 
oun, and he beftows at prefent by his Spirit a regular edu« 
cation upon us, tending to build us up into his lovely 
image* Now if there are thus manifold rules, fentiments 
and principles ; and thefe fo precious, and grounded in 

• Tim, i. 7t 
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imr Ldtd's own heart and nature ; to be by us tnvkfiigaUi^ 
ghatudup^ praBiJidin our life and converfation, and turm^ 
cd by all pofllble coocoflion into our very jukes : none 
can imagine this to be done without a x:ertain trepidation of 
fpirit through zeal and high regard, a quivering (as I may 
(o fay) of every limb, partly from modeft folicitude, partly 
from the fame caufe as -it happens to the war-horfe when 
ht /wallows t/u ground.^ O when (hall I attain, when fhall 
I ihew foith the whole mind of Chrift I 

As we are furrounded with beauteous mental images, 
with written precepts of a welcome, but not therefore lefs 
/acred, obligation ; (for furely a /riend's mind, when* he 
has fomeihtng to do or obierve &3r bis friend's fake, can 
no more be heedlefs or unbent than z/kvc'^, tho' k be in 
a different way:) fQ, as chriftians, we are eneompafled 
likcwife with .ouiward memorials^ that sare continually to 
put us in mind of that, which fo vhove all things bows 
down the believer with gratitude and {hame. Befide the 
fcriptures therafelves, which, in whatever part almoft w« 
open them, teftify of and refer to the death e/our Gei, and 
our amazing and expenfive redemption ; the very inllitu^ 
tion of a chrifiian church, and not only tlie beft times there- 
of, but the bsnre exiftencc of fuch a fociety, holds fcmk tfa^ 
fame. Tlie church is tlirough every €^, a pillar, a mo- 
nument, as niuch fepukhral as triuftiphal, pf that great 
. Faft. Which is inculcated ftill more palpably by tbe^i* 
cfaments: yea prcfuppofed, at leaft, in every ud of our re- 
ligious wor/kip. So that if the prophet fpeaks once of a 
lover of mankind, who was wounded in the houfe o/ Ms 
friends ;^ we chriftians are as if we always dwek in tfct 
very crbamber^ where <^t afieding fcene was tranfaficd. 

TU 

* Job XXX L\. ft^. f 2cch» xiii, 6» 
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'fhe marts of it are to be feen freft on'ev^ry wall : ' tv« eai 
teren all our paffovers of thankfgtving, joined witfe that 
bitter herb, the remembrance of the agonies whereby our 
peace and fafety was purchafed. And if the frequent cc- 
clefiaflical repetition of this knell cannot now be faid to be 
Jkocking to us, fin the common* fcnfe of the word) after we 
are once reconciled, through the light of faith, to our 
Lord's death : any more than a pafling-bell is Ihocking to 
one who is reconciled to his own death : yet exceeding r^- 
vercntial however, ten4er and deeply ferious, its cffeft 
upon us, be we ever fo familiarized and accufiomed to it, 
imiftftillbe. 

But, in order to be breathed upon by a folemn and facred 
air like that of a temple, we need not go fo far as inftitu-r 
ted commemorations or confecrated places: we have it 
nearer home. Our own bodies are temples of the Holy 
Gkojl.* K therefore 5^ Paul makes it fo arduous a matter 
for young Timothy, to know how he ought to behave him* 
fdf in the houft of God;f if, of old, priefts were tied to 
numberlefs rules, obfcrvanccs and cautions in their mini- 
ftration : let none now put this away from himfelf to thefa- 
cerdotal order. For each regenerate man W a prieft ; and 
the temple which he is to keep inpurity, and towards which 
he is to obferve a more exquifite uninterrupted decorum 
than can be fet down in any ritual, is his own mortal body. 

As the body is thus to be treated like a divine temple ; 
fo the new Spirit within us, the inward man of the heart, 
is to be treated like afon of the prophets. , Manoah, under- 
ftanding that his fon was to be a Nazafiie^ a confecrated 
perlbn, folicitoufly alked, from the firft moment of his 

conception, 
♦ 1 Cor, vu*J9. f I Tim, iii. i^ 
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conception. How Jkall we order the child f andhowJhaUw€ 
do uiUohimfX The very fame concern every chriftian 
fhould reafonably be in with regard to bis own beart, con^' 
fidered as the place, where a hopeful particle of higher 
life is now kindling, where the likenefs of Chrift is begin* 
ning to be delineated, (which important rudiments, who 
would not tremble to difturb by any thing ?) and where the 
Holy Spirit vouchfafes his infiruflions. Every fyllable 
from that teacher is valuable ; if we ihould be fo unhappy 
as to difobey or check any light of his, reftored it may be 
again, but no creature can infure or promife the reftora* 
tion of it. Thus we fee, a man's own foul and body, in* 
{lead of making free with them as his own^ become now a 
depojitum with which he (lands intruded from his Lord, 
(juft as one may be intrufted with any other afifair exterior 
to himfelQ and about which, at his peril, he is to (hew fi« 
delity and diligence. So that, reverence thyfelj I which was 
a faying of fomc old philofophers, has now a moft fub- 
ftantial ground and meaning : but a meaning, fo far from 
carrying in it felf-fufficiency and pride, that it implies a 
conftant fenfe oiinfufficiency for a weighty truft^ and a dread 
of committing over(ighu. 

Nor is a man only obliged to confider his own felf in a 
refpc6lful light, but the objefts for a like manner of con- 
fideration multiply even ^^ infinitum; it being, in fome 
view or other, applicable to every human foul we fee about 
us. And with regard to ourfelves, we are indeed divided 
betwixt two afiFeftions, (very contrary to each other, yet 
agreeing in this, that both do prefs down the mindj namely, 
a religious ejleem for our fubftance ; in itfelf, and for what 
has been divinely wrought therein without our afliftance ; 

and 
t Judg* xiii« lai 
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^nd oil the other hand, Jhame and grief ^ more or lefs, for 
moil of the a£ls we ourfelves hanre done, or, at leaft, for 
circumftantial defefts attending them : but with regard to 
others, the cfteem is predominant, ^ndunallay*d. For we 
view tkem only on one fide. We fee in every human face 
at leaft that being or creature, which, 'tis true, not only 
the 8th Pfalm, but daily experience fliews to have been 
made a little- lower than the angels, but which the Scripture 
neverthelefs reprefents as a kind of favorite before them : 
we fee, I fay, infallibly, (if it be but a man we look at) a 
jewel, which the Creator thought worth while to purchaft 
with his own blood. Suppofe that redemption is not ef- 
feftually applied^ to him at prefent, yet it can be ; and in 
the mean while, we may probably find even in fuch a one 
many qualities, which tho' they will not bear the balance 
of the fanftuary, are, however, amiable in their kind, yea 
may put us, who have received more grace, to the bluifa. 

But if the perfon be an aduai fellow-partaker of the gof- 
pel-falvation, ^Ve fliall certainly difcem reafons for fo much 
honor and reverence towards him, as, if the modes of hu- 
man life did but permit it, would caft us numberlefs times / 
at his feet. For he is then not only fuppofed to have, in 
general, a fpirit, foul, and body, under preparation for e- 
ternal «life, like our Qwn ; but we muft needs, at feveral 
opportunities, have difcover'd in him beyond contradic- 
tion» (be he even the loweft and leaft eminent member of 
the myftical body) fome fpecial and, ftriking inftances of 
fidelity, uprightnefs, ov generofty ; yea tokens and proofs 
in word and behaviour, fymptoms and rays on the very 
countenance, of that precious mind and ruUure of Chrift, 
Here a child ot God has a penetrating eye, as well as a 
tenacious memory, to treafure up whatever he has once 

Ul feen 



Digitized by 



Go^Ie 



f i6a ] 

feen in his neighbour : and all this worth of his brother i» 
fure to appear to him in fo advantageous a light, that he 
fliall make a great doubt whether he himfelf poffefles, in 
the degree at leaft, or could in like circumftances do, any- 
thing fit to be once named with it* 

This may ferve as a fliort fummary of the effe£b, which 
redemption, in this refpe£l, has upon the miad. 

Shall we now conclude in one word, fince it feems fo 

plainly to be the refult, That whoever knows either 

what creation or redemption means, muft needs Jirve God 
with rcucrmce? Yea, as the calls for, and extrcifcs of, fuch 
reverential difpofition, are withal found to be numberlefs, 
muft indeed ftand in a perpetual uninterrupted awe ? So 
that I could almoft fay, the walk of a Brackman^ who is 
continually afraid of treading upon fome infeft, might, 
(only that our reafons are jufter, and his gloom and little- 
nefs of mind far removed) in point of the foft and confix 
derate ftep, ferve for a pretty near emblem of ours. Or, 
fhall we firft hear, what can perhaps be obje6led againft 
this ? 

From two quarters one may expeS objedions. 

ift. From the moralift. *• Is not this a degrading and 
•* depreffing of human nature too much? I do not like to 
•* have fuch a weight hung upon man." Why ! let us then 
take it off, and fee what will be the confequence. Every 
man has alfo a column of gravitating air over his head, and 
a quantity of it compaffing him all round : let us remove 
this incumbrance too, and fee who will be the gainer. 
Does not that preffure of the air create the very ftrength 

and 
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and firmnefs of bodies ? So it is here. You fpcak of mo- 
ral worth in man : that worth is the efiFeft of principles ; 
And what is a principle? It is a certain thought or idea, 
which by its excellency keeps the man in conftant admira- 
tion of it ; more properly has mafter'd him, than he is mat 
ter of it; not only impels his mind as the weight does ^ 
machine, but from fome higher chair con'e£^s him like a 
fchool-boy for his defefls. Could we conceive any principle 
fo low and unelevated, that the perfon is able quite to 
come up with it, and owes it no bluOiing reverence of 
this fort ; it would, at the fame time, ceafe to be what we 
call a principle. A man of principle therefore, (be it of 
what nature it willj is a bajhful man, dilfatisfied with him- 
felf, and a true devotee. : Not only the cloyfter'd monk 
fells down before a ihrine ; not only every pious chriftian 
has an obje£l for his conftant obeifailce ; but all men in 
general muft have fomething of the fame tiirn of mind, 
(happy he who direfts it to the very bejl and moft profitable 
{cope \) or elfe they are mere triflers all their days, excep- 
tions from the gravity and dignity of himian nature, and 
lighter than vanity itfelf. A man of worth muft have his 
haUaJl; and that ballaft is reverence, of fome kind ore- 
ther : he that reverences nothing, has at the fame umc no 
worth. But without difcuffing the point fo far, a fenfible 
objeftor might only be afked, Have you then been called 
to any pofture of mind, but what is the pure confequence 
of thought and refleftion, (that glory, as you deem it, of 
the human make) on fuppofition that you have either been 
created, or redeemed, not to fay both ? 

2dly , From the man of more than common fpiritual at« 

tainments. " Tho' (may this obje&or be fuppofai to ar« 

" guej fuch a pofture of reverence, yea trembling, may be 

M 2 wholefome 
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"^wholefome for the human complexion in general, and 
•' may properly attend alfo the beginnings of religion ; yet 
" fure there muft be a time, when an advanced chriftian 
** fhall have out-grown it." I anfvrer : Whcn^ and from 
what confideration, fliall we imagine him to Qut-grow the 
fpecies of awe now contended for ? 

That which bids faireft for fuperfeding all aiFeSions of 
this kind, is the fpirit of love, that ftate of intimate and con- 
jidtnt familiarity with our Lord. We have feen, St. John 
even affirms, that this, when perfeil, cajldh out fear ; fome 
fort of fear. But that it cannot be the fort we here meatf, 
needs no other proof, than barely to look back and fee, 
whether all the parts and exprejjfions of reverence by us 
enumerated, be not at the fame time fo many natural and 
quite infeparable charaBers and fruits of the moft ardent, 
entire, and devoted lovey that can poflibly be imagined ? 

A fecond plea for art exemption, we will fuppofe to be 
gifts, talents, illuminations, &c. Do not thefe exempt the 

owner from the common conditions of mankind ? Yes, 

in order to charge hioi double with obligations to the ftate 
6f mind we are fpeaking-of. Becaufe, the more of thefe, 
the more he becomes anfwerable for; and the more 
opportunities there are for hurting one or other delicate 
part of his commiffion. For a commiffion it is, and fuch a 
one as conftitutes him the mere fervant of thofe about him, 

, A third grbund may be, when a perfon thinks liimfelC 
enabled to fay, " What need I to fear now in any kind 
*^ whatfoever ? Sift?tnd corruption, the caufe of all fear, is 
^' conquered and mortified in me." Now there is certainly 
fuch a thing, as real viSory over fin ; and it belongs even 

to 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ »«5 3 

ffco young and old, that truft in Chrift. Only It ftill belongs 
infuch a manner, that whoever has it in truth, poffefles it 
always with modefty and trembling. He that thinkcth he 
Jlandcth^ fays the apoftle, let fiim take heedleji hefalL* On 
this head, let Macarius fpeak. " As merchants on their 
*' voyage, tho' they have a favourable wind and fmooth fea, 
" yet till they reach the port, are always in feme fear, left 
•' a contrary wind arifmg, the fea be agitated into waves, 
** and endanger the Ihip .: fo chriftians, tho' they have a 
*^ profperous wind of the Holy Spirit breathing within 
" them, yet ar£ ftill apprehenfive, left poflibly fome wind 
" of th^ adverfe power might come upon them, and by its 
'* Wowiog occafion at leaft waves and difturbance to their 
** fouls. There is need therefore of much diligence, in or- 
** der to arrive at the haven of reft, the perfefl: world, that 
/* cverlafling life and joy/'t 

How far an experience m our Redeemer's ways, a difco- 
very of his thoughts of peace concerning our individual, 
and efpecially an affeftionate reliance on the fidelity of his 
cliarafter, an acquaintance with his heart's difpofition, may 
. mitigate the anxiety defcribed by this fpirituar writer ; (ia»- 
fomuch that perhaps it cannot well be ftiled anxiety any 
more in the loving believer:} this'we will not now en* 
quire into. In the mean while it is, we fee, never quite 
annihilated; but even in the moft advanced chriftian^ 
(confequently far more, according tojuftice, in every mor- 
tal man befide) fo much at leaft of that frame of mind un- 
alterably remains,, as anfwers to the idea of humble caution 
about one's fteps: as there remains alfo beftdes, an admir- 
ing and tender veneration for a great number of holy things 
and objefts. 

M 3 So 

* 1 Cor, X, 12« f Horn, xliii. 
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So that our affcrtion from the text ftands good, That 
both man and chriftian were made for religious reverence: 
fince even the latter, when his joy in the Holy Ghoft is at 
the higheft, when he has peace and life and the kingdoni 
of heaven within him, is ftill to rejoice zoith trmbling.* 

But 1 mud confefs all the while, whoever elfe needs it, 
the true and fincere chriftian does in reality not need my 
admonition pn this head: he is, in this particular alfo, 
taught of God. The requifite awe or trembling, which is 
in truth only eqpivalept mxhfolidity of thoughtn^on being 
irUrufled with certain ineftimable pearls, grace will not 
fail, hy its own operation, to create and maintain in each 
foul. There remains tlierefore nothing properly to wilht 
but this : May our good and gracious Lord vouchfafe to 
beftow on every qne the joy itfdf which is to have this con* 
comitant ; thofe pearls themfelves^ that defer\'e to be handr 
Jed with trembling 1 That is th^ main, thefirft point ; and 
the point, with good reafon, ofteneft treated of from this 
pulpit. May He, I fay, grant us all the knowledge of him, 
felf, a communion with Him; not only that fort which We 
inight have by creation, but efpecially that which is 
grounded on redemption, even the free and full remiffion of 
fins thro^ faith in his blood: adoption of children; fanSifiia-r 
tion; and tl^at rejoicing in hope of the glory of God^ which 
will one day caufe them, amidft the cruJfh of elements and 
themoft general confternation, to lift up their heads f whq 
otherwife were ufed to think and fpeak here with modefty, 
to refrain their foul and keep it low even as a rveaned child»1^ 
Thefe faving graces may he grant us all, and that fpeedily, 
for hiaown death and merits fake : To whom, £?<:. 
• f f ^« ii. %u f |<uke xxi. aS,, t ^^^* czxxi. a. 
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A SHORT 

SUMMARY 

O P 

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, 

IH THX WAY Of 

QUESTION and ANSWER: 

The Anfwers being all made in the found and venerable wordi of tht 
Commoo-Prayer-Book of the Church of £ngland. 

TO WHICH ARK AODBO, 

Some EXTRACTS out of the HOMILIES- 

Collefied for the Sendee of a few Perfona, Member! of the bitab* 
2.zf HBO Cbvjlcb; but imagined not to be onuieful to otben« 



WORSHIP THE LORD WITH HOLY WORSHIP. 

PfAL. XXiXt i» 
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PREFACE. 



W HAT is humbly attempted here, has, that I know of, 
never been done in this manner before; though, on the 
one hand, fuch a thing muft neceffarily produce, in a good 
degree, a rationale of the Common-Prayer; and on the 
other, it is a defign obvious enough, and not at all far- 
fetched, beicaufe, as all prayer is built upon faith and doc- 
trines believed, £b a general fyftem of our religion may na- 
turally be looked for in the prayers we ufe. 1 have ex- 
trafted one out of the Common- Prayer^ flriftly fo called, 
not including at prefent the portions read out of the Scrip* 
ture, nor the Catechifm. 

It is prefumed, this little effay may have its ufe ; and 
that on two fides, i. Children, as well as grown people, 
being accuftomed fo often to hear and join in thefe folemn 
words, and that in a frame of piety and devotion ; the doc^ 
trines of religion themfelves, can be conveyed to them 
through no vehicle more advantageous, than thefe known 
expreffions. 2. When they have once diftinftly remark- 
ei the points, which the church-prayers really contain ; 
they will afterwards pray them fo much the better all their 
Jife long. In fliort they will think over, what they have 
prayed, smd then pray ever, what they have thought. 
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r The ceneral tendency therefore will, I hope, be allowed 
to be good, and particularly feafonable in thefe times, viz. 
to endear the more antienl Liturgy efiablilhed in this nation; 
and, along with that, to inculcate the eflentiai articles of 
revealed religion. 

It is a great pleafure, that one may ferve both thefe ends 
at once : and that whoever loves either of thefe objefis, 
muft, if he refle£l, be induced thereby to love the other 
too. Through inattention, indeed, it often happens, that 
fome, who are well attached to the Prayers, yet are So, 
without fufficiently taking in their whole Chriftian impmt; 
and that others, who have a tafie and defire for Gofpel* 
truths, remain all the while unapprized, * that in the Com» 
mon-prayer-Baoi of the Church of England^ thofe very 
tbiQgs are likewife fo clearly to be found* 
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A SHORT 

SUMMARY 

OF 

Chriftian Dodnne, &c, 

V V HAT Religion do weprofifs f 
The Chriftian. 

2. From what original ^U is man now fallen f 

He was created after God's own image and fimilu 
tude. (a) 

3. Btfida the divine works and benefits of Creation, Pre-f 
fervation, and all the blejfings of this life; what ought you^ 
above qll, to blefs GOD for ? 

For his ineftimable love in th^ Iledemption of the world 
ty Qur Ix)rd Jefus Chrift. (b) 

4. What is JESUS CHRIST to us ? 
Qur Saviour, (c) 

jg. Is there no other Saviour y but he? 

There is none other name under heaven given to man. 
in whoni and through whom we may receive health ani 
falvation, but only the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift. ^d) 

C. Do qll holy Smptures refer perpetually to him ? 



t] 



>) OfEce of Matrim, (c) Coll. S. before Eaftcf, 

}) Oenj Thankf^iving, \d) Viat^t. of Sick. 
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We muft in fuch wife hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digeft them, that by patience and comfort of God's 
hply word, we may embrace and ever hold faft the bleffed 
hope of everlafting life which is given us in our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift. (<?) 

7. What then ought we mojl earnejily to beg andzvijhfor? 
Grace, that being not like children caJrried away with 

every blaft of vain doftrine, we ntay be eftablifhed in the 
truth of the holy gofpel. (/) 

Perfeftly to know Jefus Chrift to be the. way, the truth, 
and the life ; and.fteadfaftly to walk in the way that lead- 
€th to eternal life through him. [g) 

So perfeftly and without all doubt to believe in Jefus 
Chrift, that our faith in God*s fight may never be re- 
proved, {h) 

8. What is the right faith concerning the per/on of Jefus 
Chrijl?, 

The right faith is, that we believe and confefs, that our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, the Son of God, is God and Man. (i) 

9. Is he, truly nnd properly God? 

Begotten of his Father before all worlds ; God of God, 
light of light, very G;od of very God ; begotten, not made, 
being of brte fubftance with the Father, f4} 

Perfefl God. Ecjual to the Father as touching his God- 
bead. 

(For in this Trinity none is afore, or after other ; none 
is greater or lefs than another: but the whole three Perfons 
are co-eternal together, and co-equal.) (/) 
• 10. Is tie even the God, who in the beginning created us and 
tlie whole world? 

By 

(t) Coll. 2 S. in Advent. (i) Creed of St. Athanalius. 

(f) Coll. St. Mark. ^k) Nicenc Creed. 

(g) Coll. St. Philip and JamcS. (/) Creed of St. Athanaf. Sec alf» 
(h) Coll. St. Thomas. Prcf. for Trin. Sunday. 
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By him all things were made, (m) 
And he is able, by his mighty working, to fubdue all 
things toJiimfelf. (n) 

11. Yei what did he condejand to^ for us men and j or out 
falvation ? 

He came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Ghoft of the virgin Mary, (o) 

When he took upon him to deliver Man, he did not 
abhor the virgin's womb, [p) 

He took our nature upon him. [q] 

He was made man. (r) 

12. Defcribe this tranjoElion more particularly. 

By the operation of the Holy Ghoft, he was made very 
Man of the fubftance of the virgin Mary his mother ; and 
that without fpot of fin, to make lis clean from all fin. (jj 

ij. Sm only excepted^ was he afterwards in all points like 
unto us? 

Perfeft Man, of a reafonable foul, and human flefli, fub* 
fitting, {t) 

14. How may the union of the ttoo natures in "Chrijl be 
Ulujlrated? 

As the reafonable foul and flefli is one man, fo God and 
Man is one Chrift. (u) 

15. How zoas his Incarnation Tnadt known? 
By the meffage of an an^l. (w) 

i6» What ultimate hope prefents itfelfto our mindy asfoon 
' ds we hear of our Lord' s incarnation? 

That by his crofs and paflion, we may be brought to the 
glory of his Fefurreftion. [x) 

17. JVhai 

(Tit) Niccne Creed. (i) Pref. for Chriftmas. 

(n) Office of BuriaK (0 ^i*. of St. Athanafiua 

(0) Nicene Creed'. (u) ibid, 

(p) Te DeuM, [w) Coll. Anauac*- 

{q) Coll. Chriftmas, {x} ikitU 

(r) NUcnc Crccdv 
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17. What did the holy infant Jtfus undergo on the dg^ 
d^yf 

He was circumcifed, and obedient to the law for man. (y) 
. 18. Ij there any happy effeQ now produced in us, anfwcr* 
able thereto? 

The true circumciGon of the Spirit, that our hearts and 
all our members may be mortified firom all worldly and 
carnal lufts. (z) 

19. What was done to him about a month after ? 

He was prefented in the temple, .in fubftance of our 
flefli. {a) 

so. And what did he open a way for ^ on our part ? 

That we may be prefented unto God with pure and 
clean hearts by him. {b) 

21. What happened further during his childhood? 

By the leading of a ftar, he was manifefied to the 
Gentiles, (c) 
' InCants glorified God by their deaths, (d) 

22. After a private life of thirty years ^ (of which xaehaoe 
no farther account^ than what is recorded^ Luke ii. 40, &c. 
Mark vi. 3.) bejore he began his public minijiry^ what pre* 
paratory ceremony did hefubmit to ? 

He was baptized in the river Jordan ; and therd>y cKd 
fan6lify water to the myftical waihing away of fin. (e) 

23. What further? 

For our lakes he did faft forty days and forty nights, f /) 

24. How do you enumerate andfum up the merit qfChrtft'^ 
lifcj and make it an argument^ why he fhould preferve you 
from thofe evils, which man would otherwife befubjeQ to? 

By the myftery of thy holy incarnation ; by thy holy 

Nativiijr 

(y) CoU. Circumcifion* (c) CoU. Epiphany. 

(z) ibid. (i) CoU. Innocenu. 

\a) Coll. Purification* (e) Off. of Baptifm. 

\b) ibid. If) CqU» X S. in Lent, 
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Nativityand Circumcifion ; by thy Baptifm, Fading and 
Temptation ; good Lord ! deliver me. (g) 

25. Befide the principal confideration^ his merit in our fc- 
hdf; was he alfOf by his converfatian here^ a pattern to usf 

An enfample of godly life, {h) 

26. How did his life end at lajl? 

For die fake of his church and family, he was contented 
to be betrayed, and given up into the hands of wicked 
meii, and to fuffer death upon the crofs. (i) 

27. At the entrance on which fuffering^ what extraordinary 
Symptom difcovered his inward angyijh f 

Bloody fweat. {k) 

28. What was the intention of his Death ? 

The Son of God did vouchfafe to yield up his foul, by 
death upon the crofs, for our lalvation. (/} 

He fuffered death upon the crofs for our redemption ; 
and made there, by his one oblation of himfelf once offer- 
ed, a full, perfeft, and fuflBcicnt facrifice, oblation and 
fatisfa£):ion for the fins of the whole world, {m) 

He was wounded for our offences, and fmitten for our 
wickednefs. (n) 
, The which, nothing but his blood can expiate. {0) 

29. Were we then, and all mankind, offenders and wicked f 
All men are conceived and born in fin. {p) 

We have alfo erred and ftrayed from God's ways, like 
loft flieep. We have followed too much the devices and 
defires of our own hearts. We have offiended againft hia 
holy laws. We have left undone thofe things which we 

ought 



(e) Litany. (m) Communion Service. 

(A) Coll. 2 S 

{i) Coll. Go 

(k) Litany. / U) Off, of Baptifm. ' 



; S. after £after. (n) Commination, 

[i] Coll. Good-Friday. ' ]o) Off. 30th January. 



. £xhort. before the Com. 



(01) Communio 
(n) Comminati 
\o) Off. 30th J 
{f) Off, of Bap 
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cnrlit to have done, and have done thofe things which we 
oiv' u iiot to have done : And there is no health in us. [q] 

30. J That would have been our aid? 
We deferve punifliment. [r) 
Everlafting damnation, {s) 

31. Of what importance is Chrifi^s meritorious Crofs and 
pajjion to us ? 

Tlicreby alone we obtain remlffion of our Gns, and are 
made partakers of the kingdom of heaven, {t) 

32. What is therefore our abiding principle^ as believers? 
That we put not our truft in any thing that we do. (u) 
That we lean only on the hope of heavenly grace, {w) 
That by the merits and death of Jefus Chrift, and 

through faith in his blood, we obtam remiiBon of our fins, 
and all other benefits of his paflion. [x) 

33. And what temper of heart doth highly become us? 
That we (hould alway remember the exceeding great 

love of our Mailer, and only Saviour Jefus Chrift, thus 
dying for us ; and the innumerable benefits, which by his 
precious blood- iiiedding he hath obtained to us. {y) 

34. What fervent exprtfjons might we ufe on this occafionf 
O come, let us fing unto the Lord, let us heartily rejoice 

in the ftrength of our falvation. 

Let us come before his prefence with thankfgiving, and 
fliew ourfelves glad in him with pfalms. (2)* 

35. Ought 

(^} Gen. Confeflion. (w) Coll. 5 S. after Epiphany. 

\r) Commmation. (^x) Communion-Service, 

(jj Litany. ' (^r) Laft Exhortation in Communion- 

(t) ift JExhortation in Commu- Service. 

nion-Service. (zj Venite^ exultemus, 

(u) Coll. Sexagefima. 

• This pfalm conftantly uftiers in the o^her*. Very many cxprellions 
in the Pfalm* could not be devifed better than they are, even for our 
prefent Chriftian circumftances. But when at morning or evening fcr- 
vice you join in Zachariahs*s BenediSus^ the Magnificat, or Nunc DimitiiJi 
thefe are dired thankf^iviogs for our Saviour's coming in the flefli. 



Digitized by 



Google 



r 177 3 

' 35. Ought tot to thank even the whole btejjed 'trinity on 
account of our Redemption ? 

We mull give moft humble and hearty thanks to God 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, for the redemp* 
tion of the world by the death and paflion of our Saviour 
Chrift, both God and Man, who did humble himfelf even 
to the death upon the crofs for us miferable finners, who 
lajrin darknefs and the fhadow of death, that he might 
make us the children of God, and exalt us to everlafting 
life, {a) 

36. What ought the Father ^ in particular i to be thanked for? 
For giving us his only begotten Son. {b) 

37. How may each of us nowj yea all mankind^ in all our 
needs and dijireffes^ freely addrefs ourfelves to the Son f 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy 
upon me a miferable finner ! 

Son of God, I befeech thee to hear me. O Lamb of 
God, that takeft away the fins of the world ! grant me thy 
peace I O Lamb of God, that takeft away the fins of the 
world ! have mercy upon me. 

Both now and ever vouchfafe to hear me, O Chrift j 
gracioufly hear me, O Lord Chrift. (c) 

O Saviour of the worlds who by thy crofs and precious 
blood haft redeemed me ! fave me, and help me, I humbly 
befeech thee, O Lord, (d) 

38. Is his blood'fhedding the grtcU argunieni which hii 
people ever alledge in their JuppUcations to him f 

Spare us, good Lord ; fpare thy people whom thou baft 
redeemed with thy moft precious blood, and be not angry 
with us for ever, {e) 

U) Laft Exh. lA Commu. Serr. (i) Vifitation ofthe &«k« 
]h) CoU.Chriftmaj. U) Litany. ^ 

\c) Litany, . ' " 
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We pray tBcc, help thy fervants, whom thou haft re* 
deemed with thy precious blood. (/) 

39. May we appeal tmthd to thefyTnpatky of his human 
nature? 

O Son of David have mercy upon us. 
Pitifully behold the forrows of our hearts, (g) 

40. What petitions are we prompted to put up^ from tht 
conjideration of our Loris Burial f 

1. That by continual morufying our corrupt aie£Uons, 
we may be buried with him. 

2. That through the grave and gate of dc^th, we may 
pafs to our joyful refurreftion, for his merits, who died, 
and was buried, and rofe again for us. {h\ 

41. When did he rife again f 
The third day, [i) 

42. What is our rMtvoe for praife and joy at hi^ fifing ? 
He rofe again for our^ juftification. (k) 

For he is die very Pafchal Lanib, which was offered for 
us, and hath taken away the fin of the world ; who by hi» 
death hath deftfoyed death, and by his rifing to life again^ 
hath reftored to us everlafting life. (I) 

\yhen he had overcome the fiiarpnefs of death, he did 
0pen the kingdom of heaven to all believers, (m) 

Death is overcome, and the gat;e of everlafting life opea« 
«d uQto us through him. (n) 

43. How didhedijpofe of his perfon after his refurreSion f 
He mani&fUy appeared to all his apoftles ; 

A^, in their £^» afceaded up into heaVen; to prepare 

aplace 

f/) Te Datm. m 1 S. after Eafter. 

(g) Litany. fn Preface for £aftei% 

W Coll. Eaftcr.Pvev (m) Te Deum, 

0} Cwcd. (ft) CoU. E»ftcr, 
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a place for us, tliat vhere he is, thither we m^ht alfo afcend 
and reign with him in gtery, (o) 

44. Hath this any effeS Upon ws^ earn b^re xpc are tahm 
up into thoji manjons? 

In heart and mind we thither afcend, and with him 
continually dwell, (p) 

45. Tf%at is our petition at his going away f 

We befeech thee, leave us not comfortlefs, hut fend to 
us thy Holy Ghoft to comfort us. (q) 

46. How did the Holy Choji, according to Chris's pojl 
true promfe^ come down upon the ApqfiUs ? 

In the likenefs of fiery tongues, lij^ting upon thein. [r) 

47. To what intent? ' 

To teach them, and to lead them to sdl truth ; giving 
them both the gift of divers languages, and alfo boldneft 
with fervent zeal to preach the Gofpd unto all nations ; 
whereby we have been brought out of darknefs and error 
into the clear light, {s) 

48. What was the general charaOer of our Saviours 
firjl coming into this world? 

He came to vifit us in great humility, {t) 

49. What is his prefentjlate? 

He fitteth on the right hand of the Father. («) 

50. WUl he come again ? 

Yes : to judge both the quick and the dead, [w) 

51. Since to him all judgment is committed^ does this imply 
iijpiraiions of our heart to him at prefent ? 

We believe that thou flialt come to be our Judge, we 
therefore pray thee, &c. (x) 

N 2 52* -fi^ 

(0) Prefauje for Afccnfion. (t) 1 S. in Advent. 

(t) CoU. Afcenfion. (u) Niccne Creed, 

W S. after Afccnlion. (w) ibid. 

lr\ ?*^«/acc for Whitfunday. h) Tc Dwp^ 
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: si. ITow tjillit then be? 

At his coming all men (hall rife again with their bodies^ 
and (hall give account for their own works. 

And they that have done good, (hall go into life ever-; 
lafting ; and they that have done evil into everlafting fire, (y) 

53. How long Jhall lu remain King? 

His kingdom (hall have no end. (z) 
i 54. What Jupplication and doxology do you ufcto turn as 
exalted? 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jefus Chrift ; O Lord 
Cod, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,, that takeft away 
the (ins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that 
ta^eft away the (ins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thpa that takeft away thie (ins of the world receive our 
prayer. Thou that fitteft at the right hand of God the 
Father, have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy^ thou only art the Lord, thou 
only, O Chrill, with the Holy Ghofi, art moft high in the 
glpry of CJpd the Father- \a) 

S3 Did Stephen addrefs hirr^elf in prayer to our blejjed. 
Saviour after Hsafcerifion? 

Yes. (b)* 

56. How doyoujumupf and corhprize together^ both his 
painful Sufferings and his Vidory^ and implore from kirn 
Jhe benefit of the ivhoU? 

/ By thine Agony and bloody Sweat j by thy Crofs and 
ra(rion : by thy precious Death and Burial : by thy glo-> 
xious.Refurreaion and Afcenfion : and by the coming of 
the ttoly Ghoft; good Lord ! deliver me. it) 
V 57- 4fi^ believing and digejiing all thefe Articles; what 

is 

(y^CreedofSt. Athanarius. (^) Coll. St. Stephen. 

fz\ Nicenc Creed/ - • (*} Litany. 

a) Communion-Service. 

* Calling upoD| and fayingi Lord jefufi receivt my Spirit* A^ vii. 59* 
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is f according to the order and fuccejfion of Ckurch'TeJlivals) 
judged feafonable at the cloje ? ^ 

* By the confeffion of a true faith, to acknowledge the* 
glory of the eternal Trinity, (dj 

Not one only Pferfon, but three Perfons in one fubr 
ftance. (e) 

58. To whom is this grace given ? 
To fervants of God. (/) 

59. What do you and others^ being fuck children of God, 
accordingly believe now concerning God the Father f 

That he affures us of his favour and goodnefs towards 
us. f^j / 

That his fatherly goodnefs mercifully accepts our facri- 
,fic€ of praife and thankfgiving. {h) 

That he gives us thofe good things, which we are not 
worthy to a{k, but through the merits and mediation of 
Jefus Chrift his Son our Lord, [i) 
' 60. How do you therefore (agreeably to John xiv, 13. J 
always conclude your prayers to him ? 

Through Jefus Chrift our Lord, [k) For the love of 
thy only Son. (/) For his infinite n^rits. {m) 

6u In what humble Jiile do you take upon youto fpeak to 
him?. 

O God the Father of heaven, have mercy upon u^ 
miierable finners ! {n) 

62. Give one or two fpecimens of matters peculiarly to be 
afked of the heavenly Father. 

That he would keep us under the prote&ion of his good 
providence. (^J * 

■ N a That 

{i} CoU. Trinity-Sunday. {k) Paffim. 

(tf) Preface fdr Trinity^unday. (/) 3d CoU. Eveninj-Praycr, 

\f) Coll. Trinity-Sunday. (m) Prayer at Sea. 

{gS Communion-Service* (n) Litany. 

fl) ibid, (0) %S. 9ftet Trinity* 

{i) Coll, IS S. after Trinity, 
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That thofe evHs which the craft and fubtilty of the devil 
or man worketh againft us, may be brought to nought, and 
by the providence of his goodnefs they may be dif- 
perfed. (p) # 

That he would keep us from all things that may hurt us ; 
that we being ready both in body and foul, may cheerfully 
accomplilh thofe things that he would have done, (q) 

That he would give us thofe things^ which be profitable 
for us. (rj* 

63. In whatjlilt do you /peak to the Holy Ghojl f 

O God the Holy Ghoft, &c. have mercy i:(pon us 
miferable finners. {s) 

64. What aid do you look for from kirnf 

That he would ever be with^us; and lead us in the 
knowledge and- obedience of God's word. (/) 
• Tha^ through him we may have a right judgment in all 
things, and evermore rejoice in his holy comfort, (i^) 
, That the thoughts of pur hearts may be cleanfed by his 
infpiration. [w) 

That he may in all things dire£l and nile our hearts. (x\ 

65. Can wc either hgin^ or accompUJfi any thing good of 
yfurfelvest 

Through the weakneft of our mortal nature, we can do 
no good thing without God. \y) 

From him all holy defires, all good counfels and all juft 
works, do proceed, (zj 

ip) Litiiiy. f«) Coll. Whitfttoday. 

{q) 20 S. after Trinity. (xu) Cominuiuoa*Service. 

(r) 8 S. after Trinity, (*J *9 S. after Trinity, 

(ij Litany. Seealfo i^^Venitrtaltor. {i\ x S. after Trinity. 
W Office of Confirmation. . (2) a CoU. ETcning-Praycr. 

* Moft of the other folemn Church-Prayert, are, as is well knowiu 
dire£led to the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift. But ift this Summary* 
there was a nccefllty of citing ibem ^xi^^it'^ly according to their d#c^ 
trjinal contents. 
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By his holy infpiration we think thofe thiQgs that be 
^ood, arid by his merciful gaiding perform the fame, (a) 

66^ Not wholly to pafs over the mnifiry the angels per» 
form to us ; what do you Relieve on that headf 

That as the Cervices of angels and men are conftituted by- 
God in a wonderful order; the former not only do him 
fervice in heaven^ but, by his appointment, fuccour and 
defend us on earth through Jefus Chrift. (b) 

67. What do you mean by the Churchy or myjlical bcdy of 
arijif 

The blelfed company of all faithful people, (c) 

69. JVksU makes the Church valuaMe? . 

That Oie was purchafed by the precious blood of God'i 
dear Son. {d) 

69. What foundation is Jhc built upon? 

That of.theapoftles and prophets, Jefus Chrift him&If 
being the head comer-ftone. {e) 

70. What do you pray in her behalf? 

That it may pleafe the Lord Chrift to rule and govern 
)m holy Church Hniverfal. (/) 

That God may keep her continually in his true reli* 
gion. {g) 

That we may be made an holy temple, acceptable unto 
him through Jefus Chrift. {h) 

That all who profefs and call themfelves Chriftians, may 
be led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of 
fpirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteoufnefs of life, {i) 

71. What prayer do you^ on this account ^ put up to our 
Saviour^ to ajjift and prof per the Clergy f 

N 4 O Lord 



fa) 5 S, after Eaftcr* {f) Litany. 

{h\ CoU. St. Michael. (g) 5 S. after Kpiphany. 

{4) Communion-Service. (A > CoU. St. Simon and 

\4) Prayer Ember Week. (t) General Intercel&on, 
i^) CoU, 8t« Simon and Jade* 
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O Lord Jefus Chrift* Vhp at thy firft coming didft fend 
fixy meffenger to prepare thy way before thee : grant that 
|be minifters and ftewards qf thy myfteries may likewifc fo 
prepare and make ready thy way, by turning the hearts of 
the diCobedient to the wifdom of the juft, that at thy fecond 
coming to judge th^ world, we may be fo^d an icceptablo 
people in thy fight, &i\ (i) 

72. For what ends ought Chrijlians to affcmbU and mat 
together? 

' To render ^thanks for the great benefits that* we have 
ireceived at God's hands, to fet forth his moll worthy praife, 
to hear his mod holy word, and to aOc tbofe things \^hich 
are requifite and nec^iTary as well for th^ body as ^t 
foul, {I) 

73. With what words is our Redeemer thera always invoked^ 
and reminded of his promifef (Matu xviii, 19, 20.) 

Almighty God, who hail given us grace at this time with 
one accord to make our comn^on fupplici^^tigas unto thee ; 
^d dbft pronirife, that when two or three are gathered to- 
gether in thy name, thou wilt grant their requefts ; fulfil 
now, O Lord, the defires and petitions of thy fer- 
vants, &c. (m) 

74. What if, at the fame time^ particularly necejjary f. 
To hearken to the Hill voice of the word- With a meeli^ 

Jieart and due reverence, (n) 

To receive It with pure affeftion, and bring forth thcf 
fruits of the Spirit ; whereto we are to implore from otu:. 
^aviour increafe of grace. (0) 

73. Is there a Communion of Saints ? 
• Yes. (pj 

Thfe 

fA) Coll. 3 S. in Advent. («} Prayer at Sea; and Prayer for 

(/j Ex}?ortation in daily Service. Church militant. 

\m) Prayer of St. Chryfoftom, {0) Litany. 

tf} Cr^cd. 
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The clfeS are knit together, (q) 

76. How do wt acknowledge it, with regard\fo the Church 
triumphant? 

We blefs God's holy Name for all his fervants departed 
this life in his faith and fear ; befeeching him to give us 
grace fo to follow their good examples, that with them 
we may be partakers of his heavenly kingdom, [r) 

77. What do you here earnejily beg of the Lord Jefusf 
Make me to be numbered among thy faints in glory 

everlafting. [s) 

78. Is your henevoknce confined to believers, or do y oil pray 
Jot others hefides ? 

That it may pleafe our Saviour* to have mercy upon 
all men. {t) 

That God would have mercy on all Jews, Turks, Infi- 
dels, and Heretics, and take from them all ignorance, 
hardnefs of heart, and contempt of his word, and to fetch 
them home to his flock, that they may be faved among the 
lemnant <A the true Ifraelites, and be made one fold under 
pne Shepherd, {u) 

79. How 

fyy C'oU. AU Saints. (t) Litany, 

(r) Prayer for Church militant. (v) Coll. Good-Friday. 

(j) Tebcum, 

* The Header is to be reminded, that in the main body of the Litany* 
the latter part of the Te l)eumy and one or two of the CoUefls, it is our 
^edtfaioer Jiim^If that is affedionately and devoutly addreflcd. Where 
this is fo, the diftin£lion is therefore obferved. As to the Litany, it is 
at leaft highly orobable, that it is, moft of it, a fupplication to our Lord 
Wttt Chrift ; tor, after the prefatory invocation of the three divine Pcr- 
fons/'he is immediately fpoken to throughout the nine firft petitions, 
nor is there ai^y notice of a chanffeef the objeft afterwards, till the con* 
clufioDr of the proper Litany with the words, Son of God, we befach tfug 
to har us, &c« The title Lord Cid, ufed in the firft iatercei&OQ-clattfe, 
\h ^Q the Gloria in (xcelfis, given to our Saviour* 
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79. How are wefirfi received into CkriJCs holy Oiurchf 
By being balptizcd with water and the Holy Ghoft* {w) 

80. What are v}e baptized into? 

The death of our Saviour Jefus Chrift. {x) 
We are made partakers of his death, {y) 

8 1 . What does the congregation pray^ in behalf of each per* 
fon baptized? 

That our Lord Jefus Chrift would vouchfafe to receiye 
him. (2) 

82. What incident was there in his fufferings, more par- 
ticularly applicable to Baptifm f 

He did fhed out of his moft precious fide both water and 
blood, [a) - . 

83. What are the benefits of this Sacrament^ or the benedic- 
tion of this heavenly wafhing f 

That thing which by nature we cannot have, {b) 

We are delivered from wrath. We recdvfe remiffion* 

ptfms. 

We are regencraled with the Holy Spirit, 

And are received for God's own diildren by adop- 

jUon. {c) 

84. What is fuppofed concerning the baptized perfon from 
f henceforward 9 

That the old Adam in him fliould be fo buried, that the 
new man may be raifed up in him. 

That all carnal afFeftiops fliould die in him, and all 
things belonging to the Spirit (hould live and grow in him. 

Thad as Chrift died and rofe again for him; fo he who 
;s baiAizfed, ftiould die frd^ fmy a^d fife again uAtd ri^- 
teoufneli* 

Thai 

(w) Ofliccof Bnptiim, (a) OlSct of Baptifitt; 

:) Coll. Eafter-Fvc. '. {b) ibid. 

] Office of Baptifm. (c) Office of Bft^ti% 
^f) Baptifm of riper yeari« 
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That he fliould have power and ftrength to have vifbry 
and to triumph againft the devil, the world, and the flefih ; 
and alfo be endued with heavenly virtues. 

That hereafter he fliould not be afliamed to confefs the 
£adth of Chrift crucified, and manfully to fight under his 
banner; and to continue Chrift 's faithful foldierand (er* 
vant unto his life's end. 

That being fteadfaft in faith, joyful through hope, and 
rooted in charity, he fliould fo pafs the waves of this trou* 
blefome world, that finally he may come to the land of 
everlafling life, (d) 

85; Are infants capabU of this rite ? 

Our Saviour Chrift commanded the children to be 
brought unto him, and by his outward gefture and deed 
declared his good-will towards them. We may therefore 
eameftly believe, that he will likewife favourably receive 
infants at prefent, that he will embrace them with the arms 
of his mercy, that he will give unto them theblefTmg of 
eternal life, and make them partakers of his everlafting 
kingdom, {e) 

86. JVfiqtcareJhotddaftcrtvardsbe taken in their educa* 
fionff 

That theymay learn all things, which a Chriftian ought 
to know and believe to his foul's health; and that they 
may be virtuoiifly brought up, to lead a godly and chriftian 

87. What are they to do at Confirmation ? 

Being come to the years of difcretion, tliey ratify and 
confirm, in their own perfons, the promife and vow made 
in their name at their baptifm. {g) 

88. ^ter baptifm^ is ourjlate to be progreffive f 

We 

W) Office of Baptifia, m ibid. 

0) tbi4, l^j Office of ConfipttttioB. 
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We increafc in the holy Spirit more and more, until we 
come to the everlafting kingdom. 

The manifold gifts of grace are increafed in us, the fpirit 
of wifdom and underftanding, the fpirit of counfel and 
ghoftly ftrength, the fpirit of knowledge and true godli- 
nefs, &c. (A) 

We are daily renewed by the holy Spirit, (i) 
' 89. But what if any one, an the contrary, hath fallen from 
the happy condition then obtained 9 

Let him return to Jefus Chrift, who is the merciful re- 
ceiver of all true penitent finners ; afTuring himfelf, that 
he is ready to receive him, and moft willing to pardon 
him, if he come unto him with faithful repentance : if he 
will fubmit himfelf unto him, and from henceforth walk in 
his ways ; if he will take his eafy yoke and light burden 
upon him. 

God would not the death of a Onner, but that he fhould 
ratl^r turn from his fin, and be faved. 

They, whofe confciences by fin are accufed, by his mer- 
ciful pardpn ipay Jje abfolved. {k) 

90. Had the primitiie Church any particular cujlom ir\ 
this cafe ?. . ' 

A godly difcipline. (/) 

91. What fhould we have in remembrance, as an eminent 
injlance, how our Redeemer hath vouchfafed to lay hold of 
to mdmfjt himfelf unto, and change a rebellious heart f 

§t Paul's wonderful converfion. [m) 
: 92. To pafs from baptifm ; what is the other SacramaU 
inflituted by Jefus Chrifl f 

The 



I; 



Office of Confirmation. (I) ibid. • 

Coll. Chriftmas. • {m) Coll. St.,PM 

\k) C^miuation. 
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- Th^ moft comfdrtable Sacrament of his Body aend Blood j 
to be by us received in remembrance oi his meritorious 
Crofs and Paffipn; :{h) , 

He hath inftituted and^ ordained holy myfleries, as 
pledges of his love, and for a continual remembrance of his 
death, to our great and endlefs comfort, [o) 

93. Wherein dothfuch love mqft' emphatically appear ? 

In that he was given not only to die for us, but alfo to 
be our fpiritual food and fullenance in that holy Sacra- 
ment, {p) 

For we, receiving the creatures of bread and wine, ac- 
cording to our Saviour Jefus Chrift's holy inftitution, in 
remembrance of his death and paflion, are made partakers 
of his moft bleffed Body and Blood, {q) 

94. What is the ejffe3 hereof? 

We fo eat the Flefli of Jefus Chrift, and drink his Blood, 
that our finful bodies are made clean by his body, and our 
fouls waflied through his moft precious Blood, and that we 
evermore dwell in him and he in us* (r) 

We are one with Chrift, ^>nd Chrift with us. (s) , 

We are affured, that we are very members incorporate 
in the myftical body of the Son of God, and heirs through 
hope of the everlafting kingdom. 

The Body of our Lord Jefus Chrift, which was given for 
us, and the Blood of our Lord Jefus Chrift, which wa* 

flied 



^n) Firft Exhortation in the Com- 
. mttnion-Senricc. 
(0) Lail Exhortation in the Com- 
munion-Service. 



(p) Firft Exhortation. 

(q) Prayer of Confecratioo. 

!r) Communion^Service* 
s) Laft £xhortatiol^ « 
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filed for us, prefervet our body and foul unto everlaftuig 
life. (/)♦ 

95. Witi whatfcnfe qfourfdves^ do toe apprcaek to ike 
Lord's TabUf 

We do not prefume to come to it trufting in our own 
righteou(hefsy but in his manifold and great mercies. We 
are not worthy fo much as to gather up the crumbs under 
his Table, (u) 

* g6. What is required of men^ before they draw near to 
thisfolemn a3f 

To be religioufly and devoutly difpofed. 

To fearch and examine their own confciences, fand that 
not lightly, and after the manner of diflemblers with God; 
but foj that they may come holy and clean to fuch a hea- 
venly feaft, in the marriage-garment required by God in 
holy Scripture^ {w) 

gj. If any one require further comfort or counfd ? 

By the miniftry of God's holy word, he may receive the 
benefit of abfoIution,t together with ghoIUy counfel and 
advice, (x) 

98. Whai 

it) Communion-Scrvice. (&;} Tirft Exhortatiom 

u) ibid. \^ \x) ibid. 

♦ The Scripture doth declare i 

No drop of blood in thee^ 
But that thou didft not fpare 

To (hed each drop tor me t 
Now let thofe drops moft fwcet 

Moiften my heart fo dry. 
That I (with fin replete) 

May live^ zndjin may die, 

Us it is exprefled in a hymn at the end of fome old editiont of thf 
Common* Prayer-fiook. ) 

-¥ Even when^thir private or fpecial abfolution is not neceflary, yet 
ftill, in the fervice itfelf, before you partake of the Holy Comnmnioo, 
there is always a general one proaouaced by the MixuAer| wbicli every 
contrite heart takes- to itfelft 
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g8, Whai ought our intentions, at the Holy Sacrammtf 
to be tvitk regard to the future f 

^ To fubmit ourfelves wholly to our Saviour's holy will 
and pleafure, [y) 

To offer and prefent unto the Lord ourfelves, our fouls 
andbodiejs, to be, a reafonable, holy, and lively facrifice 
unto him : humbly befeeching him, that all we, who are 
partakers of this holy Communion, may be fulfilled with 
his grace and heavenly benedi3ion» (z) 

99.- What do you eameJUy befeech God for , in your own^ 
behalf and of all them that are admitted into the fellow* 
Jhip of Chriji's religion? 

That vre may efchew tbofe things that are contrary to 
our profellion ; and follow sJl fuch things as are agreeable 
to the fame, {a) 

That both our hearts and bodies may be direfled, fan£li- 
fied and governed in the ways of his laws, and in the 
works of his conutumdments. (b\ 

That we may live a godly,, righteous, and fober life, to 
the glory of his holy nsime. (c} 

ioo» What is recorded of the zed of our Saviour* sfirji 
followers f 

They left all that, they had^ and without delay were 
obedient ^o the calling of Jefus Chrift. (d) 

101. Mention the things to be efchexved andforfdheu^ a$ 
contrary t0. our prqfeffion. 

All vices, (e) 

The leaven o^malice and wickednefs. (/) 

The \wx pomp and glory of the world : And, all covet-* 

out 

f 

{y\ Laft ExhorUtion. {f ) Gcncril Confeffion. 

m Thanklgiving after* Id) Coll. St. Jamca* 



WCoU. 3 S. after Eaftcr. W Coll. InnoccnU. 

W Coll. aftci CommuniQii* \f) 1 S. aftw.fi»ft«r. 
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9US defires of the fame : And, the carnal deCres of the 
flefli. (g) . 

loa. W/uU is the great motive to efchew tkefe things ? 

The Son of God was manifefted, that he might dcftroy 
the works of the devil, and make us the fons of God, and 
lieirs of eternal life- Having this hope, we fliould purify 
ourfelves, even as he is pure. (A) 

1 03. What is, theh^ the general rule of our ChriJHan cowrfe f 
To follow our Saviour Chrifi, and to be made like unto 

him. {i) 

To follow efpecially the example of his patience, and 
great humility, (i) 

104. How are Chrijlians to be affeBei towards the Mejed 
Godhead, with whom we have fuch gracious intercourfe 
through the Redeemer? 

To have a due fenfe of all God's mercies. (/) 
To put their truft in him. (m) 

Perfeftly to love God. (») To love him above all 
things. {0) 

105. Is obedience to Gody in Chrijl^ painful f 

He grafts in our hearts the love of his name, increafes 
in us true religion, nourilhes us with all goodnefs, and of 
his great mercy keeps us in the fame, {p) 

In knowledge of him ftandeth our eternal life, and his 
fcrvice is perfed freedom, {q) 

He maketh us to love that which he doth conmnand. (r) 

He ftirreth up the wills of his faithful people, that they 
may plenteoufly bring forth the fruit of good works, (s) 

106. What 

[A Office of Bai>tifm. (n\ Communion-Service. 

(A) 6 S. after Epiphany. W 6 S. afur Trinity. 

f f ) Office of Baptifm. fe) 7 S. after Trinity. 

lk\ S. before £after. \a) ad CoU. Morning-Service. 

(/; General Thankfgivinf, tr) 14 S. after Trinty. 

(n}VUitationo^lheSicfc. . (^} s^ Sf tf ter Trioity. 
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106.. What Abfiinence and Sobriety ou^ ChriJUans to oh^ 
ferve^ each with regard to his ownfelf? 

Such, that their flefh being fubdued to the Spirit, they 
may ever obey his godly motions in righteoufnefs and true 
holinefs. (t) 

We fliould continually mortify all our evil and corrupt 
afie£lions. («) * ^ 

Withfland all temptations, {w) 

107. Is there danger in evil thoughts ? 
They hurt the foul, {x) 

108. What is the bejl refuge againjl them? 

To pray to him, who feeth that we have no power of 
ourfelves to help ourfelves, to keep us. {y) 
To pray : Make clean our hearts within us. (2) 

109. What does the go/pel furnijh us zvith f 
Wholefome medicines, whereby all the difeafes of our 

fouls may be healed, {a) 

110. How are Chrijlians to be difpofed^ and to aS to* 
wards their Neighbour in general-? 

With Truth and Juftice. (b) ^ * 

Brothcrly-kindnefs and charity, (c) 
Whatfoever we would that men fhould do unto us, even 
fo Ihould we do unto them, (d) : * 

111. If you happen to have injured any body f , 

I am to make reftitution and fatisfa£Uon, according to 
the uttermoft of my power, [e) 

112. How are you to be difpofed towards enemies and 
perfecutors f 

O To 

't) 1 S. in Lent, (a) Coll. St. Luke. 

'«) Office of Baptifm. ]bS Prayer for Parliament. 



^) 18 S. i 
») a S. in 
y] ibid. 



. after Trinity. \c\ Office 5th November. 

(«) 2 S. in Lent. fd) Offertory. 



\tj Firft Exhortation before the 
(2) Morning-Prayer, Holy Commuaion. 
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To forgiTC them, (/) 

To love and blefs them, (g) 

113. Haw did the M ariftian Martyn behave m thu 

He prayed to the bleffed Jefus for his murderers, (h) 

114. mai do you ajk of the fame Lord Jefus, tu fc- 
half of aU that are in hodUy danger, neceJJUy, or trUmlatum t 

That they may be fuccoured, helped, and comfomd. (ij 

115. Ought you not yourfelf likewif: to help to dl> xvhat 
you thus wi(h may be done f i_ 1 • . 1. 

Whofo hath this world's goods, and teeth his brodier 
have need, and fcutteth up his compaflion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him ? 

Thofe who are rich in this world, ou^ to be ready to 
l^ve, and glad to diftribute. 

I fliauld be merciful after my power, even if I have but 

Ilk If^hat do you afh in behalf of Juch, zohaarefpiri- 

tually objeas of pity ^ r j i. 1 

That it may pleafe our good Saviour to comlort and help 
the weak-hearted, and to raife up them that fall, and finally 
to heat down Satan under our feet (/) 

117. For what purpofes does God probng oiir days t 
That we may live untoliim, and be mftnmients of his 

glory, by ferving him CaiUifuUy, and doing good m our 
generation, (m) 

That we may do all fuch good works, as he hath prepar- 
ed for us to walk in through Jefus Chrift our Lord, (n) 

118. Whai requejl therefore do his children conJtanUy 

pvf 

JclfttS i'-SionoftheSiclu 

jilmH' ^^ . (»/commuoiou.Swi^ 

(4 Litany, 
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fui up^ as oji as he hathfafdy brought them to the begit^ 
ning of a Dayf 

That he would defend them ia the fame with his mighty 
power, and jgrant that that day they may fall into no fin, 
neither run into any kind of danger ; but that all their do- 
ings may be ordered by his governance, to do alvrays that 
is righteous in his fight, {o) 

119. Is there alfo a Morning-pet^on, qfUke meaning^ 
to the Lordjefusf 

Day by day we magnify thee ; 

And we worfhip thy name ever world without end. 

Vouchfafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without fin* 

O IjOtA, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us« 
O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us, as our truft is in 
thee. 

OLord, in thee have I trufied; let me never be con- 
founded, [p) 

120. And what do they requejt every Night, agreeably 
to Chrip.*s promife f John xiv. 27. 

That peace, which the world cannot give, {q) 

121. Is pardon of defeSs, at aH times^ a necejfary in* 
gredknt in this peace? 

Faithful people befeech the Lord to grant them panfon 
and peace, that they may be cleanfed froih all their fins, 
and ferve him with a quiet mind, {r) 

They intreat our bleffed Saviour, to forgive them all 
their fins, negligences, "and ignorances ; and to endue 
them with the grace of his holy Spirit, to acaend their lives 
according to his holy word, {s) 

The conceit of any tiling that is good in us, muft not 
O 2 withdraw 

(0) 3d C«n. Morning-Prtyer. (t) si S. a£m TDriaiftyf ' 

U)TiDimii. ' (ij litany. 

{f) ad CoU, Evening-Prayer, 
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withdraw our eyes from looking upon ourJ[elvcs as finful 
duft and alhes. t) - 

122. Are Chfijiians, by the divine mfdom, placed at 
^rejent in dij)crent EJiatcs and Callings? 

Yes. {u) 

123. Therefore, to the end the whole body of the Church 
may be Janilifiedf what fupplicatipns and prayers do you 
bjjer before God for all efiates of men therein ? 

' That every member of the fame, in his vocation and 
miniftry, may truly and godly ferve him. [w) 

12'4. ]Vhofe authority hath the King? 

God's, [x] ■ 

' 125. JVkai is your irdtrcejjion in relation to him? 

That God may fo rule his heart, that he may above al^I 
things feek his honour and glory : and that w.e and all his 
fubjefts may faithfully ferve^ honour, and humbly obey 
him, in God, and for God, according to his bleffed word 
and ordinance, {y) , 

126. Under what amiable notion^ do you implore- our 
Jjjrd's grace. for the Magijirates? 

That they are to execute juitice, and to maintain 
truth, (z) 

127. iVhat is to be thought of holy Matrimony ? 

It is an honourable eflate, inllitute^ of God in the time 
^f man's innocency. (a) 
.128. How is. It to be enterprized and taken, in hand? 
* Not uoadvifedly, lightly,, or wantonly, to fati^fy men^s 
carnal lulls and appetites, like brute beafts that have no un« 

derltandmg; 

(i) Office 30th January. (y) ibid, 

(v) Coll. GoocU^riday. . (z) Liutny 

(to) ibid. (a) O^cc of Matrimony* 

(x) Coll. for the King in the Conv^ 
aunioA-Servicc. 
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derftaoding : but reverently, difcreetly, advifedly, foberly, 
-and in the fcfar of God. (b) - 

* 129. Why, in the Jirjl place, was, it ordained? 

For the procreation of children, to be brought up in the 
fear and nixrture of the Lord, andto the praife of his holy 
Name, {c) 

130. What had the divine mercy in view at the fame time f 
A remedy ag^nft fin ; and the mutual fociety, help, and 

comfort, that the one ought to have of the other, both in 
profperity and adverfity. (d) 

131. But what is the greatejl honour of matrimony ? 

' This ftate is confecrat^d to fuch an excellent myftery, 
Chat in it is fignified and reprefented the fpiritual marriage 
and unity betwixt Chrift and his church, {e) 
' 132. What are therefore the refpeSive duties of hufbands 
and wives ? 

The man muft love his wife according to God's wonJ, 
(as Chrift did love his fpoufe the church who gave himfelf 
for it, loving and cherifliing it as his own flefli :j and the 
woman muft be loving and amiable, faithful and obedient 
to her huft)and, and in all quietnefs, fobriety and peace, 
be a follower of holy and godly matrons. (/} 

133- What is to be wifhed,for both together? 

That God would pour upon them the riches of his grace 
fanftify and blefs them, . that they may pleafe hiip both in 
body and foul, {g)* 

. O 3 134. What 

(h) Office of Matrimony. U) ibid, 

{c) ibid, (f) ibid. 

(d) ibid. . (g) ibid. 

* At to the ^in^lt.'^WhcrewithaiJkall a young Man (or Woman) clcanfi 
his (or htr) way ? 

Even by ruling him (or her.) fclf after God's Word. Pfa, cix. o. fli| 
Gdd's word, fee particulwlvi X«4< ii. $«• I P(t^ v. 4* 8 Tin* «, ^<^ 
I Qr, vii. 34.^ 
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134. What duty is incumbeni on Heads of Families f 

To order their own lives, and the lives of their £amulles, 
according to the doQrine of Chrift. (A)f 

135. Amidft all our ufe of koneft indujlry and labours 
what are tve always chiefly to look up to ^ and thank^far 
our otUivard SuJUnance f 

God's heavenly benediftlon. (t) 

His gift it is, that the earth is fruitful, Qc. (i) 

He holdeth our fouls in life. (/) 

136. Sinu God is the Lord of life and deaths and of aO 
things to them pertaining^ as youth, Jlrength, healthy age^ 
weaknefi andficknefs; what are weto fuppofe^ when Jich- 
nefs isfent unto usf 

£ither that it is to try our patience, for an example tx^ 
others, and that our faith may be found in the day of the 
Lord laudable, glorious and honourable, to the increafe 
of glory andendlefs felicity ; or elfe, that it is fent unto us^ 
to correft and amend in us whatfoever doth offend the eyoi 
of our heavenly father^ {m) 

137. What art toe always to dof 

Truly to repent us of our fins, and to bear our ficknefi 
patiently, trufting in God's mercy for Jefus Chrift's {^ke. 

To pray, that the more the outward man decayeth, we 
may be ftrengthened fo much the more continually with 
grace and the holy Spirit in the inner man. (n) 

183. Haw ought we to look upon AffliSHons in general? 

There 



fh) Form of ord. Deacons. (/) Prayers at Sea. 

i) Prayer in Time of Dearth. (m) Vifitation of tl 

(^} i^l (n) ibid. 



f Devout filiging ia recoounendcd in (xriTaU houfes, fbf tbeif fOdlv 
folice' and comtort ; laving apart all ungodly ibng • and balUdSf wbic« 
tend only to the nouriming of vice, and corrupting of youth. Titie ^ 
tht Singing Pfalm. Family-Prayer is, ftill much more, prefuppofed. 
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Thert (hould be no greater pkafure to Chr ftiin perfont 
th to be made like unto Chrift, by fufiering patiently 
adrcrfities, and tmubles. For he himfclf went not up to 
joy, but firft he fuffered pain, (o) 

1 39. Is the Mmt and Support of our dear Redeemer necef- 
Jary in all Cafes^ that attend our exijlejue ? 

In all time of our tribulation : in all time of our wealth ; 
in the hour of death ; and in the day of judgment, {p) 

1 What muft be done for the Soul^ when it ts to depart 
the body? 

It muft be waflied in the blood of that immaculate Lamb, 
that was (Iain to take away the fins of the world ; that 
whatfoever defileiiient it may have contrafted in the midft 
of this miierable and naughty world, through the lulls of 
the flefli, or the wiles of Satan, being purged and done 
away, kmay'beprefented pure and without fpot before 
Goi (g) 

141. What humble and penitential Jlghs does a man there^ 
fore often fend up to Jefus Chrifi f 

In the midft of life I am in death : of whom may I feek 
for fuccour but of diee, O Lord, who for my fins art juft- 
lydifpleaftd? 

Yet, O Lord God moft holy, O Lord moft mighty, O 
holy and moft merciful Saviour, deliver me not into die 
bitter pains of eternal death. 

Thou knoweft. Lord, the fecrets of my heart ; fliut not 
thy merciful ears to my prayers ; but fpare me, Lord moft 
holy, O God moft mighty, O holy and merciful Saviour, 
t moft worthy Judg^ eternal ! fiiffer me not at my laft 
hour for any pains of death to b\\ from thee, (r) 

O 4 142. Ani 



(0) Vifitation of the Sick* (q) Vifitation of the Sick« 
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142. And what comfort do we Uarn, in this refpe3, from 
the injlanu of his firfi Martyr St. Stephen ? 

That ke, the bleffed Jefus, ftandeth at the right hand of 
God to fuccour us. (j) 

143. Can a man have his pardon fure^ before he gottk 
hence f 

Sealed in heaven, {i) 

144. In whofe hands are we ? 

In the hands of a faithful Creator, and moft merciful 
Saviour. («) 

145. And how do tbe finally obtain eoerlqfting Ufii - - 
By mercy, (w) 

146. Whither do the fotds of them thatjktp in the Lord 
Jefus, go? 

Jnto heavenly habitations, {x) 

The fouls of the faithful, after they are delivered from 
the burden of the flefli, are in joy and felicity, {y) 

J 47. ^And mth what perfrnfioii dp we dnter the bodies of 
fuch ? 

In fure and certain hope of the refurreftion to eternal 
life, through our Lord Jefus Clirift, who fliall change our 
vile body, that it may be like unto his glorious body. (2) 

148. What privilege is before^hand ehfurek to true believers 
in Ckrijl? ' 

Whofoeyer believeth in him fliall live, though he die ; 
and whofoever iiveth and believeth in him, fliall not die 
eternally, (a) 

149. To conclude; that you may know theft things the 
better i what are you specially to do^f ' 

To 

(s) Coll. St. Stephen. (x) Vifitationof theSick. 

(t) Vifitationof the Sidk. (y) Office of BuritU 

\u) ibid. (z) ibid, 

(ut) Coll. after the Cgmpiunica, (a) ibid. 
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To hear Sermons, (b)^ 

150. And what ought you humbly to thani God for, tu 
long as you live f 

That he hath vouchfafed to call me to the knowledge of 
his grace, and faith in him. May he increafe this know- 
ledge, and confirm this faith in me evermore ! (c) 

l^) Office o£ Baptifm. (c) ihid, 

* The meant of grace difpenfed by your Paftor, and duly to be im^ 
proved, are alone mentioned : Not as excluding otherwife, the benefit 
which alfo accrues from reading of the Bible ; at well ai even in the 
|Qtefcourfe of all true Ghriftiani one with the oth^r. 
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SOME 

EX T R A C T & 

OUT OF TH£ 

HOMILIES. 



X-iVERY Member of the Church e?/ England has^ more^ 
over, the Thirty-nine Articles, and the Homilies, for his 
guide. Becaufe thtfe may not he in every body's hands : 
what is their general Senfe, in relation to the ground of 
our hope and Salvation, as alfo a Chrijlian Ufe^ you may 
fee the following pajages.* 

In the holy Scriptures find we Cbrift ; in Chrift find we " 
God. Horn, for Rogation-week, Part Q. 

As by him he wrought all the world, and that is contain- 
ed therein : fo by him only and wholly, would he have 
^11 things reftored again, ibidf 

In ourfelves, as of ourfelves', we find nothing whereby 
we may be delivered from this miferable captivity, into the 
which we are caft, through the envy of the devil, by 
breaking God*s commandment in our firft parent Adam* 

We 

♦ Next to the Articles and Homilies, arc the Writings of worthy 
Divines of the Church oi England ^ Bp. ^/Z, Bp. Btwn4^^ fte. 
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We are all become unclean : but we all are not able to 
cleanfe ourfelvej. Horn, of the Mifery ofMan^ P. 2. 

We have neither faith, charity, hope, patience, chaftity, 
nor any thing elfe that good is, but of God : and therefore 
thefe virtues be called the fruits of the Holy Ghoft, and 
not the fruits of man. ibid. 

Every man, of neceffity, is conflrained4o feck for ano- 
ther righteoufnefs of j unification, to be received at God's 
•wn hands ; that is to fay, the forgivnels of his fins and 
trefpafTes. Bom. of the Salvation of Mankind. P. 1. 

Paul declareth nothing upon the behalf of Man concem-i 
ing his juftification, but only a true and lively faith ; which 
neverthelefs is the gift of Grpd, and not man's only work 
without God. ibid. 

(And yet that faith doth not (hut out repentance, hope* 
love, dread and the fear of God, to be joined with faith in 
every man that is jullified : but it fliutteth them out from 
the office of juftifying ; fo that although they be all prefent 
together in him that is jullified, yet they juftify not all to- 
gether. Neither doth faith Ihut out the juftice of our good 
works neceflariry to be done afterwards of duty towards 
God ; for we are moft boundcn to ferve God in doing 
good deeds, conmianded by him in his holy Scripture, all 
the days of our life : but it excludeth them fo, that we may 
not do them to this intent, to be made juft by doing of 
them. For all the good works that we can do, be imper- 
feft, and therefore xiot able to deferye our juftifica- 
UonO ibid^ 

ThereforQ 
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Therefore we mull truft only in God^s mercy, and that 
Sacrifice which our High Priefl: and Saviour Chrift Jefus 
the Son of God once offered for us upon the Crofs to ob- 
tain thereby God's grace and remiflion, as well of our 
original fin in baptifin, as of all aftual fin committed by us 
after our baptifin, if we truly repent and turn unfeignedly 
to him again, ibid. P. 2. 

If we chance at any time, through frailty of the flelh, to 
fall into fin ; and if we feel the heavy burden thereof to 
prefs our fouls, tormenting us with the fear of death, hell, 
and damnation ; let us then ufe that mean, which God hath 
appointed in his word, to wit, the mean of faith, which is 
the only inflrument of falvation now. left unto us. Let us 
fteadfaftly behold Chrift crucified with the eye .of our 
heart. 2^. Horn, of the PaJJion. 

For, as St. John Baptift — did put the people from him, 
Sfhd appointed them unto Chrift, faying thus unto them, 
Behold yonder is the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the .fins of the world : even fo, as great and godly a virtue 
?is the lively faith is, yet it putteth us from itfelf, and remit- 
teth or appointeth us unto Chrift, . for to have by him re- 
miflion of our fms or juftification. So that our faith in 
Chrift (as it were) faith unto us : " It is not I that take 
** away your fins, but it is Chrift only, and to him only I 
•* fend you for that purpofe." Horn.' of Sdvation. P. 2. 

The necefTuy of our falvation did require ftich a Media- 
tor and Saviour, as, under one perfon, fliould be a partaker 
pf both natures. It was requifite, he fliould be a man ; it 
^as alfo requifite he fliould be God. Horn, of the Nativity. 
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In that he did hunger and thirft, eat and drink, fl^^p and 
Wake ; in that he preached his gofpel to the people ; in that 
he wept and forrowed for Jerufalem ; in that he paid tri- 
bute for himfelf and Peter ; in that he died and fuflPered 
death : what other thing did he elfe declare, but only this, 

that he was perfeft man as we are ? As touching his 

Manhood he faith. The Father is greater tha^ I am. ibid* 

In that he forgave (ins, in that he wrought miracles, in 
that he did call out devils, in that iie healed men with his 
only word, in that he knew the thoughts of men's hearts, 
in that he had the feas at his commandment, in that he 
walked on the water, in that he rofe from death to life, in 
that he afcended into heaven, and fo fprtli : what other 
thing did he fliew therein, but only that he was perfeft 
God» co-equal with* the Father as touching his Deity ? 
Therefore he faith. The Father and I are one ; which is to 
be underftood of his Godhead, ibid. 

Let us behold the end of his coming, fo (hall we per- 
ceive what great commodity and profit his Nativity hath 
brought unto us miferable and finful creatures, ibid. 

All men univerfatly, in Adaiii, were nothing elfe but a 
wicked and crooked generation, rotten and corrupt trees, 
llony ground full of brambles and briers, loft fheep, prodi- 
gal fons, naughty unprofitable fervants, unrighteous 
ftewards, workers of iniquity, the brood of adders, fitting 
in darknefs and in the fliadow of death : to be fliort, no- 
thing elfe but the children of perdition and inheritors of 
hell-fire. But after Chrift was once come down from hea- 
ven, and had taken our frail nature upon hini, he made all 
them, that would receive him truly, and believe his word, 
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good trees, and good ground, fruitful and pleafantbrandves, 
children of light, citizens of heaven, flieep of his fold, 
members of his body, heirs of his kingdom, his true friends 
and brethren, fweet and lively bread, the ele£l and chofeu 
people of God. ibid. 

He became poor, to make us rich ; vile, to make us 
precious ; fubjeS to death, to make us live for ever. ibid. 

He alfo became man, that we thereby might receive the 
greater comfort; as welfin our prayers, as alfo in our ad- 
verfity ; confidering with ourfelves, that we have a Media- 
tor that is true man as we are, who alfo is touched with 
our infirmities, and was tempted even in like fort as we 
are. ibid* 

Therefore let us not forget the exceeding great love of 
our Lord and Savipur, let us'not fhew ourfelves unmind- 
ful or unthankful toward him : but let us love him, fear 
him, obey him, and ferve him.— •— Chrift is the light, let 
us receive the light ; Chrift is the truth, |et us believe the 

truth ; Chrift is the way, let us follow the way. -As for 

fin, the flefh, the world, and the devil, whofe fervants and 
bond-flaves we were before Chrift's coming, let us utterly 
caft them off and defy them. ibid. 

It fliould not become us— to fyflFer the time to pafs with- 
out any meditation and remembrance of that excellent 
work of our redemption, wrought through the great mercy 
and charity of our Saviour Jefus Chrift for us wretched 
finners. For if a mortal man's deed, done tp the behoof of 
the comnaon wealth, be . had in remembr^ce of us, with 
thank« for the benefit and profit which wq regcive thi;reby • 

how 
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Jiow much mor^ readily fhouW vre have in moaoory this 
excellent aft and benefit of Chrift*s de^th ? Homi Jqt 
Good-Friday. 

So much the more doth Chrift's kindnefs appear unto 
us, in that it pleafed him to deliver (diveft) hi(nfelf of all 
his goodly honour, which he was equally in with his Fa- 
ther in heayen, and to come down into this vale of rqifery, 
to be macje mortal man, and tp \^ in the flate of a mQft low 
fervant, ferving us for our wealth and profit ; us, I fey^ 
which were his fworn enemies, which had renounced his 
holy law and conimandments, and followed the lufts and 
finful pleafures of our corrupt ftature. And yet did Chrift 
put hjmfelf between God's deferved wrath and our fin, and 
rent that obligation wherein we were in danger tp God, 
and paid our debt, ibid* 

He thought it not enough to fpare himfelf, and to fend 
his angel to do this deed, bu,t he would do it himfelf, that 
he might do it the better, vid make it the more peifefl: re- 
demption. He w<*s nothing moved with the intolerable 
pains th^t he fuffered in the whole courfe of his long 
Paflion, to repent him thus to do good to his enemies ; but; 
he opened his heart for us, and tiefi^wod Iwnfclf wholly 
fortheranfon^ingpf us. i^d* 

No p^in did be refufe to fuflfer in his own body, th?^ he 
might deliver us .from pain everlafting* His pleaf^re it 
was, thus to do for ns ; we defeicved it not- 0^. 

Here \y^have much mgflre caufe to bewail ourfelves, thai; 
we w^e theca\^fe qf his death, than to cry out of the ma.« 
lice said Cfi^hy of th$.Jews» wlw^lin puirJNd him to hi^ 
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death. We did the deeds, wherefore he vras thus flrickeil 
and wounded ; they were only the minifters of our wicked* 
nefs. ibid. 

Canft thou think of this, O finfu! man, and not tremble 
within thyfelf ? canft thou hear it quietly, without remorfc 
of confcience and forrow of heart ? Did Chrift fuffer his. 
paflion for thee, and wilt thou fliew no compaffion to* 
wards him ? While Chrift was yet hanging on the crofs, 
and giving up the ghoft, the Scripture witneffeth that the 
vail of the temple did rend in twain, and the earth did 
quake, that the ftones clave afunder, that the graves did 
open, and the dead bodies rife ; and {hall the heart of man 
be nothing moved, to iremember how grievouQy and cruel- 
ly he was handled of the Jews for our fins ? Shall manihew 
himfelf to be more hard-hearted than ftones, to have lefs 
compaffion than dead bodies? Call to mind, O finful 
Creature, and fet before thine eyes Chrift crucified. Think, 
thou feeft his body ftretched out in length upon the crofs, 
his head crowned with (harp thorns, and his hands and his 
feet pierced with nails, his heart opened with a long fpear, 
his flefti rent and torn with whips, his brows fweating wa- 
ter and blood. Think, thou heareft him now crying in an 
intolerable agony to his Father, and faying. My God, my 
God, why haft thou forfaken me ? Couldft thou behold 
this woful fight, or hear this mournful voice, without tears, 
confidering that he fufFered alLthis, not for any defert of 
his own, but only for the grievoufnefs of thy fins ? O, that 
mankind ftiould put the everlafting Son of God to fo much 
pains ! O, that we fhould be the occafion of his death, and 
the only caufe of his condemnation! May we not juftly cry : 
Wo worth the time that ever we finned ! O my brethren, 
let this image of Chrift crucified be always printed in our 
hearts! 2d Horn, of the Pqffion. Let 
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Let us therefore now open oar hearts agsun to him» and 
ftudy in our lives to be thankful to fuch a Lord, and ever- 
more to be mindful of fuch a benefit. Yea, let us take up 
our crols with Chrift, and follow hinu Horn, for Good^ 

Friday. 

We fliould likewife cairto mind the great examples of 
charity, which Chrift {hewed in his PafEon, if we will 
fruitfully remiember his paflion : Such charity and love 
fliould we bear one to another, if we will be the true fer*' 
yants of Chrift. iHd. 

Efpecially, who can now confider the grievous debt of 
fin, which could not otherwife be paid but by the death of 
an Innocent, and will not hate fin in his heart ?....No man 
can fay that he loveth Chrift, and have his great . enemy^ 
fin I mean, the author of his death, familiar and in friend* 
fliip with him. ibid* 

No tongue is able to exprefs the worthinefs of this fb 
precious a death. For in this fbndeth the continual par^ 
don of our daily offences; in this refteth our jufUfication, 
in this we be allowed, in this is purchafed the everlafiing 
health of all our fouls....,.No doubt, all our thoughu and 
deeds were of no value, if th^ were not allowed in the 
merits of Chrift 's death, ibid. 

To this our Saviour and Mediator, hath God the Father 
given the power of heaven and earth, and the whole jurit 
di6lion and authority, to diftribute hit foods and gifts* 
Horn, for Rogation-W^ukn P. 3% 
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If therefore, it be fe, that we need one to mtreafc for oi; 
why may we not content ourfelves with tfast one Mediator, 
which is at the right hand of God the Father, and there 
TiTcih for ever to make imcrceffion for us ? As the blood 
of Chrift did redeem us on the crofs, and cleanfe us from 
our fins : even fo it is now able to fave all them that comc^ 
unto God by it. Horn, concerning Prayer. J?. 2.^ 

But let us meekly call upon that iKmntiful Spirit, the 
Holy Ohoft,if^hich procoedcth from our Father <rf mercy, 
and from our Mediator Chrift^ that he would aflift us, amd 
infpire us with his prefence, that in him we may be able 
to hear the goodnefs (^ God declared unto us to o«r iidva* 
tion. For without his lively and fecret infpiration,, can we 
not fo much as fpeak the name of our Mediator. Horn 
for Ragatton-Weei. P. 3. 

A quick or lively faith is not only the common bdief of 
the articles of our faith^ but it is alfo a true truft and con« 
fidence of the inercy of God through our Lord Jeftu 
Chrift, and a fteadfaft hope of a^l good things to be receiv- 
ed at God's hand ; arid that althou^ we^ thro^h infirmity 
or teiiiptalion of 6ur ghoftly enemy, do &rU from him by fiii, 
yet, if we return again to him by\rue repentnice, that he 
will forgive and forget our ofiences for bis Son's kht our 
Saviour Jefus Chrift^ and will make us inh^toifs with him 
of his everlafting kingdom ; and that in the mean time, 
unftil that kin^dm cpme, he Will be our protefior and de- 
lender in all penis and dangers, whatfoever do dance; and 
that tbough fometimes he doth fcaid Usiharp.adverfity, yet 
that evermore he will be a loving Father onto us, corre£l« 
ing us for our fin, but not withdrawing his mercy finall|" 
from us, if we truft in Vim and commit ourfelves wholly 
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0816 faiiDy hang only Upon him and call upon hkn, ready 
to obey and ferve him* Horn, of Faith. P. u 

After that we are baptized or juftified^ our office is not 
to pafs the time of this prefent life unfhiitfully and idly; 
much lefs is it our office, after that we be once made 
Chrift's members, to live contrary to the fame, making 
ourfelves members of the devil, walking after his entice^ 
ments, and after the fuggeftions of the world and the flelb, 
whereby we know that we do ferve the world and the 
devil, and not God. Horn, of Salvation. P. 3* 

The Apoftle declareth^ that our bodies are the members 
of Chrift.....What greater difhonour or injury can we do 
to Chrift, than to take away from him the members of his 
body, and to join them to whores, devils and wicked fpiritsP 
Let us therefore confider, firft, the glory of Chrift ; then 
our eftate, our dignity and freedom, wherein God hath fet 
us by giving us his Holy Spirit ; and let us valiantly de« 
fimd die fame againft Satan and all his crafty aflaults, that 
Ghrift may be honoured, and that we lofe not our liberty 
or freedom, but ftill remain in one fpirit with him* 
Horn, mgair^ Adultery. P. £. 

What an unkindnefs fhould it be, where our Saviour 
Chrift df his mercy is come to us to dwell with us as our 
gueft, to drive him from US| and to banifli him violently 
out of our fouls, and inftead of him, in whom is all grace 
and virtue, to receive the ungracious fpirit of the devil, the 
founder of all naughtinefs and mifchief ? Horn, of M4 
RtfurreQum* 
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On the (Contrary, if we be nbt defperate perfons, and auf 
heai ts harder than flone$» the great and merciful benefits of 
God move us to render ourfelves linto him wholly, with 
all our wills, hearts, mi|;ht, and power, to ferve him in all 
good deeds, obeying his commandments during our lives, 
to feek in all things his glory and honour, not our fenfuai 
pleafures and vain glory^ evermore dreading willingly to 
offend fuch a merciful God and loving Redeemer in word» 
thought, ordeedi And the faid benefits of God, deeply, 
confidered, move us for his fake, alfo to be ever ready to 
give ourfelves to our neighbours, and, as much as lieth in 
its, to ftudy with all our endeavour to do good to every 
man. Horn, of Salvation* P- 3. 

Wherefore, as you have any zeal to the right and pure 
honouring of God, as you have any regard for your OMm 
foUls arid to the life that is to come, which is botb^thout 
pain and without end, apply yourfelves chiefly, above all 
thing^^ to read and hear God's word; mark diligently 
therein what his will i you ihall do, and with all youren« 
deavour apply yourfelves to follow the fame. Firft, you 
inuft have an affured faith in God, and give yourfelves 
wholly unto him ; love him in profperity and adverfity^ 
and dread to offend him evermore. Then for his fake, 
iove all men, friends and foes, becaufe they be his tfeation 
end image, and redeemed by Chrift as ye are. Caft in 
your minds how you may do good unto all men, unto 
your powers, and huit no man. Obey all your Superiors 
and Governors ; ferVe your mafters diligently, a$ well in 
their abfence as in their prefcnce, not for dread of puni{h« 
Inent only^ but for confcience fake, knowing that you are 
bound fo to do by God's commandments. Difobey not 
)rour fathers and mothers, but honour them» help them« 
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dnd pleaTe them to your power, Opprefs not, kill not, 
beat not; neither flander, nor hate any man : but love all 
men, fpeak well of all men, help and fuccour every man 
as you may, yea even your enemies that hate you, that 
fpeak evil of. you and that do hurt you. , Take no man's 
goods; nor covet your neighbour's goods wrongfully: 
but content yourfclves with that which ye get truly; and 
alfo beftow your own goods charitably as need and cafe re- 
quireth» Flee all idolatry, witchcraft and perjury. Com- 
mit no manner of adultery, fornication, or other unchafte- 
nefs in Will or in deed, &c. Hom^ of good JVorks. P. 3. 

Know withal,, that the fruits of faith, charitable and 
godly motions, they proceed only of the Holy Ghoft, 
who is the only worker of our fanflification, and maketh. 
us new men in Chrift Jefus. Ham. on Whitfunday. P. 1, 

' The true, lively and Chriftian Faith therefore is no dead 
vain or unfruitful thing ; but a thing of perfeft virtue, of 
wonderful operation or working, and firength, bringing 
forth all good motions and good works. Horn, of Faith, 
P. 2. 

In all good men that heretofore have been, faith brought 
forth their good works, and obtained the promifes of 
God. ibid. 

• Their trull was fo much in God, that they fet but little 
by any worldly thing. Hid. 

For feveral caufes be all mortal men which be given to 

the love of this world, both in fear, and ftate of death, 

through fin, as the holy Apofte faith, fo long as they live 
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here in this world. (Heb* ti. 14, 15.) But, eyorlaftinf 
thanks be to Almighty God, there is never a one of aU 
thefe caufes, no nor yet them altogether, that can niake a 
true Chriftian man afraid to die, who is the very member 
c^Chrift, the temple of the Holy Qhoft, the Son of God, 
and the very inheritor of the everlailing kingdom of hea^ 
ven; but plainly contrary, he conceiveth great and many 
caufes, undoubtedly grounded upon the in&llible aadever« 
tailing truth of the word of God, which move him not 
only to put away the fear of bodily death, but alio, for the 
maniSDld benefits which enfue unto every faithful perfon 
by reafon of the fame, to wifli, defire, and long heartily for 
it. Horn, againjl the fear of Death. P. 1. 

To be at home with God and our Saviour Chrift. ibU. 
P. 2. 

If thou doubteft of to great wealth and felicity that is 
wrought for thee, O man, call to thy mind, that Uierefore 
baft thou received into thine own poffeffion the everlafting 
Verity our Saviour Jefus Chrift, to confirm to thy con- 
fcience the truth of all this matter. Thou haft received 
him, if in true faitb and repentance of heart tliou haft re- 
ceived him : if, in purpofe of amendment, thoii haft re- 
ceived him for an everlafting gage and pledge of thy falva. 
tion. Thou haft received his body, which was once bro* 
|cen, and his blood which was flied for the remiflion of thy 
fin. Thou haft received his body, to have within thee the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, for to dwell with 
thee, to endow thee with grace, to ftrengtheii thee againft 
thine enemies, and to comfort thee wiUi their prefence. 
Thou haft received his body, to endow thee with everlafting 
rigbteoufnefs, to affure thee of everbfting blifs, and life ol 
thy foul. HomofthcRefurreSian. .4 
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A Thankjgivittg after the receiving of the lor(Ps Supper. 

The Lord be thanked for his gifts 
And mercies jevermore. (3c 

The hfimble Suit of a Sinner. 
O Lord, on whom do I depend* &c* 

The Lamentation. 
O Lord, in thee is all my truft, &c» 

[See thefe, and other pious Hymns, at the £nd of yonr Common Pray- 
* er-Bopk,3 

The peace of Grod which pafleth all underftanding, keep 
our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God 
and of his Son Jefus Chrift our Lord ; and the blefling of 
Qod Almighty, the Father^ the Son, and the Holy Ohoft, 
ke amongft us, and remain with us always. 
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LETTERS, ec. 



A Letter of the Rev. Mr. Gambold iq tfae Rev. Mr. W» 
Dear Sir, 



I 



AM really at a Ipb what to write, which is ftrang^, as 
I am writing to one I fo particularly love ; but the office 
of direSing, which you are fo kind as to inveft me with, 
makes me blulh ; and indeed I think whoever will under« 
take to do it in fuch matters, can but play the empiric: 
not but that as you obferve, one mm may be made the in* 
ilrument of comfort to another; but then *tis only by 
throwing out fome thoughts agreeable to truth in the heap, 
perfe£Uy ignorant which of them will and ought to hit: 
and not as the fyftematic adept imagines or intends by vir^ 

tuc of fome precife arrangement he gives them. 

) ■ . .>. , • • 

What induced me to fay fomething like an exhorter, 
(which I am fatfsfied you do not take amifs^ but only I 
myfelf am embarrafled how to go on in it) was a fimilarity 
which I apprehended betwixt the turn of your mind through 
nature and education, and my own ; which made me ima* 
giae, that if I defcribed my own rcafonings, my own ob. 
• ' ftacles, 
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fticles, and \ny 'of furmounting them, I fliould find yotr 
loo thereabouts, and we fliouId move the cheerfuller in 
company. The likenefs which I fuppofe, confifts in the 
following particulars, all of them to our difadvantage com- 
pared with other people. 

ift. A fet of ideas, cad in an artificial mould of learning. 
Not to reprefent the incumbrance in any worfe light, I 
will only fay fo much, that all the aphorifms of learning, 
and even of theplogical, have their excejlence chiefly on 
the negative fide. They excellently guard againft abufes, 
and fet the needful bounds to a mind which is perverfe and 
extravagant; they yield indeed an incentive fometimes 
powerful, becaufe paying its court to the bureau under- 
ftanding and paflions, but for that very reafon alfo clumfy, 
to that which is the vital point. But when they pretend 
to defcribq and circumfcribe that, I mean the procefs of 
falvation, then the words of any one who has but a good, 
heart and common fenfe, are generally more complete than 
thofe of a finiflied Divine, and tally better with the un- 
fearehable divine ceconomy. For our logic does only 
pare and fquare the ftbnes to fet well in our own build- 
ing; andnn a higher view, fometimes pares them too much, 
or on the wrong fide. 

fidly. A difpofition more pru4pnt than afiive, proceed- 
ing more by deliberation, than by the impulfe of a fudden 
warmth. In human life this is the more fafe, though lefs 
thriving coipplexion; but in fpirituals it has this incon- 
veniency, that it checks the motions of grace, by begin- 
ning a fcrutiny on the firll overtures thereof (being 
accuftomed to do fo in all other matters) with an under- 
iUndin^ certainly too earthly and narrow to pafs a pi:oper 

judgment 
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judgment here : while people who have been more nfed t« 
yield themfelves up to an impetus hurrying them without 
curious examination, and have, perhaps, where that impetus 
was a falfe one, often fmarted for it, are, however, on the 
other hand, by virtue of the fame difpofition, brought much 
fooner and eafier to the point which grace aims at. This 
-veffel is brought up to the harbour in one tide, whereas 
ours muft wait feveral. Tlie neceffary degree of fcrutiny 
is only to fee or rather feel whether the impulfe is fpeci- 
€cally right, and fomething divine, and then we are to 
follow it, without further diffefting it a priori ; for under 
that operation it will only evaporate and die. What hurt in 
all the world can there be in following it (imply ? It only 
leads us to trull in a Redeemer, to rejoice in his love, take 
hold of his ftrength, &c. things which in their nature can- 
jiot be wrong for any individual, and fo there is no need 
of that demur and jealous criticifm which may very juftly 
be placed as door keeper to the Tallies of fanaticifm, which 
is quite another thing, as it affeds our neighbour, and tends 
to fubvert the order of fociety. 

gdly* A nice fenfe of equity and fitnefs. This is a good 
prompter to what is right in human affairs ; though even 
then it is apt to exert itfelf chiefly on oiit of the way 
points ; fuch as efcape the notice of a vulgar tafte ; and 
what the vulgar moral fenfe or tafte is ftruck and feels itfelf 
conftrained to (which are, however, the more fubftantial 
duties) about thrfe the more refined tafte is filent, they 
being no fubjeSs to refine upon, and fo gives but a very 
cold exhortatibn thereto. But Iri the affair between us and 
our Saviour, a great delicacy in theTentiments of equity and 
fitnefs may do us much mifchief, when we confult it as 
mafier of the ceremonies in our firft admiilion to and in^ 

tcrvicw 
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leiview with hiioL For we muft tihtn irenture on foiMw 
thing which might feem monflrout and exceflive, {hocking, 
and unjuft, fomewhal like a lick beggar's reeling againft 
his prince, if he happens to ftand next him in the fireet, 
and fpuing all over his flioes, becaufe he cannot help it ; 
fomewhat like a fiarving perfon's fnatching at a loaf of 
biead and eating it, though he knows il^is not his, and that 
be never bought;it. Our Saviour himfelf has much to do to 
encourage evM a plain man to accept of the pardon and 
indulgence, the intereft in him, and all the rich &vours fa^ 
then confers on him ; for even he is ready to think they 
don't belong to him, and that his benefisiflkor firetches the 
covenant of grace too far; nay if it did not appear fo to 
the perfon himfelf, but he could for ^ npioment imagine liim^ 
felf qualified, though it were but the qualification of a diii 
tepentance, &c. this would be an abfolute difqualification. 
But a man who is full of the notions of equity and fitnefs, 
is however moil of all on a wrong fcent ; for he of cburfe 
contradi6ls his Saviour's love, until he diinks it can jufily 
be extended towards him^ and alas ! as foon as he is able to 
think it juftly can, it muft and will be no more extended,... 
We muft, dierefore, confent to have a ehafm madfe for once 
in our fuppofed chain of equity and fitnefs, and as down- 
right finners receive a treatment the very reverfe of what 
rationally is due to us. Afterwards our utmoft delicacy 
concerning equity may again revive, and {hew itfelf, in die 
fidelity of bur attention and obedience to our deliveror, 
after we have once tailed his pardoning love. 

Thefe oblbcles of nature's education I have often fished 
under with refpe£l to myfelf, and imagining I knew where 
the {hoe pinched in your cafe alfo, I advifed the moft artlefs^ 
dirc£l and confident laying hold of the fcripture declaration^ 

without 
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without the ceremony and circuitions of a man o( learn* 
ing aiid a man of prudence, or a man of decorum, bilt 
limply as a plain man (for that one is after all) who wants 
for his own foul to experience the manifeftation of redeem* 
ing grace. The words of our Saviour and has ApolUes 
which I fa?d we are to take quite (imply (and there will be 
room for both you and me to^ do fo i^^ a^ itiore) d^ 
fach as tfaefe* *' Come unto me a^l y« that labour midve 
" heavy laden and I will giv^ you reft. Him theit cometh 
" unto mc I will in no wife caft cwlt. Ife that bcflievedk 
*' fliall not come into c^j^fdemnation, itti is pafled from 
*' death unto life* If thoil eanft believe, sdl Ihini^^cl poi^ 
'* fible to him that believeth. My grace is fuScient for 
'* thee, for ray ftr^nglh is made perfoft in thy weakneft. 
** This is a faithful faying that Jefus Chrift came int^ the 
" world to fave finners, of whom I am the chief," &c. 8cc^ 

I believe you Vrill fearce any nsore ]^ nie 6ti ex^laiftiflg 
what is to.be done in tbi» grand al^r. Ovtt Saviour hiia* 
felf is nearer to us, kinder arid more in^igible than any 
other man can be. You fee that to anrotd uttdertakitfg Mi^ 
I have run into a fort of fatire on fciedces and compte^ions, 
and ufed any evsifion I could iirv^ht. Y^t cme thing I 
. might perhaps dov if it Would beotany life I could re- 
late a little hiftorically how it has gone with me, my owh 
turnings and windings, though this be what I do not much 
cboofe, and ihdeed it would be nothing diSerent^ only fed- 
ler smd lefs edifying than what you read fpecimen^ eneu^ 
of in the Brethren's hymn-book, &c* Bu* now I think 
of it, what need I refef you to any thing after the Bible btft 
oMTindal? 

lam^ &c. 

J. G. 
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Bxtnft of a Letter from the tlev. j. Gambold to 
W. F— . Efqn 1754. 

Dear Sir, 

X PERCEIVE m you a general condefcenfion, which is 
alfo fincere. I mean the tranfition into fuch a new tafie and 
way of thinking, as will do you no credit in the eye of 
human wifdom, and where you certainly have not confer^ 
red with flefh and blood. I cannot but wi(h you fuQcefs in 
this track; for I know it admits of what is juftly called 
fuccefs« and fo glorious a one, as will fuflBciently confute 
the imputation of fooliflmefs, the beginnings laboured un- 
4er in this world. 

There is a mighty difpute now between us and the 
world about us; which (hall pafs for the wifeft, ppfleffed 
ef the beft fenfe and judgment, &c. I really believe, accor- 
^g to their ftandard, they will always be.fuperior to us; 
Our advantage lies only in this, (which every onel>efides 
is welcome to (hare with us as foon as he pleafesj that we 
linow that foundation, more durable than the pillars of the 
earth, the propitiation and death of Jefus, and its both com- 
forting and fan£tifying power. We have no other fyftem 
or fcheme, but to be honeft to this principle, honeft to 
poflefs it, and honeft to live accordingly, and reduce it to 
praSice. v May we but prove fteadfaft and faithful to this, 
and we will not capitulate what weather we ihall pafs thro' : 
cloudy flues are to be expetled, and are but right in the 
courfe of the hufbandman's year, and even the dying of the 
grain in the earth, covered and forgotten, is no prejudice 
to iu yielding arcrop in clue thne. All we have to mind 
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in one generation, is to do as the Pfalmift fays, carry 
precious feed, that will be found fuch, when every coat is 

ftripped off of it, and the inmoft contents difplayed But 

whither do I run out ? My bufinefs was only, &c. &c. 

From your fincejrely affectionate^ 

J. G. 



The Rev. J. G. to E. V, Efq, 
-Good Sir, 



w, 



HAT have you thought of me all this long time P 
A long time to defer giving myfelf the honour, and (if I 
have any principle of gratitude in me) the eafe of writing 
to you ! I am driven defperately to wiih, that you might 
not have thought of me at all ; (ince I muft needs appear^ 
if any kind of reflexion is fpent upon me, deferving of 
the moll fevere. ' '\|^hat if I have been, fince yoti faw me, 
moftly penfive and deje£led, furrounded with folitude, 
ficknefs and filence, n6t gathering ftrength like the heroes 
from rich circumftances, but Uke vulgar minds contracting 
an abjeClnefs, that blunts every finer fentiment, and damps 
every nobler ardor of the foul ? Yet was there no genial 
hour, no gay interval, in which the kindly moral heat did 
again thrill thro* my foul, and enable me both duly to feel 
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my obligations to you and (what I think a pity t6 do, ^- 
cept in fifcb intervals) e^ichangea few ideas with you. 'Ti^ 
a pity, I fay, in the kaft to fully or interrupt that eafy 
and forely cfccerfulnefs of youth, (which may you long 
prefcrve) with aity afflatus from darker and Iburer minds. 
For this rcafon, I thought, when I wrote to you, I would 
however oddly, turn a patron for cheerfulnefs. I would^ 
fummon all the lightfome images I was mafter of, and re- 
call, if poffible, fome of thofe agreeable fenfations, which 
youth, foonblafted with grief and thought, had produced 
in myfelf ; the paradifiacal bloom that did then, to the 
frefli and innocent imagination, dwell on the whole face of 
things ; the foft and folemn delight that even a balmy air, 
a funny landfkip, the beauties of the vegetable world, hilU 
and vales, a brook or a pebUe did then exciie. And fure 
there is fomething myfterioufiy great and noble in the firft 
years of our life ; (which being my notion, you wiH not be 
otfended that I fpeak to you, a young man, more as youngs 
than as man, for the former implies fomething very happy^ 
and the latter fomething very miferable*) If the celellial 
fpheres, by a reguliaurity of their circulations, are faid to 
make mufic ; much better may we afErm it of the mo- 
tions of ahimaT-nature within us, in tho{e years of health 
and vivacity, when the tide of life keeps at its full height, 
nor alters its courfe for petty ob(lru£lions. The foul is 
hot like an intelligence lifiening to hi^fphere ; her har- 
mony fprihg^ within her own being; and is but the com- 
|>riring of all the inferiot powers to give her pleafure, 
while £he, by a foft enchantment^ is tied down to her 
throne of fenfe^ where &e receives their homages. Tis 
true, indeed, to a brave mind^ the'grofler gratifications 
ariim^frora the body,, are not muah^ But youth has fome- 
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diifig, 'Whicli even fuch minds muft needs enjoy and culti- 
vate, and can fcarce fupport their heroifm without, and 
that is, a fine ftate of our whble machine, fuitable for all 
the delicacy and dignity both of thought and moral deport* 
meht. 

Thefe blooming graces, thefe teh^ fhoots of pm*e nature 
I was going to defcribe, but alas ! the fatumine bias of m^ 
foul carries me aiiothcr way. I muft tell you, (what I am 
better acquainted with) how a chilling froft, called time and 
truth, experience and the circle of human life, will fliortly 
iill 6r wither all thefe beautiei, arid with them our very 
brighteftexpeftations in this world. For, will the loftinefs 
of yout fJEJeculations, the generpfity of your fpirit, the 
ftrength and luftte of your perfonal and focial charaflter be 
die fame, \i^hen your blood ceafes to flow as it no^ does, 
^he'n the imagination is cold, and the wheels of nature 
AoVe with harflinefs and pain ? Will again the fubordi-^ 
liatt perfeSiom t6 thefd, the gaiety and fwcetnefs of temper^' 
the fignificiancy of afpe5a,i the enforcement of wit, the in- 
cjcplicable rays of foul that recommend all you do, abide 
v^ith you, wheii- the bddy begins to deceive you? But 
What aAi I ddirtg ? Have I begun to carry the charge of 
vanity eVen a]giihtt thofe higher goods 6f life, knowledge, 
and ftiendflii^ ;. Which' arc the refuge of die beff, and the 
Veneration of aill rii^h^ Friehdfhip is a facred inclofure in 
life, whete this bravift foiils mbet together, to defy and re- 
fine updii the coihhibn' lot. Dif^iHl at this vain and fulleu 
vrorid, and the overHoWinj^s of a ftit)ng, ferene mind, lead 
theih tii tfiis Uhidri. itit how Will it anfwer ? To fay no* 
^thirij^ of our friends, will hot the finking of otir own hearts 
Kyow the ^riw)us tenor of ftienfiHip, Waft the frtdtsof 
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ii to US ? Did we ufe fo tittle aSe3ation in making a 
ii iend, that we need none to keep him ? Muil not we be 
always upon the ftretch in fome minute cautions and 
indu dries, in order to content tliat tender afie£lion we 
would have in our friend ? Can we make our love to him 
vifible, amidft the referve and abfl:ra3ion of a penlive 
mind ? In our fanguine hours do we not afTume too much, 
and in our melancholy, think ourfelves defpifed ? Natural- 
ly, the end and pleafure of friendfliip is,, to have an ad* 
roirer; will our friendfhip then lofc nothing, when 
humility comes to fearch it? Knowledge is fo great a good 
in the eyes of man, tliat it can rival friendlhip, and moft 
other enjoyments at once. Some have fequeilred them* 
felves from all fociety in order to purfue it. But whofbever 
you be that are to be made happy by knowledge, reflefl 
firfi on your changes of opinion. It was fome cafual en* 
counter in life, or fome turn of complexion, that bid you 
delight, in fuch or fuch opinions : And they will both 
change together; you need but run the circle of all your 
feveral tempers, to fee every notion, every view of things 
that now warms, and tranfports you, cooled and reduced. 
Tlus revolution in his fentiments, a man comes at laH evea 
to expe6l ; is a fool to himfelf, and depends upon none o£ 
them. Refleft next upon the fliortnefs of your difcoveries* 
Some points of great importance to us, we defpair of de* 
ciding. How little is the mind fatisfied in the common. 
road; yet how it trembles in leaving it ! There feems to 
be a certain critical period or boundary fet to every man's 
underftanding, to which when it comes, it is ftruck back 
and recoils upon iifelf. As a bird, that has fled to the ut- 
moft of its ftrength, muft drop down upon whatever 
ground is under it ; fo the mind henceforth will not be 
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able to ftrike out any new thought, but muft fub&ft on the 
ftock of fonncr conclufions, and {land to them however 
defeftive. Refleft, laftly, on the impertinence of your 
thinking. Life is fomething elfe than thought, why then 
do we turn life into it ? He that does fo, fliall feel the 
pain of breaking in upon nature ; the mind will devour and 
4X)nfume itfelf for want of outward employment. It will 
alfo enlarge its capiicity of prevarication and applying falf 
colours to things. Little does the warm Theorift think, 
that he is not to be pcrfefted by any of his fine fchemes, 
but by a coolnefs to them all. The utmoft. end he can at- 
tain by theory, is to revere and be refigned to God ; and 
that a poor mechanic does as well» perhaps better than he. 

But enough of this. I fliould afk pardon for the tediouf- 
nefs of my epiftle, if it had not greater faults that needed 
your candour, (though faults that perhaps you looked for 
in me) the pedantry of a didaftic manner of writing, and 
that upon the old topic of the vanity of all human or 
worldly attainments. From what motive I chofe this fub- 
jeft, I know not, unlefs it be an infirmity like that of fome 
old people, who feem impatient'to have young perfons like 
themfelves before the time : And to what end I know not; 
though you will kindly fuppofe, that in the way 'of my 
fun6lion, I am difparaging earthly goods and perfe6lions 
to you, that you may (not leave off a moderate application 
to them, for that is neither poflible nor rational, but only). 
foek for true fatisfa£lion elfewbere, by a hearty fenfe and 
fincere praftice of religion. For the worM paffeth away, 
and the.defires, advantages and ideas thereof, but he that 
doth ttie will o£ God abideth for ever. 

QS My 
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}jiy T^oA hearty rtfpe£)fi to a faouly, to yfhich I ^qi etcr« 
nally obliged : to Mrs. V. Mi& V. SpQ^ Not fbrs^ttia^ 
Mr. D. 

I am, Sir» 

Your fincete humble fervanf, 

Stanton-Harcourt, 
near Oxford, 
April 3cl. 1740, 



Three X^tters from thp Rev. h/lx. Q^A^^o,Ln to a i<afly.. 
Madam, 



I 



AM upder gre2^ obli^tions tq your god3 family, ^ni 
even therefore you may command me Mihcneverl can be of 
the leaft fpr\'icp to you. ' I beHeve your turning your 
thoughts as ypu do, towards the grei^teft.and moft valuable 
concern that c^n polfibly be, can nev^be thought amifs by 
your worthy relations, and tbqt they would even approve- 
ojf the fubftance o£ what I {ay. 'Ti&certanly rirfit for eve- 
ry one, being come to years of i^ftstSion, to confider the 
end for which h^ was, mdule, and hpw his exiftence may be 
rendered fpiritually and eteoaally happy. And this is apl 
to prefent itfelf, at firft, not only as an important, but ex- 
ce^ng difficult matter : ^d(h indeed it would have'been^ 
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had not the mercy and faithfulnefs 5f oar Redeemer bc^n 
fo great, and his merits lb effe&ual for us his poor creatures. 
Separately from him, how cduld.we ever think to raife 
ourfelves to the divine favour, or to reftify our nature, 
heart, and life. 

The notion of a very laborious, hazardous and trouble- 
fome race, in order to gain eternal happinefs, would be but 
juft, if we confidered only what our make and fubftance is, 
and what <Jod and eternity are ; but God be praifed, we 
need not, ought not, to confider ihtjt alone ; becaufe we 
have a Mediator. He has taken the great burden and dif- 
ficulty upon himielf ; has in his own body borne and atoned 
for all our fins upon the crofs, is intent now upon faving 
every foul Uiat does not refufe his help, and purfues this 
work ia us as diligently, tenderly, and conftantly as if it 
was his own affair. He himfelf has undertaken to renew 
and lanftify, and to bring us to glory ; and the yery fitft 
thought we have about fuch things, was dsuted into us by 
him, and he will not reft till he briogs it to its accomplifh- 
ment. When we therefore at any time are ferioufly and 
rdigioufly difpoled, we ought to think it proceeds from 
this, that we have now a call and invitation from Jelus 
Chrift our dear Lord, whooncebled and died for us, ilands 
at pre&at in perlbn before our hearty and touches them 
with his grace ; aod if we onlyxefign ourfelves to him, and 
fnffer ourfdves io be inw^ly inftru&ed about the great 
myftery of his dying love, and the application of his 
powerful merits and atonement to omt own foul, we ihall 
ioo% experience a peace which pailes all underftandi^g, 
and a clofeand evedafting union with him. Our chriftian 
jltfe through alt its fteps, will afterwards be guided and 
iupported by his faithful care, becaufe we belong to him 
Q 4 as 
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^members of his body, and his refreflimg communica^k 
tiont of himfelf to our heart will fweeten it all in fuch a 
manner, at thofe can never imagine, who look only at the 
work and talks that are to be done, and have not yet con- 
verfed in fpirit with their Redeemer, received pardon «id 
comfort from his own mouth, and confented and ventured 
to live in and by him for the future. They are fcripture 
expreffions, that we live by faith in him ; that we aiv 
found in him, not having our own righteoufnefs which is 
of the law, but the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith ; 
that his peace and love rule in our hearts ; that we are 
walhed in his blood, made children of God by adoption^ 
and fealed with the holy Spirit of promife. Nor are they 
mere exprefljons, but they are accordingly experienced by 
thofe who give credit to the word of God, and to the fweet 
intimations of grace which men may feel fometimes in 
their own hearts. For at fuch times, as I faid before, we 
are properly invited and drawn by him our invifible Friend 
into a clofe union and alliance with himfelf, through the 
forgivenefs of fins in his blood ; arid this fame gracious at- 
tachment of our hearts to him, is the very fubftance of our 
converfion and falvation, and brings all other graces, vir- 
tues, and endowments along with it And this I think is 

the greateft error of the prefent age, that when people are 
endeavouring to be good and religious, they do not at the 
fame time fix their eyes fufficiently upon the Lamb of God, 
himfelf; who died foV them, and is now waiting to blefs 
them in a higher manner than they imagine. You fee 
what is the chief advice I now can give you, and I need 
add no more now, but recommend you to his grace, which 
IdonVdoubt you will rhore and more apply to him for. 
As you are defirous of reading fome book that may be 
helpful to you, and would have me recommend fuch a one, 

I know 
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1 know of none that is likely to furnifli more feafonabte 
thoughts to you (after the fcripture itfelfj than a little book 
that has been publiflied here fome time ago, under the title 
of Sixteen Difcourfes on the fecond Part of the Creed 
concerning Jefus Chrift our Lord, preached at Berlin : It 
is fold by Mr. Beecroft in Lombard-ftreet. 

I now conclude as, &c. 

J. G. 

1752- •■ 



TOTHESAME. 

Madam, 

JL HAVE now been a long time in your debt, but I am very 
well afTured that the want of a few poor lines from me has 
been no detriment to you, fince we all abfolutely depend 
upon a divine invifible inilru£lor, who has certainly been 
nigh to you ; he alone makes the perfonal, powerful, and 
emphatical application to the heart, of thofe great fcrip- 
ture doftrines, the general truth of which 'tis our duty to 
inculcate on one another, but which you however have fo 
good a conception of, that there feems to need no further 
inculcation. For you are convinced that our Saviour's pre- 
cious blood is fuflicientto wafh away all guilt and mifery in 
general, yea to entitle and feal us Uato everlafting happi- 
nefs. You have alfo, you fay, fome diftant hope that 
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Chrlft 15 your Saviour, and thb becaufc he died for the un- 
godly. We can indeed lay claim to hitn upon no other 
bouom^ but his great and known love to finners. This is 
whut I alfo ground my hope upon, and find it an inexpref- 
fibly fweet confideration, that fuch miferable creatures, as 
we arc, can now be as kindly embraced by fovereign mercy, 
as if we had done nothing- amifs, and what we loath and 
abhor oarfelves for, inclines him only to pity, inftead of 
puniDiing ; and the more remarkably to help, hallow, and 
glorify. Praifed for ever be that atonement and blood- 
Ihedding of our Mediator, which hath wrought fuch a 
change in our ftate. You may very juftly think therefore, 
that he is your Saviour, becaufe he is indeed the Savicur 
of the whole human race, as foon as they are in diftrefs 
and cry to hirau But befides this, I think you may difcover 
tokens of his particular love to you, in that he has found 
accefs to your heart fo early, and notwithftanding all im- 
pediments : and in that he has led your meditations t« the 
mod neceffary, wholefome, and life-giving fubjeft, whkh 
fo QMity other miiids even otfaerwife IJMriaus. are unhappily 
diverted Ifowu HeiH:e although I firnaiy believe, as already 
toetUiQQed, thai none are on God's part excluded from 
foercy, JHtt tbat the door of falvation is open to all, yet 
itippofittg the cafe were fo, thai but a few were ele£led, 
fvhidb ts iadeed true in iorut iemi^ only *tis a falie con- 
cUifion, that tberef<Mre none of the reft can or will arrive 
Mttienai happioeft] you woiild however ftUl hav« the beft 
aea£on tibatZ know of to conclude that your iUdeeener had 
m quite cfpccitjJ tegtoA for you, in that he* has i^veii you a 
Arep fimfe of his tqinwat ami dyiag tavc ; and 4 perfuafion 
ofche great efficacy aShis cro&'j wttxhsx this betog the 
mofk valuable a^id heavenly lig^t thai caa be conveyed to 
itfiy Toul in this world, and the fweet criterion of real grace. 

Go 
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Oo on tlBCPefor^ in this pa^, iook^coaftaatly to »idmak4^ 
ufe of your kind and Euthfiul Saviour once fiain for you, 
believifig that he \yill keep you in his hand&an4 prote&ioa 
till you axge where he is. Bui you make one objedion 
a^nft your qwn joy of futb.....'' Should not I be alfo 
*' fan£Hfied ? I do not &fid^ I am Aiffieiently,*' I cannot 
fiippofe thi» opcFation of grace is wholly wanting in yott, 
you yourfelf will set fay it ia ; 2mA it is in its nature a 
progrejjivt thing, increafing as oijr confidence towards our 
Saviour, and our experience in his ways increafe. To 
defcribe it in (hort, there is, as foon as our paft (ins are for- 
given through the blood of Jefus, an abhorrence direflly 
of all evil for the future, and an ardent defire of living ac- 
cording to his will and word, eftabliihed in our hearts as a 
general principle : we can knowingly confent to, or take 
delight in no corrupt fuggeftion any more : and befides 
this, as foon as we know a thing to be (inful, we have now 
immediately (though we had not formerly) a fund of pgrw* 
er through redeeming grace to refift, yea, authority to 
crufb it: and on the contrary ftrength to a£):as becc^fs 
members of Cfarift. A cheerful belief of this, anci evcQ 
taking it for granted^ ii a ^Feat help to our finding it fo, 
and alfo diat we, infteswi of fome timorous and melancholy 
fcrupulofity, cherifii rather an intelligent and loving faith* 
&;ilnefs of behavionr, a juft (Nfcernmentof what may be 
pleafing or diffples^ng, &ttable or unfuitable to our dear 
Lord, who bimfelf once Iiv«d a holy liie upon earth, and 
yet had a real human body about him like ours^ and felt alt 
the common fenfatioas incident i^ereto^ only in an inno* 
cent and gulldefs mamier. This we ftould aMb defire, and 
mxf indeed afttaio it niore and more ^fthou^ we are never 
cic»mi4ete) by a childlike' \«ialkiag voth our Deliverer in the 
odour and comfort of his menu. But h^owever even 
' where 
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where we fall Jhort, yea, though we fliould fpy many dc- 
fcfts in ourfelvcs every day, we have leave ftill to claim 
his propitiation afrelh» to pour out our heart before him, 
and obtain counfel and help, and, inftcad of being difcourag- 
ed, to enter rather into more Eimiliarity and particular con- 
yerfe with him, and take fafter hold of him, by occafion 
9f faults we have been made fenfible of. He is always 
tender-hearted and compaflionate, and will not call us off. 
I am, &c. 

J. G. 



TO THE SAME. 
Madam, . * 

yV HEN -I re?d your letter, it puts me in mind of the 

time when I was myfelf folitary, anxious to come up to^ 

the defcription given of a Chriaian, and to obtain a cer-. 

tainty for my heart, and without any friend in the mean 

while to advife with. This may fecm a hard fituation, but 

m reality it is not ; for our dear Saviour is at fuch a time 

very near, and feeds us with bis hidden manna, teaches us 

lyifdom fecretly, even the wifdom of believing in him 

with our whole heart: nor would the intermeddling ot 

any one elfe be of much fervice. There muft unavoidably. 

be enigmatical things in the work of grace, and falvation 

^t a foul, and thefe enigmatical problems muft be power-. 

fuliy folved tp e^ch in parucwly from above, nor caa one 

tell 
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tell the other the folution. The chief help we can be of 
to each other is by barely teftifying fimply, faying it is true ; 
pra6lically and literally true ; and on that ground recom- 
mending it, for one another's confolation. For indeed if 
I know a neighbour who taftes evangelical happinefs, and 
know (by ever fo few inftances 1 have beard from his 
own mouthj through what do£lrine or {general inftrument 
he became fo happy, then I know in effeft as much as I 
caii learn from him for my purpofe, fince'tis always fome 
general do6lrine or general inftrument on which all de- 
pends, and not any particular or minute prefcriptions. The 
general doflrine itfelf may be and certainly is enigmatical, 
tS^l it is cleared up to us by the holy Spirit, who gives us 
aftrong light, fweet feeling, and courage in relation to fuch 
great gofpel truths (fometimes by occafion of a fermon we 
hear, or a book we read, and fometimes when we are alone 
without either) fo that we can venture upon them with our 
whole weight ; and believe them fulfilled to us and in us : 
and the main point being thus clear and palpable to our 
hearts, it enables us to be our own cafuifts and counfellors 
as to every thing dfe. What is now the great pointy the 
great truth which can make us happy, and which brings 
fuch a train c^ folid felicities after it as are beyond defcrip- 

tion ? I need not tell you you know it very well : It is 

the meritorious death of our Lord Jefus Chrift, through 
which and faitbtherein, we have pardon and righteoufnefs, 
firength and fan&ification, and <f\^(eet comfort by the daily 
loving converfation of our heart with him over and above. 
li I need «ot 'tell you this, what need 1 tell you? 
Perhaps the method how to attain faith. There is 
no method but only being poor and needy..,.. Perhaps 
how to proceed in the adjufting of your outwswd circum- 
fiances; where and how to fpend your time, &c. This I 

cannot 
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cannot advlfe in paitiaikr, but I ndmr think tiiat Spirit 
of power, of love, and of a fotuid mind, Which our Loxd Je« 
fi» Chrift win give yon^ by £iitb and the knowle^x>f him- 
k\U ^'M tnftrufl you in the right tinie abont all yon aic to 
do or dmit : but ftill furdy the prinoipal tUng is, diredly 
and without any nior6 aido, to iatraat hiih for yoor Aare 
of grace, peace, and life^ and to be wafhed in his blood and 
inwardly umted to him% fa to all other Aings I can gjive 
you no oAktr rule for yoM proceedings in the interim, but 
to d6 asneahrasyou oan«aso&6r reKgious perfens do, and 
not to be toio forward to any eg^raordinary ft^. Your 
p » a 6>» oal mderftafoding, aft hinted ikeady, wiU: inci^eafe of 
itfelf. Therefore I can fpeak of nodiiiqr. to you (at leaft at 
prefent) but the general {objeA of the heart, that fuflferin^ 
Sariour who has fliewn foitittch love, andpfx>hiiled us fo 
many Ueffingt^ and into whofe kin||;dom doai aihis we are 
invited by th^ Gofpel to come to htm fo fubflarttidly, that 
we can henceforth live, diore, and h»^6 our b^iiig in hiih>, 
who waflied airay our fins. Thua I cannot foe your direc* 
tor ; but one diiiq^ I can do, I can rejoice With yoir that 
CfOft SlRTioar vottchfefea to work upoaslnd^lead you by his 
grace, and alfo tint he has' appointed your to belong to fo 
well difpbfcd a ftaniiy ift^fetieral; Aik I thiokf of with 
j^klfute, and rentam, Skcx 



TJie. 
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The follawiiig Letter was written about tlie year 1737» td 
a lludious young Lady. 



iAatdoLmi, 



I 



WILL no more fjJeak againft reading, fince, as you 
fay, yoa take pleafure in nothing elfe in the world ; for I 
cannot deny, but I ftiould be glad myfelf to have fome ob- 
jeft of pfeafurc in the world ; fomething, whether great or 
mean, I do not care, fo it be innocent, that might be a re- 
lief to my weary mind. In the fituation I am in, not yet 
admitted to the glorious comforts of faith, and yet fick of 
the burden of corrupt nature, a nature pretty long and 
nicely examined into, and difcovered (let me affume fo 
much, to myfelf, for it is all I can pretend to) it feems ne- 
ceflary fometimes to fet afide the dejefting profpeft (tho' 
not to fet it quite out of fight, which indeed I cannot) by 
fome amufement, however low. The lower it is, thd 
fitter for me,^ till faith in Chrift raifes me from fpirituat 
darknefs and death. Then I would hope for fuch folid 
coiifolation, as may well fupercede the poor amufementi 
and deiights of the natural man. Thus I readily permit 
you to go to a book, as I myfelf do fometimes, to divert 
and deceive a heavy heart. Suppofe after pouring out 
your grief in prayer, and fettling your judgment and will, 
as well as you can ; by meditation you fliould then endea- 
vour to forget yourfelf over a book of hiftory or travels. 
But perhaps I mifiake you all this while ; it is no amufe- 
Inent, but fome intelleflfual attainments you feek. Indeed^ 
by fuch humble, religious reading, as is only ufied to awaken, 
direa* afciid comfort yoti in a devotional way, your mind 

and 
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mnd heart will be bettered, and that everlaftingly. But if 
ydu fuppofe, il will be a.future, or even a prefent folid ad- 
vantage to your mirld, to be well furnilhed with feveral 
points of knowledge in a phllofophical way, I am afraid 
you will be difappointed. But is it not found, you will 
fay, that fuch an employment of the mind deadens the 
fenfes and paffions, and lifts us above this world; that it 
makes us moire cheerful and humane ? 'Tis true, wheii a 
man*s ruling paflion is philofophy, or the love of fcience, 
like every other ruling paffion, it fwallows up the lefler 
paffions. And this it would do, it will have the fame effe£l, 
whatever the darling fcience be, whether metaphyflcs, mo- 
rality, heraldry, riding the great horfe, &c. For even 
thofe fclences, that are built on the eternal and neceffary 
relation of th'mgs (except where they immediately direft 
praftice ; and there every plain man is equally animated 
and elated with them, only without the quaint tefms) are 
no more perfeftive of the mind, than the moft trifling ones 
are, when a man is but equally animated and elated with 
them. There is no more difference between the greatnefs 
of foul, the abftraftion from the fenfes, and the cheerful- 
uefs and humanity acquired by difcuffing fome grand 
queilion of metaphy fics, than that which is acquired by any 
other application of the mind (fuppofe in finding out the 
bed form of a hunter's horn, and the manner of blowing it, 
of the method of flying up to the moon, or in fearching for 
the old Roman caufeway) than there is between the heat 
acquired by walking in St. James's park, and the heat you 
g^tby walking as fwiftlyonany other ground. Walking pa 
whatever ground will produce heat ; and eagemefs in pur- 
fuing whatever kind of knowledge, will create an indiffe- 
rence and difpaflionatenefs, as to other things ; a loftinefs 
of mind, in proportion to the value you fet \ipon your 

attainments. 
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attaiiimehts together whh fiith eiljoy merit and ^ood 
hunlour^ freeheartednefs, and humanity. But then thU 
will continue (wliich is worft of all) no longer thaii 
you are purfuing knowledge; When yoij have attain- 
ed it, all is over ; it no longer delights you, and cdnfequenU 
ly no longer infpires you with excellence of temper. 
It is here, as in hunting, all the t)leafure lifes ill the chace, 
and as fome fay, it is in courtfliip, men are ftrangely in- 
fpired while they ire purfuing, but the rapture is over^ 
.-when they have attained. Yea, we are fb diferigaged and 
alienated from our late darling fpeculatibns, that we cannot 
help ftarting after a new one. There is iio fiichJiimber in 
the world as our laft yearns notions, which ydt, in their 
day, were wonderfully fine and delightful. The finiit of 
the tree of knowledge will not help : it is pl^afant enough^ 
when you firft pliick it ; but if yoU pretend to lay it up, it 
will rot. The learned man is juft as hippy iii his ftock of 
notions, as a gardener in a heap df bid rotten apples. So 
you would find it, if the learned would biit be fincere. The 
man who has difcovered, as far as human thought can go^ 
the manner how the world was created, and hoW it fliall be 
reftored, the nature of the human foul, and its ftate after 
death ; and gratified the age with the brighteft fcenes of 
contemplation ; when he has done, what is he the better ? 
When the heat of thinking is oVer* will his heart be found 
in any better or nobler condition than other mens ? Un- 
lefs fome by^reafons engage him ftill to his old fpecula« ' 
tions, (or the refpcft paid him upon that acrcdUht by the 
world, and by his juniof s) will not he donfefs, that he is ne- 
ver the happier for them. Will not he prefel: plain com- 
moh fenfe, before all fuch fubtleties ? And unkfs con* 
fcience reftrain him r (for knowledge will not reftrain him, 
yea it is well if it does not very moch weaken the poweir 
R of 
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of cpnfcicncc itfclf) will not he, 9&e;r all, be « pxon^Q feek 
comfort in a heap of money, or in love, ayid a bottle, iif 
another man ? Alas, alas ! under the greateft acqcunplilb* 
ments of the head, the heart remains juft as it was: This 
is very true, though it docs not prefently app^r fo t^ uj. 
I cannot therefore agree to that fine-Platopical iniwuar 
tion — *' That as much as we hav^ of truth, fo much we 
have of Goc}." At that rate, if we had a fufficient number 
of notions and problems, and were on the right fide of the 
quellion in all of them, it would fwell up. at laft to a be^^ 
tific vifion. No,' no; nor introduce us to that vifion nd- 
ther. There is indeed,, one truth that can. do this, a truth 
that will make us free ; but this is only the ti^e koQwinir 
and receiving of Jefus Chrii. 

I have f^idTnore upon this fubjeQ thim I ddigned, I muft 
thereft xe b^ fp muqh tb^ fhorter upon the other poims 
tQuched in y ouf. l^t^. I am, very glad, that your d^ai^aoor 
(which was never hard upon any on^ before, but. by being 
fpfightly) i$ foftened ftill more and nK>re, even tow^rdii 
gainfayers. There are two ways for it to bcfo, by virtue 
of your feeding? One ii while you et^joy yourfelf in the 
poflefTiQn.of fome fublime truth, above the .common reach* 
and from thence look down ferenely upon the ignoraat 
world, and pity« bear with and humour^ themr as yqa 
would do children or fopl^# The otheif, is wheoyou^ 
philofciplMcal pa^difewithca under you, whdnyour fine 
xtQtion^ no lon^r ple^le, and you defcend to the vulgsir 
^ii^, better diXppX^d th^n qv^ toxcturn,fiiidi agKe with 
lUm^ind. exjcei>t in, fin; becaufe yw now.p^rc^ive 
tU^t thofct,. who. havjC onjiy plaja good fcnfe,. bay* a mq^ 
ufeful light to' If ad them, th^Q my da^Ung pl^k^phy i ^ 
thofe wh9 are mor^ pbijoiay^q^but of a ^^f^ut p^ioi- 

oa 
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bn from you, are, after all as likely to Be iii the right as 
you, in thefe nice and difputable points, you once took a 
pleaiurc to be poGtive in. Whatever we may think in the 
fervour of fpeculation, the moft valuable knowledge is that, 
which is moft vulgar ; and our bright difcoveries are there- 
fore not vulgar, becaufe they are not confiderable enough to 
be fo. They are fo far from being effential, that we may err 
a little on one hand, and our neighbour err a little on the 
other hand, and neither of us be the worfe men, nor the 
worfe friends or companions for all that. Perhaps I have faid 
fomething that may help to give you eafe under fome of 
your affliftions. I hieartily condole with you upon the 
troubles of this life. I am ready to fink undet- them my- 
feif. But 1 muft diftinguifli them into two forts, thofe 
whofe edge is real, and thofe whofe edge is only given 
them by ourfelves. Of the firft fort, you fuflFered feveral^ 
while you lived with u§, as ficknefs and pain, bodily hard- 
ihips, want of proper accommodations, &c. It grieves me 
to think, that ever it fliould be your lot to ftruggle witk 
thefe. Yet, while you continue in this world, you muft 
cxpeft to bear your crofsi . Comfort yourfelf under it as 
well as you can, by applying arguments for patience ; and 
if at any time you {hould not haVe ftrength of mind to do 
ttis, God himfelf will cither fupport and comfort you, or 
|rtty and accept you amidft your weaknefs. And above all^ 
your hope will not deceive you, of reft and refreflunen^ 
with Chrift hereafter, if you not only put your whol^ 
truft in him, but fubmit to fufier with him here* 

Qnc fuffering more I will mention^ allowing it to have a 
folid and juft foundation^ compaffion for others in diftrefs. 
But fome affli^ions there;are, that we create to ouffelyes* 
To give ah ihil^ce of tbls......Sujppofe I ihould take it ifi 
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my head to be uneafy, becaufc the pcrfons I am in company 
with, are of a different opinion from me in fbme things i 
this would be a very groandlefs grief. How fo, you will 
fay ; are not the comforts of fociety deftroyed in this cafe ? 
Not at all : the comforts of fociety are to love one another 
with a cordial uniform friendfliip, and to ferve one another 
by proper and fubftantial good ofEces. But as for talking, 
it is but an idle bufinefs ; and to build either happinefs or 
mifery upon it, is a jeft. Let converfation bend to con- 
venience and 'charity, ftop its mouth, ftop its ears, if ic 
threaten diflurbance to itfelf or others. And why Oiould 
not the difagfee^blc fubjeft be dropt, by your refufing to 
repeat or difpute ? You want to fct yeur neighbour to 
rights. Perhaps he is not wrong ; or at leaft in no error, 
that you would think it material to deliver him from, if you 
were not entered into terms of emulation with him by thefe 
difputes. If he makes tlie attack on youi you can eafify di- 
vert it : yet confider at your peril, whether it is proper to 
do fo. Perhaps* he underftands Chriftianity better than 
you, and the advice he gives you is exceeding feafonable^ 
though not fo pleafing to you. Happy fliouTd we be, to 
have always thofe near us, who* are better chriftians than 
ourfelves, whofe example and fpeech fhould be moft criti- 
cMty ufetul, where it moft galls us ; who fliould be inftant 
in feafon and out of feafon, and draw us by the head an<t 
fliould^rs to that right and happy ftate of religion we ought 
to be in ! 

Now, aftef all this tcfng talk, the chief thing, that by my 
calling and my confcience I ought to have fpoken of, and 
recommended to you, I have paffedover (yea, and J muft 
pafs it over) for I am not worthy or qualified to fpeak of 
it) aiid that is Faiih in ChriJtJ This is the thing that I 

oughfc 
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mughi to fpeftk of with zeal and delight, that ought to be the 
brighteft in my imaginations, and neareft to my heart « 
How little do any otHer fpeculationsor reafonings conduce 
to this faith, and how infignificant are they, if they do not 
conduce to it. / know and a&uaily makt the refUBion 
upon myfelfy that whatever I read^ or writer or /peak up* 
on any other fubjeS but this, I am a miferable trijler. 
Pdrhaps then I do yery ill, to trifle with you. It may be 
you have felt the great work of faith, cleanfing you from 
all fin in the blood of Chrift ; that being righteous before 
God, you may have peace thereupon, which pafTes all un- 
derftanding ; that all things are become new with you; and 
you have a new judgment and tafte, as well as new fatis* 
faftions and employments, fuggefted to you by the Spirit 
of wifdom and confolatio.n. 

You feem to Vint in the beginning of your letter,, that 
either you are in this ftatef, or the defire of your heart is 
towards it. For you fay, you now acquiefce in that which 
(by the defcription I could make of it) is the righteoufnefs 
of faith. If fo, then you have caufe to rejoice ; and your 
joy no mian taketh from you* 

V5flbrs, &c. 

. J.G. 
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EXTRACTS. 

X HE blefled Redeemer i$ really nigh thofe hearts whe; 
pant after him, who have no refage nor life but in }nt 
merits and atoning blood, and w^M fiirely comfort and fub- 
ftantialty feed them from, degree to de^ee, after they have 
pnce begun to relifti the do6irkie of his dying love : this 
kindles a fire in the heart that will no more go but, Biit wrll 
burn up and wither whatever is contrary to it; andiii 
a manner melt us into happy creatures^* who Irving; 
always in his peace, are endu(»l alfo with his mind ana 
likeneft. However I can fay nothing equal to what a 
heart feels iri the enjoyment of his redeeming grace anj^ 
dying love as the Bridc^groom of the foul • and this heing^ 
our portion through his free mercy, what can we do but 
be glad at our happy lot, ruminate over it in fecret, and 
bit very «6ndet-hearted and: everlaftingly attachedto hm; 
whof purchafed it at fo dear a rate. 



GR^TI-^DE. 

JL HE doarine of faith is not an abjeft doftrine, but one 
that gives room for all the greatnefs of the human foul. It 
does indeed remove from religion all the little profpefts 
and complacencies of afcetic pride ; but it does not there- 
fore let the foul fmk for wai;it of principle. That tafte, 
thofe fentiments of holinefs and that vigorous purfuit of it, 
which before was infpired by glittering ideas and a defire of 
excelling, is ilill kept up by arefleSion, that may feem to 
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fhofk that haVe not tried it, M\t coftfieftcd witli nfiagham- 
»iiy or di&gcnce, Confcioufnefs of frierey received. God 
bas feme d«fp and mighty (prirtg of oiir nature to move by 
thofe means. He awakens fome affeftion within us, that. 
never had fufficient occafion to exert itfelf before; but 
when it does exert itfelf, is fit to correfpond to the 
author of our being, by having all moral dignity, and all 
the beauty of fentiment and aftions attending it. This 
afFeftion is Gratitude^ fo lovely where it is feen in hu- 
man affairs, that it meets with general commendations. 



-^i^ 



HEY, in whom there is themoft unfeigned, affeSion- 
ateand entire cleaving of heart to the perfon of our dear 
Saviour, in confecpience of his having forgiven every one 
of them his own {ins, know and acknowledge, that they 
are finful mai, who have been £ived through pure mercy, 
and.fUU daily ftand in need of it, that they are appointed 
fervants to every human: foul for their promotion to all 
grace andglory; and that therefore the oldJeWifli haughti- 
nefs towards all out of their circle is neceflarily exceeding 
far from being the principle of thefe difciplcs of Cbrift. • 
They have one great, plain, and unalterable rule of faith 
and pia£lice, which is, to take the Lord Jefus for their on- 
ly ri^^iteoufnefs and ground of falvation: to love him 
tenderiy and value him above all things, who hath bought 
tbem with the price of his own blood : to draw out of hi? 
meritorious death alone, all the ftrength and fuccour they 
can need for all parts of their chriftian race : to be dead to 
this prefent wbrld; and renounce all its vairous fins and 
corruptions : to continue always meek and lowly in heart : 

R4 and 
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^d to be juft, compaiConatie 3n<] charitable towards all 
fnat^kind, and ufeful in their generation, in that particular 
fiation of lifi^, wherejn Proyidence may have wifely placed 
them. 

By w^y of fupefflnj&ure upon th^fe fundamental?, hp 
^dds, with refpefl to well-difpofed^rfpns in general : the 
bell advice I can giye you con fills in the following points. 

|. Daily meditate upon, put your whole truft in, and 
direft your fighs to your once wounded and bleeding Sa- 
yiour, the general and faithful High Prieft, Advocate, and 
Second Adam: who, even after his refurre6lion, fhewed 
liis fears a§ the frightepus warrior, and whofe merits are 
glorioufly powerful in behalf pf poor finful men. . 

2. Keep an open ea;* to his bleffed teachings in your 
heart, and never at any time, by any indifference, double- 
pindednefs, checking of conviQions, &c. hinder him from 
fprming you aQew in your inner man, and leading you 
continually forward into the whole and utmoft happinefs 
that can poffjbly be defigned for you. Surely you neither 
can nor bught wilfully ^o fet up your reft, fliort of enjoy- 
ing, accordir?g to your circumftances, every perfonal grace, 
or part of fptritual health, which you hear fpofcen of. 

3. Never admit any prejudices or mifapprehenfions in 
your mind, againft thofe, who teftify what they have ex- 
perienced of the death and fufFerings of an incarnate God, 
6f the greatnefs of his love, his perfe^ propitiation and the 
free mercy fliewn by him to finners (truths, which neither 
can be fuppreffed by, nor need be fpppreffed among chrif- . 
tiansj but, if they are happier than yourfelves^ reag> what 
benefit you can from their light. 

• POEMS 
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IIELIGIOOS DISCOURSE. 
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O fpeak for God, to fqund religion's praifc. 
Of facred paffions the wife warmth to raifc : 
T' infufe the contrite wilh tp conqueft nigh. 
And point theil^s myfterious as they lie ; 
To feize the wretch in full career of luft. 
And footh the filent forrows of the juft : 
Who would not'blefs for this the gift of fpeech^ 
And in the tongue's bei^eficence be rich ? 

But who muft talk ? Not the ipere modem fage^ 
Who fuits the foftened gofpel to the age: 
Who ne'er to raife degenerate praQice ftrives^ 
But brings the precept down to chriftian lives. 
Not he, who maxims from cold reading took, 
And never faw himfelf but thro' a book : * 
Kot he, who hafty in the mom. of grace, 
Spon finks extinguifb'd as a comet's blaze : 
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Not he, who ftrains in fcripture-phrafe t'abound^ 
Deaf to the fenfe, who ftuns us with the found : 
But he, who filence loves, and never dealt 
Jn tlic falfe commerce of a ^ruth unfclt. 

Guilty you fpeak, if fubde from within 
Blows on your words the felf-admiring fin : 
If unrefolv'd t6 choofe the better part, 
Your forward tongue belies your languid heart : 
But then fpeak fafcly, when your peaceful mind 
Above felf-feeking bleft, on God reclin'd. 
Feels him at once fugged unlabour'd fenfe. 
And ope a flujce of fwfet l^nevqlence. 
Some highbehefts of heaven you then fulfil. 
Sprung from his light your .words, and ifiuing by his will. 

Nor yet expeft fo myJlkaUy long, 
*Till certain infpiration loofe your tongue: 
Exprefs the precept runs, " Do good to all ;" 
Nor adds, " Whene'er you find an inward calL*^ 
'Tis God commands : no farther motive feek, 
Speak or without, or with reluftance fpeak; 
To love's habitual fenfe by aSs afpire. 
And kindle, 'till you catch the gofpel-fire. 

Difcoveries imipature of truth decline^ 
Nor proftitute the gofpel-pearl to fwine. 
Beware, too rafhly how you fpeak the whole, 
The vilenefs, or the treafures of your foul. 
If fpurn'd by fome, where weak on earth you lie, 
Jf judg'd a cheat or dreamer, where you fly ; 
Here the fublimer ftrain, th' exerted air 
Fofego ; you're at the bar, not in the chair. 
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To the pert reas'ner if you fpeak at all^ 
Speak what within his cognizance may fall: 
Expofe not truths divine to reafon's rack. 
Give him his own belov'd ideas back, 
Your notions 'till they look like his, dilute ; 
Blind he muft be — but fave him from difpute ! 
But when we're' turh'd of reafon's noontide GWe^ 
And things begin to fliew us 'what they are, 
More free to fuch your true conception's tell ; 
Yet graft them on the arts where they excel. 
If fprightly fentiments detain their tafte ; 
If paths of various learning they have trac'd ; ' , 

If their cool judgment longs, yet fear^ to fix : 
Fire, erudition, hefitation mix. 

All rules are dead ; 'tis from the heart you draw 
The living luftre, and unerring law. • 
A ftate of thinking in your manner fiiew. 
Nor fiercely foaring, nor fupinely low : 
Others their lightnefs and each inward fault 
Quench in the flilnefs of your deeper thought. 
Let all your geftures fixt attention draw. 
And wide around diffufe infeftious awe ; 
Prefent with God by recolleftion feem. 
Yet prefent, by your cheerfulnefs, with thcra* 

Without elation chriftian glories paint. 
Nor by fond am'rous phrafe affume the faint. 
Greet not frail men with compliments untrue ; 
With fmiles to peace confirm'd and conqueft due. 
There are who watch t'adore th^ dawn of grace. 
And pamper the young profely te withp't^raife : . 

Kind, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Kincl, humble fouls ! Th6y with a ti^t g6od-wiIl 
Admirt his progrcfs— 'till he ftands ftock ftilL 

Speak but to thirfty minds of things divine, - 
Who ftrong for thought, are itet in yours to join* 
The bufy from his channel parts with pain. 
The languid loaths an elevated ftrain : 
With thefe you aim but at good-natuf'd chat^ 
Where all except the love, is low and flat. 

Not one addrefs will ditf*rertt tempers fit, 
The grave and gay, the heavy and the wit. 
Wits will fift you ; and moft Cdnviftion find 
Where leaft 'tis urg'd, and feems the leaft defign'd* 
Slow minds are merely paffive ; and forget 
Truths not inculcated : to thefe repeat. 
Avow your counfel, nor abftain from heat. 

Some gentle fouls to gay indifference true, 
Nor hope, nor fear, nor think the more for you : 
Let love turn bablef here, and caution fleep, 
Blufh not for fllallo^^ fpeech, nor mufe for deep ; 
Thefe to your humour, not your fenfe attend, 
Tis not the advice that fways them,' but the friend. 

Others have large receflcs in their bread 2 
With penGve proccfs all they hear digeft : 
Here well-weigh'd words \vith wary forefight fow. 
For all you fay will fink, and ev'ry feed will grow. 

At firft acquaintance prefs each truth feverCi 
Stir tht whole odium of your chara6ter : 

Let 



Digitized by 



Google 



I %55 3 

Let harflieft doftrines all your wards efl$rofs» 
And nature bleeding on the Jailyr croft. 
Then to yourfelf th' afcetic rule enjoin* 
To others ftoop» furprifingly benign ; 
Pitying, if fi:om themfelves with pain th^y! party 
If ftubborn nature long holds out the heart. 
Their outworks now aref g^*d ; forbear to prefi-: 
The more you urge them, you prevail the lefs ; 
Let fpeech lay by its rou^ineft to d)ltge. 
Your fpeaking life will carry on the fiege : 
By your example ftruck, to God they ftrive 
To live, aa ieng^r to tteitifelyes sdyhre. 

To pofitive adepts infidious yield, 
T' infureUietonqoeiS:^ lecm to quit the fieMi 
Large in your gtwts y be their opinion Qiovm : 
Approve, aasendi^-^nd .wind it to. your owa»' 
Couch in your hints, if more refiga^ they hear^ 
Both what they will be foon,,and what' they are? 
Pleafing thefe words now to the confcious breaft, 
Th' anticipating voice hereafter bleft. 

In fouls juft wak'd the paths of light to cho6fe, 
ConviSions keen, and zeal of prayer infufe. 
Let them love rules ; 'till freed from paffion's ireign, 
'Till blamelefs moral reftitude they gain. 

But left reform^ from each ex4f emer. ill, . 
They ihould but civilis&e M nature ftili, > 
The loftier charms and energy.difjplay? 
Of virtue mo(Jriid by the Godhead's m^ | 
The lineaments divine^ Perte3i<m's pfan. 
And all thfegnwykiw ditfat luayitnly ifofc^ 
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Commences thii* the agonizing ftrife ' '' \ 

Previous to nature's death, and fecond life : 

Struck by their own inclement piercing eye. 

Their feeble virtues blufli, fubiide, and die : 

They view the fchctae that mimic nature made,- 

A fancied goddefs, and religion's fliade ; 

With angry fcom they now rejeft the wholc^ 

Unchanged their heart, undeified their foul ; 

*Till indignation fleeps away to fiaith, 

And God's own power and peace take root in facred wraths 

Aim lefs to teach than loVe. Th6 Work begun 
In words, is crown'd by artlefs warmth alone* 
Love to your friend a fecond office owes^ 
Yourfelf and him before heav'ns fbotftool throWs i 
You place his form as fuppliant by your fide, 
(An helplefs worm, for whom the Saviour died) ■. 
Into his foul call down th' etherial beam, 
And longing afk to fpend, and to be fpent for him. 



On thb DEATH o^ the Rev. Mr. CENNICK. 

jL HOU generous foul ! to me thy path fliines bright : 
Happy thy chojte, and exquifitely right ! 
Blamelefs in all th^t Cbnftitutes a man, ' i 

Or man can e'er demand, admire or ican, - 
Thy keener eye yet higher fountains vi^d^ • 
Whence a diving immorul reftitude* 
Mull clothe the beft, as worft, thro' J^fu'-eWood. 

rv« 
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IVe tetti the wannth> wherewith to reptiles vain 

God's counfel thou, undaunted, didft maintain ; 

How, next, the mourners thoii could'ft gird with powei^ 

In thy great, matter's name^ fo that one hour 

Did former gloom and guilt in heav'hly joy devour 

How, laftly, to that heart, whofe godlike zeal 

Met the rough fteel to work this ger^'ral weal> 

Thy heart with private gratitude did burn^ 

With tears of love fill'd up its votive urn ; 

Bed, fweetfeft moh'ment, which man's fpirit here^ 

^Alidft deeds more echo'd, can in filence rear* 

My breaft with pain do thefe refleflions fill,; 
Barely not cenfuring the all -wife will i 
Why from our fljreets did fuch a torch retire^ 
When reigning night infults all facred fire. 
Deems -it long bury'd as in Erro's days. 
And ftalks fecur6ly pagan, o'er the place i 

Ah ! my heart bleeds-<ny God has loft a friend 1 
(We chriftians teach, our God could condefcend 
To lofe, yea, fufier for a lime, and die : 
Friendlefs, Unheeded, walks poot Jefus by.) 
Sinners have loft one too, who very low, 
Arm'd with the gofpel-proniifes, eould go ; 
Yet the moft hopelefsfouls to comfort rais'd. 
Who with renewed hearts their Saviour prais'cJ* 
What fliall I fay ? I'm lofer t6o and lame — 
Wanting the helpeir, I'll enflirine the name ! 
*Twill raife my ardpr, and direft my aim* 
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To aFRI£ND in love. 



A< 



XCEPT, ilcar youths a fympathizing lay,^ 
The only tribute pitying love can pay: 
llio' vain the hope thine angoilh to affuage. 
Charm down dcfire, or calm fierce paflSoa's rage j 
Yet ftill pennit me in thy griefs to grieve, 
Relief to offer, if I tan't rcl^e ; 
Near thy fick couch with fond concern t' attend. 
And reacK oijt cordials to my dying friend. 

' Poor haplefs youth! what words cai erfe thy pain; 
When reafon pleads, and wifdom cries^in vain I 
Can feeble verfe impetuous nature guide, 
Or ftem the force of blind affefiion's tide ? 
If reafon checks, or duty cUfallows, 
" Reafon, you cry, and duty are my foes 5 
" Religion's di6btes ineffeaual prove, 
** And Cod htrnTelPs impeitioence in Lqv^'^ 

What art thou, loVe ? Thotr ftrange myfterious iH, 
Whom none aright can know, tho* all can feel. 
From carelefs (loth thy dull exiftence Sows, 
And feeds the fountain whence itfelf arofe : 
Silent its waves with bzJeful influence roll. 
Damp the young mind, and fink th' afpiring foufy 
Poifon its virtues, all its pow'rs refirain. 
And blalt the promife of the future man* 
To thee, curft fiend, the captive wretch confign'd 
•* His paflions rampant, and his reafon blind," 
Reafon, heaven's great vicegerent, dares difown, 
-And place a fooliih idol in its throne ; ^ 
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Or wildly raife his frantic raptures higher^ 

And pour out blafphemies at thy defire* 

At thy defire he bids a creature fliine^ 

He decks a worm with attributes divine ; 

Her*s to angelic beauties dares prefer, 

•* Angels are painted fair, to look like her I** 

Before her fhrine the lowly fuppliant laid. 

Adores the idol that himfelf has made : 

From her almighty breath his doom receives, 

Dies by her frown, as by her fmile helivest 

Supreme (he reigns in alUfufEcient ftate. 

To her he bows, from her expe6ls his fate, 

" Heaven in her love, damnation in her hate/! 

He rears unhallow'd altars to her name. 

Where luil lights up a black polluted flame ; 

Where fighs impure, as impious incenfe rife, 

Himfelf the prieft, his heart the facrifice : 

And thus God's facred word his horrid prayer fuppliest 

•• Centre of all perfeftion, fource of blifi, 
•* In whom thy creature lives, and moves, and is, 
" Save, or I periih ! hear my humble prayer, 
•* Spare thy poor fervant— O in mercy fpare. 
" Thou art my joy, on thee alone I truft, 
'* Hide not thy face, nor frown me into duft. 
** Send forth thy breath, and rais'd again I fee 
" My joy, my life, my final blifs in tbee. 
" For thee I am ;» for thee I all refign ; 
•* Be thou my one thing needful, ever mine V* 

But O forbear, prefumptuous mufe, forbear. 
Nor wound with rant profane the chriftian ear: 
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A juft abhorrence in iiiy fricBd 1 fee. 

He ftarts from love, when love's idolatry. 

** Give me thy heart," if the Creator cries, 

** 'Tis given the creature," what bold wretch replies? 

Not fo my friend — h^ wakes, he breaths again. 

And " reafon (Ji)ccs once more the (lacken'd rein.'* 

In vain rebellious, nature claims a part,* 

When heaven requires, he gives up all Ins heart : 

(•' For love diy'me no partnerfliip allows, 

'• And heaven ave?rfe reje&s divided vows) 

Fix'd tho' fhe be, he rends the idol thence. 

Nor lets her powe» exceed Omnipotence. 

Commands His- God,^ " Cut oflF tb* offending hand 2*^ 

He hears, obedient to his God's command i 

*• Pluck out thine eye," let the Redeemer fay ; 

He tears, and cafts die bleeding orb away. 

Viftorious now to. nobler joys afpires. 

His bofbra, touch'd yith more than earthly fires : 

He leaves rough paflion for calm virtues road. 

Gives earth for heaven, and quits a worm for GodL 



On taking ur a BIRD shot through the- 
WING, IN GOING TO NEWNHAM. 



£•: 



/EN this poor birdi fome totirs ago^^ 
l)id ftrength of wing, and freedom fcnow# 
Where'er his little will would fleer ; 
He trac'd each landscape far and ixy; 

- And 
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And felt each joy the neighboring field 

To virtuofo bird could yield. 

At ev'ry halt the fhades among, 

Guftfufand ready flpw'd Jiis fong; 

He chirp 'd in felf-applauding lay, 

Whate'er a joyful heart could fay. 

But moft his coafcious foul was bleit. 

When of aerial walk pofleift. 

He could look down on man and beaft. 

As there the purer breezes play. 

And glitters the fuperior day. 

He'd grow more (lately than before. 

And drink in pride through ev'ry pore^ 

But now, no boaftful notes- he fings. 

No more he wields his former wings ; 

On lowly earth his path now lies*. 

And he's a reptile, till he dies. 

So when to high ^ftra£lions wrought 

By fine machinery of thought ; 

(As fages, Iktll'd in nature, tell) 

The fons of contemplation fell. 

Some magic dart, in filence thrown, 

To human life has fetch'd them down} 

With other mortals humbly mixt, 

^eir coun^e quail'd^ their wing transfixt, 

Wlule thus wifli tender moan I talk'd. 
And held him in my hand and walk'd ; 
His head the bird with langour wav'd. 
His eyes grev 4»11» tis befom heav'd. 
His plumes were of their glofs bereav'dy 
On the next hedge I perch'd him fair} 
Hi|ih aad weU peis'd in freiher air ; 
Si 
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In vain«-that wing no more muft fly ? 
That fainting heart forgets the fty : 
He funk amidft the thickeU low. 
Obedient to his weight of woe. 
I bade the boughs that o'er him fpread 
Gently to hide his lucklefs head. 



On LOWNESS of SPIRITS, 

XN nature*s ebbs, which lay the foul in chains^ 
Beneath weak nerves, and ilUrufficmg veins ; 
Who can fupport bare being, uncndow'd 
With gull voluptuous, or reflcftion prpud ? 
No more bright images the brain commands. 
No great defign the glowing heart expaods,<7ii« 
No longer (hines the animated face. 
Motion and fpeech forget their confcious grace; 
How can the brive, the witty, and |he gay 
Survive when mirth, wit, courage— die away ? 
None but the chrilUan's all-compriCng pow'x 
Subdues each chance, and lives thro* every hour ; 
Watchful he fuffers dU— and feels within 
All fmart proportioned to fome root of fin; 
He ftrikes each error with his Maker's xodi, 
|knd by felf.kno\^ledgc fc^^t;i,t^:t0Q(^ 



Th« 
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The mystery o;p LIFJ;. 



^ Soi 



many years Tve feea the fun, 
And caird thefe eyes and hands my owo, 

(Al thoufand little afls I've done» 
And childhood have, and manhoo4 knovrn; 

O what is life ! ai|d this dull roun4 

Tq tread^ why was a fpj^it bounds 

C So many airy draughts and lines^ 

And warm excurfions of the raind^ 
Have fiU'd my foul with great defigns. 

While praftice groveFd far behind: 
O what is thought ! and where wi^draw 
The glories which my fancy faw ? 

3 So many tender joys and woes 

Have on my quivering foul had power; 

Plain life with heightening pai&ons rofe^ 
The boall or burden of their hour; 

what is all we feel ! why fled 

Thofe pains and pleafores o'^r my bead ? 

I So many human fouls divine^ 
So at onje interview difplay'dy 
Some oft and freely mix'd with mine. 
In lafting bonds my heart have laid ; 
' O what is firiendfhip ! why impreft 
On my weak| wretched^ dying br ea|t } 

S 4 S&t 
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5 So many wondrous gleams of light. 

And gently ardors from above, . 
Have made me (it, like feraph bright, ' * 

Some moments on a throne of love : 
O what is virtue ! why had I, 
Who am fo low, a-iafte fo high ? 

6 ^e long, when foverejgn wifdom wills. 

My foul an unknown path ftall tread, 
• And ftrangely leave, who ftrangely fills 

This frame, and waft me to the^ead : 
O what is death! 'tis life's laftflipre. 
Where vanities are vain no more ; • 

Where all purfuits their gaol obtaip. 
And life is all retouch'd again ; 
Where in their bright refult fliall rife 
Thoughts, virtues, friendfhips, griefs, ^d joys. 



To A FRI£ND ON HIS BIRTH-DAY^ 

X ROM life's whole drama half retir'd 

My breaft with npught' poetic fir*d, * " * 

(If e'er the mufe dwelt there) ' ' 

Whence (hall I take the triljute meet 

Of votive lays, wherewith to greet : 

Thy new commencing year ? " 

ril take it from a fprin^ ne'er loft . . 

*Midll Hermit's apathy and frofi^ --^ , 

Or lethe of old age : 
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No ! It ilIU bubbles frpfli and youngs 
When nature's tone is all unftrungi . 
And thoughts e'en leave the fage. 

This never failing fource is love^ 
As human inftinft, rais'd above 

All other human things ; 
But as a new birth from the heat 
Of the prime lover's pangs and fweat, *- 

Fledg'd with immortal wings. 

This gives me words, (which, tho* but few. 
Yet in their central import true 

All optatives comprize :} 
The Loid, who bought thee by bis blood 
Keep thee endow'd with all the good 

Which in his merit lies ! 

He daily funlike on thee fliine, 
Difpel all clouds and cheer within 

The happy child of grace : 
Give thee with tendernefs to feel, 
With zeal to love, and fo fulfil 

The orbit of thy race! 



■^^ 



Upon listenxng to the Vibrations o? a 
CLOCK, 



I 



NSTRUCTIVE found ! I'm now convinced by thee, 
Time in its womb may bear infinity, 
}iow the paft moment dies, and throbs no more ! 
yV^ worlds of parts compofe the rolling hour 1, 

The 



The leaft of thefe a knsm mm deanmdrt 
For tho' they're little, y^t they're geldoa fandf : 
By fome great deeds 4ifiingui&*d all in htav«n. 
For the fame end to me by nupiber given ! 
Ceafe, man, to lavi(h fums thou ne'er haft told \ 
Angels tho' deathlefs^ dare not be fo bold I 



A PIECE WRITTEN AT aTIME WHEN UNIIER 
APPREHE/^SION OF I^OSINC HU S^ENS^S^ 



Jl\. fool, beieft of common wifit 
If God will make me, I fubrait. 
The jefis and laughter I can brook^ 
Rais'd by my odd, deje£led look; 
To any, -cheaply fly, or bray^ 
I'll be a property and flaiFe ; 
A giound in empty fops to caufii 
A tickling, fecret j^lf-applaufe ; 
But to more fober minds^a call. 
To think what ^Is may man beCal, 
No fcience niore, no leam'd defign^ 
No fav'rite fyflcm now is miaei 
Each keen pretention I difclaim. 
Nor hear cfa^ fprightly trump of fame| 
Quiet the world Qows on fqr me, 
Under its chiefs, whoe'er they be : 
I'll die— fo from endearments cicwv 
So ufelefs, none will drop 9 te9r« 
Remembrance, LetrdI with thee dioQ$ 
Will be of-e-flately fu^b M mi$ : 
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And well I wean -this lamp oifmm$ 
Now interrupted in its Chine, 
The good refolves — ^fo foon de£ac'd. 
The loves which dark difquiet blaft» 
Shall be reviv'd another day. 
When nothing fhall their force betray. 
Thy healing light, if 1 partake, 
The fool fhall in full wifdom wake : 
Is ign'rance more, than learning, blind 
To truths which blifsful love muft find: 
Love grant me now — howe'er obfcure— • 
To fix the heart I can't fecure ; 
To guard the fteps, if anguifli drive. 
If thought becalm'd— no more furviv«> 
Or blazing thick the eye deceive. 
Under this Chield I'll view fercne 
Whate'er mifchance may fupervenc ; 
Attentive, how the ftinglefs ill 
His friendly raeffage doth fulfil ;— 
Which can't my future glory fpoil. 
And will conclude my prefent toih 
One of your kind, my human friends, 
But for one boon the kind pretends : 
Beneath your notice thus depreft. 
Let him lie down, and be at reft : 
Sage thoughts, like thunder-ftricken oak. 
In each fpedator he'll provoke. 
May fome one guard. When you are dead 
From all licentious wrongs your head; 
As you with decent heed revere 
Your poor unliving brpther here: 
for why is cenfure fpent in v^ 
Qn deeds of incoherent birain ? 
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Thofe under no account can hl\. 
Or if they can, arc feal'd up all : 
For, tho' on earth this fpe&rc roam, 
He*s of no world, but that to come. 



The corrective. 



u. 



' NSKILFUL while my eye explores 
The fage Apothecary's ftores 

With baneful names infcrib'd. 
Of venom from each min'ral mould. 
Of plants, wiiich breathe delirious coldf 

Or hotter funs tmbib'd; 

Suchdrugs, quoth I, whofe ice or fire 
Againft the vital mean confpire. 

Remove fuch drugs as thefe : 
This to a furnace frets the blood, 
JJarcotic that arrefts the flood, 

^d both are-^mor« idifeafe* 

Softly! Taidhe: each fiercer juice, 
To charm and bend it to our ufe, 

Has fome corrcftive. nigh ; 
Thus harmlefs thro* the veins 'twill (hoot, 
And — native poifon at the ropt, 

Will raife the cordial high. 

This fecret now to man apply : 

Pon't our peccant humours die 

Sgpea^ a friend's coz^rou} ? 

TbU 
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This, can retrench our rage to worth. 
And call the firft idea forth, 
And balance all the foul: 

Our genius erft purfu'd its courfe, 
liike fpirits of too fublimate force. » 

And work'd itfdf to wind ; 
But now it ftioves j^ meafur'd length 
With temper now, and antient ftrength, 

In vehicles enfhrin'd: 

Go then — ^your own correflive feek. 
That to your JBre (hall add the meek. 

And to your jphlegm the gay ; 
Without his will — tafte not your own. 
The potion's poifon, when aloile, 

And you are born to ftray* 

With this refiner of your heart, 
You'll feel— the image of your art, 

A gentle mixture made ; 
You of his joy ferene pofleft. 
And your chagrin within his breaft 

Acknowledged, fpent and laid. 

Nor will he give th' ingredients crude^ 
His. ways in grofs on you obtrude. 

Which ihould your genius fpoil ; 
With nicer hand he'll but inftU 
What beft incorporates with your will» 

The tinfture— or the oil. 
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Digitized by 



Google 



C ^70 3 



1 Tim. V, 6. 



SHE THAT LiVETH IN PLEASURE, isDEAD 
WHILE SHE LIVETH. 



H< 



LOW haplcr$ 1$ th' applauded vii^in's lot. 
Her Ood forgctttnfc by her God forgot ! 
Stranger to truth, unknowing to obey. 
In error nurft, and difciplin-d to ftray ; 
Swoln with felf-will, and principled with pride, 
Senfe all her good, and paflion sdl her guide : 
Pieafure its tide, and flatt'ry lends its breath. 
And fmoothly waft her to eternal death ! 

A goddefs here, Che fees her votVies meet. 
Crowd to her (brine, and tremble at her feet ; 
She hears their vows, believes their life and death 
Hangs on the wrath and mercy of her breath ; 
Supreme in fancy"d ftate fhe reigns her hour, 
And glories in her plenitude of pow'r : 
Herfelf the only objeft worth her care. 
Since all the kneeling world was made for her. 

For her, creation all its Ilores difplays. 
The filkworms labour, and the diamonds blaze : 
Air, earth and fea confpire to tempt hertafte. 
And ranfack'd nature fumifhes the feaft. 
Life's gaudieft pride attrafts her willing eyes. 
And balls, and theatres, and courts arifc : 
Italian fongfters pant her eir to'pleafe. 
Bid the firft cries of infant reafon ceafe. 
Save her from thought, and lull her foul to peace# 



Deep 
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Deep funk in fenffe th* imprifon'd foul remains^ 
Nor knows its fait from God^ nor feeh its chains s 
Unconfcious ftill, fleeps on in error's night, 
Nor ftrives to rife, nor ftruggles into light ; 
Heav'n-bom in vain, degenerate cleaves td earth, 
(No pangs experienc'd of the feeond birth) 
She only faU'n, yet unaliv^aken'd found. 
While all th' entbrall'd creation groans iinnincL 



^ AkHYMN. 

T* 
HAT " I aan thine, toy Lord and God j 
*• Sprinkled and ranfom^d by thy blood,"—- 

Repeat that word once more ! 
With fuch an energy and light. 
That this world's flattery nor fpite 
To fliake me ever may have powV« 

2 From various cares my heart retires ; 
Tho' deep and boundlefs its defires, 

I'm now to pleafe but one : 
He, before whom the elders bow. 
With him is all my bufinefs now. 

And with the fouls that are his own^ 

3 This is my joy (which ne'er can fail,) 
To fee my Saviour's arm prevail ; 

To mark the fteps of grace : 
How new-born fouls convinc'd of fin. 
His blood reveal'd to them within. 

Extol, my Lamb in ev'ry place. 



4 WiA 
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4 With thefe my happy lot is caft ! 

. Thra* the world's defarts rude and wafltf^ 
Or thro' its gardens fair ; 
t Whether th^ ftorm of malice fweepsi 
Or all in dead fupinenefs fleeps ; 
Still to go oil be my whole care. 

5 See! the dear "flieep by JeHis drawn, , . . 
In Weft fimplicily move on ; ^ 

They truft his fliephefd's crooks - 
Beholders many faults will find. 
But they can guefs-at Jefii-Vmind^ ^ 

Content, if written in his book* ^ 

6 O all ye wife, ye rich, ye juft. 

Who the blood's doftrine have difcufs'd, 

And judge it weak and flight : 
Grant but I may (the reft's your own) 
In fliarae and poverty fit down 

At this one well-fpririg of ddight I . 

7 Indeed if Jefus ne'er was flain, 

Or ought can make his ranfom vai^. 

That now it heals no more; ' * 

If his heart's tendernefs is fled ; 

If of a church he is not head, 

Nor Lord of all, as heretofore i 

8 Then, (fo refers tny flate to him) 
Unwarranted I muft efteem. 

And wretched ?ill I do— 
Ah, my heart throbs J and fei^es faft 
That cov'nant which will ever laft ; 

It knows, it knows thefe thuigs arc true* 

9 N# 
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9 No, my dear Lord, in following tliec^ 
Not in the dark, uncertainly 

This foot obedient maves ; 
Tis with a Brother and * King, 
Who many to hi* yoke will bring. 

Who ever lives and ever loves. 

Jo Now then, my Way, my Truth, my Life I 
Henceforth let forrow, doubt and ftrife. 

Drop off like autumn leaves ; 
Henceforth, as privileg'd by thee. 
Simple and undiftrafted be 

My foul, which to thy fccptrc cleaves.. 

11 Let me my weary mind recline 
On that eternal love of thine. 

And human thoughts forget ; 
Childlike attend what thou wik fay ; 
Go forth and do it while 'tis day. 

Yet never leave my (wcet retread. 

12 At all times to my fpirit bear 
An inward witnefs, foft and clear. 

Of thy redeeming pow'r : 
This will inftruft thy child and fit. 
Will fparkle forth whaite'er is right. 

For exigence j»f ev'ry hour. 

13 Thus all the fequel is well weighed! 
I caft myfelf upon thy aid, 

A fea where none can fink ; 
Yea, in that fphere I ftand, poor worm f 
Where thou wilt for thy name perform 

Beyond whaite'er I a& or tJunk, 

T Anotherr 
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ANOTHER. 



.0 



TELL me no raorc 
Of this world's vain ftorc ; 
The time for fuch trifles with me now is o'er. 

2 A country IVe found, 
Where true joys abound ; 
To dwell I'm determined on that happy ground. 

3. The fouls that believe, 
In paradife live : 
And me in that number will Jefus receive. 

4 My foul, don't delay. 
He calls thee away ! 

Rife, follow thy Saviour, and blefs the glad day. 

5 No mortal doth know 
What he can beftow. 

What light, ftrength, and comfort : go aft6r him, go !. 

6 Lo! onward I move. 
And but.Chrift above 

None guefTes, how wondrous my journey will prove. 

7 Great fpoils 1 fhalL win 
From death, hell, and fin ; 

*Midft outward affliftions, (hall feel Chrift within. 

8 Perhaps for his name, 
Poor duft as I am, 

Some works I fhall finifli with gliad loving aim. 

9 I ftill (which is beft) 
Shall in his dear breafl. 

As at the beginning, find pardon and reft* 

10 And 
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10 And when J'm to die, 

" Receive me," ril cry. 
For Jefus hath lov*d me, I cannot fay why. 

1 1 But this I do find, 
We two are fo join'd. 

He'll not live in glory and leave me behind* 

12 Lo this is the race 

I'm running, thro' grace. 
Henceforth, till admitted to fee my Lord's face. 

13 And now I'm in care, 
My neighbours may fliare 

Thefe bleflings : to feek them, will none of you dare ? 

14 In bondage,.© why. 
And death will you lie. 

When one here affures you free grace is fo nigh ? 



TheDYING CHRISTIAN to his soul. 



Ti 



HOU thinking, throbbing particle within, 
Clofely endear'd companion, tho' unfeen, 
Self-confcious foul ! now from the falling clay 
Whither, ah whither lies thy lonely way ? 
Stripp'd of the body's organs and embrace 
What fates await thee in the darkfome fpace ? 
Say (for prefage divide is giv'n to thee) 
Nor dare to fay, but what thou'lt furely be<. 

. T 2 . . . M« 
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My feeble partner ! in thy fears 
Nature's concern and voice appears r 
But I a tut'lar pow'r have known, 
Nigh to me as my flefli and bone, 
(For he and I are myftic one :) 
When thy pulfe faiis and eye growadioit. 
Still I have light,- and live with him^ 
Nor wonder, I th' enfuing way 
Can with fuch confidence furvey ; 
Tlie folace of the years Tve liv'd. 
Has been already things believ'd ; 
Pardon of fin, the fmifes of God, 
Purchas'd by this my Guardian's blood : 
His plighted love and influecioe pure« 
Than thy fenfations not left fare. 
Have madetfab chc»aght€v*a tenderer to ray beart^ 
That Jefus I (hall fee, than that from thee I part. 



E P I T A P H ON HIMSELF. 



As 



^SK not, who ended here his fpan ? 
His name, reproach and praife, was man,- 
Did no great deeds adorn his courfe ? 
No deed of his, but fhew'd him worfe : 
One thing was great, which God fttpplyM,, 
He fuffer'd human life— and dy'd. 
Whit points of knowledge did he gain? 
That life was facred all — and vain : 
Sacred how hi|[^, and •rain fcow low I 
He knew npt here, hut dyM to know. 

F I N t S. 
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